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it’ before the - world, ^ he ' replies, tliat 
having been chosen by Napoleon as a 
professional assistant 'worthy of his coti- 
fidchcc, and having in consequence lived 
under the same roof in habits of frequ'crtt 
and unconstrained intercourse with him'; 
the Editor would have proved himself des- 
titute of the best attributes’ of' hitman 
nature, if he had not sympathized with 
the sufferings of a man, who from the 
highest {)itch of grandeur and' powfcr, 
had fallen into the hands of those, who 
unhappily, did not consider it incom- 
Jiatiblc with their gloiy' to treat him with' 
indignity. Wien the Editor accepted 
fr6m his government the appointment of 
surgeon to Napoleon, at the request of the 
latter, he had of course no intention to ally 
himself with evciy- agent of that govern- 
ment in improper feelings and illiberal 
practices but he considered, on the con- 
trarj', that the treatment of Napoleo.n 
would be in c\act conformity to thc pub- 
lic professions of that government and its 
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Allies ; that is to say, a detention froni 
motives of state policy, accompanied by 
the most liberal. and generous treatment; 
and he never anticipated the possibility 
of his being expected to aid in the grati- 
fication of the worst passions — as quesr 
tionable in their policy, as they are un^ 
worthy of the great nation in whose name 
they have been perpetrated 

' To this edition has been added a copy 
of a document, which perhaps will 
not be thought among -the leasf interest- 
ing pages of the volunie.. For in spite of 
the numerous and -palpable anachronisms 
and other errors, which abound in the 
work published some time ago under, the 
tillejof from St. Helena^'' 

there are many persons who still con- 
tinue to believe that spurious produc- 
tion to have been dictated by Napoleon. 
For the purpose of removing all doubts 
upon this ; subject, ■ the public are now 
presented with ai series of observations 
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obtained by the Editor during his re- 
sidence in St. Helena, from authority 
which it would be diflicult to refute. The 
internal evidence contained in these re- 
marks is such, as to preclude the neces- 
sity of troubling the reader with any 
further obseiyations upon them. 

Since the publication of the first F rcnch 
Edition of this Work, this document has 
been printed in French, and will be sub- 
joined to a Second Edition ; it will 
also be stitched separately, and deliver- 
ed gratis to the purchasers of the first 
French Edition. 

It may not be improper to add, that 
a Translation is in preparation of the 
Eighth Book of these Historical Me- 
moirs, which will appear in a few weeks. 

BARRY E. O’MEARA. 
tale Surgeon lo Napoleo.s. 


Fcbroity 6, 1820. 
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THE BOTOBONS ARE DRIVEN FROM FRAN'CE. 


I. Tht Imperial Eagle Jlies from Steeple to 
Steeple, to the Tmrers of A'blre Dame at 
Paris. — II. Secret Convention concluded 
lotvards the end of 1814, between Aus- 
tria, Fiance, and England, against 
Russia and Prussia. — III. The King of 
K'dples declares war against Austria. 
IV. Congress of Vienna in Match, 1815. 

I. Napolfon left Elba on the 26th Fcb- 
ntar)-, 1815, about nine o'clock at nigbt ; 
he embarked on board the brig of war 
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Inconstant, which carried a white ensign 
sprinkled with bees, during the whole of 
the voyage.^:: On the first of March, at , 
five in the afternoon, he disembarked near 
Cannes, in the Gulf of Juan ; when, his 
little army assumed the tri-coloured 
cockade ; it consisted of one thousand 
men, the greater number of whom were 
soldiers of the old guard. He passed 
through Grasse on the second, at nine in 
the morning, slept at Sernon, having ad- 
vanced twenty leagues during the day. 
The Emperor slept at Barreme on the 
third ; on the fourth, his advanced guard, 
commanded by General Cambronne, seiz- 
ed on the fortress of Sisteron ; on the fifth 
he entered Gap, and on the' seventh j at 
two o’clock p. m. he. met, on the heights 
before Vizille, the advanced euard of the 
garrison of Grenoble', which had been 
ordered to march against him.' ' His Im- 
perial Majesty went up to the colours 
alone, andj after a short' harangue, the 
whole body^ assumed the tri-coloured 
cockade : placing himself at the head of 

* This was the flag chosen by Napoleon immediately ' 
after Elba had been ceded’ to him by the treaty of 
Paris. — Editor. 
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these troops, they were ordered to wheel 
about, and at night he entered Grenoble, 
having piocecded eighty leagues through 
a most diflicult and mountainous country, 
a march which is unequalled in history. 
Remaining at the last-named city during 
the eighth, he departed on the following 
day at the head of eight thousand troops 
of the line, and thirty pieces of cannon, 
making his entr)' into Lyons on the 
tenth, when Count Dcfargucs, the mayor, 
presented the keys of tlie city to his 
Majesty. The Count D’Artois, the Duke 
of Orleans, and 'Duke of Tarento pre- 
cipitately retired from it, unaccompanied, 
on the same day : their unexpected ap- 
parition at the Thuillcrics, soon after, 
seemed to strike the court with a species 
of stupor. Finally, on the twentieth of 
March, at ciglit o’clock in the evening, 
it being the anliivcrsary of his son’s birth- 
day, the Emperor cnlcicd Paris. Forty 
thousand troojis of the line had, by this 
time, successively ranged themselves un- 
der his banners. The little army of Elba 
arrived the next day, having marched 
two hundred and forty leagues in twenty 
days. Louis quitted Paris on the night , 



4 


MEMOIRS 


[book IX. 


between ihe 19th and ^Oth of March, 
crossing the frontiers of France on the 
53rd. On his departure from Lisle, all 
the fortresses of Flanders hoisted the tri- 
coloured flag. At the first report of 
Napoleon’s disembarkation, the Duke de 
Bourbon had been sent to Nantes, to head 
the people of La Vendee ; whilst the 
Duke d’Angouleme was invested with the 
government of the provinces on the left 
bank of the Loire. All the attempts 
made to raise the people in the West, 
were fruitless ; there the inhabitants re- 
collected the great' debt of gratitude which 
they owed to Napoleon. As to the Duke 
de Bourbon, he embarked at Paimboeuf, 
on the first of April, in an English ves- 
sel ; meanwhile, the Duke d’Angouleme 
sent the Baron de Vitrolles, a minister of 
state, from Bordeaux, to establish the head- 
quarters of his government at Toulouse, 
leaving the Duchess, his wife, at Bor^ 
deaux, in the hope of retaining that im- 
portant town, and of rallying with the 
Spanish army. The Duke himself, at the 
head of the 10th regiment of infantry, the 
14th mounted chasseurs, and some bat- 
talions of royal volunteers of Languedoc, 
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conceived ihc rash enterprise of marcii- 
ing to Lyons ; rvhilc the troops raised at 
Marseilles should proceed to Grenoble. 
He passed the Rhone by the bridge of 
St. Esprit, carried that on the Drome, 
which was defended by the national 
guards of Moutelimart, entered Valcnee 
on the third, and established his outposts 
along the left bank of the Iscre. At the 
same time, the armed force from Mar- 
seilles, amounting to two thousand live 
hundred men, supported by the 8Sd and 
S8th regiments of the line, under the or- 
doi-s of Lieutenant-General Ernouf, passed 
through Gap, and marched to Grenoble. 
These successes lasted but a single day ; 
the Duchess d'Angoulcmc was forccd.to 
quit Bordeaux on thcsccond. On the ar- 
rival of Lieutenant-General Clause], she 
embarked on board an Englisb brig. 
Vitrolles was arrested on the fourth by 
Liculenanl General Labordc, and impri- 
soned at Paris. General Gilly, profiting 
by tbc enthusiasm of the people of Lan- 
guedoc, put himself at their bc.ad ; his 
advance, composed of the 10th mounted 
chasseurs, and of tlic Cth J ' i ■ 
took possession of the bridge - 
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driving the royalists . before them. On 
the report of the clangers which threat- 
ened Lyons, the inhabitants of Burgundy 
and Auvergne arose cn masse, and has- 
tened to that city to demand arms, for the 
purpose of marching against Princes, 
whom they considered as allied to the 
enemies of the French name. The tri- 
coloured flag was displayed in all the 
villages of Dauphiny, and an alarm bell 
announced the march of the royalists. 
On seeing the imperial eagle, which Lieu- 
tenant-General Chabert carried at the 
head of the national guard of Grenoble, 
the troops of the line instantly abandoned 
the royal cause : after this, the troops 
from Marseilles, surrounded on all sides, 
lost no time in disbanding themselves ; 
happy in being thus able to regain their 
liberty. The Duke d’Angouleme now 
fully comprehended the imprudence of 
his undertaking ; he, therefore, hastily 
evacuated Valence, and, while endeavor- 
ing to gain the bridge of St; Esprit, he 
was made prisoner by General .Gilly. 
The Emperor released the captive, and 
allowed him to . embark at Cette, on the 
16 th, in a Swedish vessel. Marshal 
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Masscnn, by displaying tiic tri-colourcd 
flag in Provence, terminated llie civil 
war. On the 20tli, the salute of a hun- 
dred cannon from the invalids, announced 
to the ■capital, ivliilo discharges of artil- 
lery from the batteries on the coasts, and 
the fortresses on the frontiers, convinced 
foreign states, that the people of France 
had resumed their rights ! 

‘ History' svill not fail to do justice to 
the generosity of the Conqueror, on this 
occasion. The. B.aron dc Vitrollcs had 
been excepted, by the decree of Lyons, 
from the general amnesty, and the Duke 
d’Angoulcmc, whose sentence was pro- 
nounced by the law of retaliation, were 
both saved by his clemency. “ I wish,” 
said Napoleon, “ to be able to proclaim, 
that I rc-conqucrcd my throne without 
having- shed a drop of blood, either in 
the field of battle, or on the scaffold.” ’ 

II. Towards the end of 1814, and at 
the commencement of the following year, 
the utmost discord prevailed at the Con- 
gress of Vienna. Austria, France, and 
England, united by a seerct convention, 
against Russia and Prussia — two powers 
which appeared to put no bounds to tlitir 
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pretensions. Prussia wished to unite 
Dresden to its territory; this was con- 
trary to the interest of Austria. But 
France, supported by Spain, demanded 
from the court of Vienna, in recompence 
for its support — first, that it should con- 
sent to the Bourbons of Sicily being per- 
mitted to re-ascend the throne of Naples : 
Austria refused^ as much through jea- 
lousy of the House of Bourbon, as in or- 
der not to betray Murat, who had con- 
tributed so much to the successes of the 
Allies in 1814, by making common cause 
with the enemies of his country against 
the chief of his family, and his benefac- 
tor. Joachim had decided some events 
of the war. If, with his army (sixty thou- 
sand strong) he had joined the Gallo- Ita- 
lian" army, which the Viceroy command- 
ed, it would have obliged that of Austria 
to remain for the defence of Carinthiaand 
the Tyrol. The army of the Viceroy was 
superior to that of Field-Marshal Belle- 
garde ; but it was kept in check by the 
Neapolitan forces : thus the weight which 
Murat put into the scale on the above 
occasion, Tvas a hundred and twenty thou- 
sand men. With one hundred thousand 



CHAP. I.]- OF NAPOLEON. 9 

men less, the Allies would not have un- 
dertaken the invasion of France before 
the spring. 

In 1814, the Neapolitan army was 
formidable, because at that epoch it con- 
tained two thousand French, Corsicans, 
or Italians, (of the kingdom of Italy) 
commissioned and non-commissioned 
olliccrs, who quitted its ranks as soon as 
they received the circular, b)’ which 
Count Mole, grand judge, recalled the 
French from the service of Naples. The 
Austrian ministers at the Congress fre- 
quently manifested how lightly they 
thought of the inlcrs'cnlion of the court 
of France. “ Louis XVIll," said they, 
•' is not able to unite ten thousand men 
without the dread of seeing them turn 
against himself." M.dcTallcyrand, Prince 
of Benevento, advised the cabinet of the 
Thuilleries to form three camps, one in 
Franchc Comte, another before Lyons, 
and a third in the south of France; these 
might amount to thirty-six or forty thou- 
sand men, without obliging any increase 
of the militaty establishment, or mate- 
rially adding to the public expenditure; 
whilst they svould heighten the credit of 



10 


MEMOIRS 


[book IX. 


the country with foreign powers. This 
project was adopted. In the course of 
February 1815, the troops were put in 
motion. The general of division, Ricard, 
proceeded to Vienna, boasted in many 
conferences the flourishing state of the 
F rench army, its ardour and attachment 
to the king ; and pompously added, that 
three camps, containing eighty thousand 
men, were formed . in the neighbourhood 
of the Alps. The French plenipotentia- 
ries demanded that this army^ seconded 
by; a Spanish division^, should be per- 
mitted to pass into the south of Italy, 
either through Genoa, Florence, and 
Rome, or by sea. - The King of Naples, 
on' his side, did not slumber. He united 
his army (of sixty thousand men) in the 
marshes of Ancona. In order to coun- 
teract the effect of the negociations at 
theThuilleries,-he demanded from Aus- 
tria a passage for the troops, which he 
wished to march towards the Alps for the 
purpose of penetrating into France^ con- 
firming as much as he could the opinion 
already disseminated, that the soldiers of 
France were not those of the Boui'bons. 

- It was under these circumstance's that 
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Napoleon disembarked. The regiments 
destined to form the three camps in the 
south, sverc already in motion, and so 
placed as to serve him as an escort in his 
triumphal march from the Gulf of Juan 
to Paris. Marsha! Soult, minister of 
war, was therefore accused of treason, 
hut appearances were calculated to de- 
ceive, for this movement of troops, their 
position agreeing so exactly with the 
march of the Emperor, took place in 
consequence of an express order of the 
king, and a formal demand made by the 
French plenipotentiaries at Vienna. Tliis 
circumstance proved that the statesmen 
and politicians of other countries knew 
the secret inclinations and wishes of the 
French people, and of the army, much 
better than the princes and ministci's of 
the House of Bourbon. 

III. On the I Gth February, some days 
before his quitting Elba, Napoleon dis- 
patched oneof his chamberlains to Naples, 
to make known to that court, — 1st. Tliat 
he was about to return to his capital, and 
drive the Bourbons from his throne; that 
he was resolved to maintain the treaty of 
Paris, which induced him to hope the 
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allied powers would lake no pari in ihc 
contcnlion lo which il niighl give rise; 
moreover, that the Russian troops were 
beyond thcNieman, part of the Austrians 
on the right bank of the Inn, the majo- 
rity of the Prussians north of the Oder, 
and half of the English army in America; 
that the congress of Vienna had termi- 
nated its operations, and that the Czar 
had set out for St. Petersburg. 2dly. 
That he desired Murat would send a 
courier to Vienna, ordering his ambas- 
sador to notify to that court, that France 
would continue to execute tlie treaty of 
Paris ; and, above all, that its pretensions 
to Italy were completely renounced. 
3dly. That hostilities could not com- 
mence before the end of July ; that France 
and Naples would, in the mean time, be 
enabled to concert a plan of future ope- 
rations ; but that previously he should 
place his army in a good position before 
Ancona, and in all unforeseen cases, 
conduct himself on the principle that it 
is better to fall back than to advance ; to 
give battle south of the Garignano, than 
on the Po. Finally, that he would do 
much by way of diversion, and when 
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supported by a French army, without 
wjiicli he could do notliing whatever. 

The envoy of the Emperor reached 
Naples on the 4tli Mareh. The Incon- 
stant arrived there from the gulf of Juan 
on the 12th. A few days aftenvards a 
courier from Genoa conveyed the news 
of Napoleon's triumphal entry into Gre- 
noble, to the same place. Tlie king no 
longerdisguised his sentiments ; he openly 
declared that it was his wish to CNcitc an 
insurrection in Italy. “ The Emperor,” 
said he, “ will meet with no obstacle, 
the whole French nation will fly to his 
standard j whereas, if I delay my march 
to the Po, and wait till July, "the French 
armies will have restored the kingdom 
of Italy, and once more seized the iron 
crown ; it is for me therefore, to declare 
the independence of Italy." It was in 
vain that the envoy and queen threw 
themselves at the king’s feet, to cons'ince 
him of the danger and temerity of the 
enterprize ; nothing could dissuade him 
from his purpose. He set out for Ancona; 
arriving there at the head of his anny, 
on the 22d March; he did not even give 
himself lime to await the news of the 
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Emperor’s entry into Paris, but he passed 
the Rubicon, crossed Romania, covering 
the territory of the Holy See and Tus- 
cany with his troops; upon this, the 
Pope retired to Genoa, and the grand 
duke went to Leghorn. When he arrived 
at Bologna, the king of Naples called on 
the. people of the kingdom of Italy to take 
up arms, but they demanded why he did 
not speak of Napoleon, their legitimate 
king; adding, that without his orders, 
they could not move ; furthermore, that it 
appeared to them as being extremely im- 
prudent to act before the F rench troops ar- 
rived on the Alps ; that, at all events, they 
wanted muskets, of which the province 
of Bologna alone required forty thousand. 
As to the Neapolitan artillery, it had not 
a single stand of fire-arms. Some days 
, afterwards, the Austrian army; which 
had concentrated itself on the left bank 
of the Po, passed that river, defeated 
the Neapblilan army, and entered Naples 
on the 12th May. Unable to throw him- 
self into the fortress of Gaeta, the king 
embarked on board a merchant vessel, 
and landed in Provence, where he re- 
mained to wait for his family, and collect 
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partisans. The qiiccn-Iiatl, in the mean 
time, entered into negociations with an 
English eommodorc, who, aceording to 
the constant practice of the allies during 
this war, trampled under foot the capi- 
tulation, as they had done at Dantzic 
and Dresden. Instead of conveying that 
princess to France, she was taken', to 
Trieste. Early in the month of April 
Prince Lucicn, accompanied by a' Charge 
d'Atfaircs from the Pope, arrived incog- 
nito at Fontainbleau ; it was by him that 
the first news of Murat’s irruption into 
Italy reached Paris. The Pope wrote 
from Genoa to the Emperor, stating, that 
. if he did not guarantee the possession of 
Rome, his holiness would takcirefuge in 
Spain. The Charge d’Alfaircs of the Holy 
See was well received at the Thuillcrics, 
and returned, canying avith him the 
most favorable assurances to the sovereign 
Pontiff, to whom the Emperor guaranteed 
all that 'Was secured to him by the treaty 
of Paris ; making known, at the same 
time, that he greatly blamed the conduct 
of the King of Naples as contrary to his 
own policy. 

IV. The news of the Emperor’s disem- 
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barkation in France, was received at Vien- 
na on the 8th of March, the congress was 
not as yet dissolved. On the 13th and ^5th 
March, the ministers of the allied powers 
signed acts which were unexampled in 
history; they believed Napoleon lost. 
“ He will,” said they, “ be promptly re- 
pulsed and defeated by the faithful sub- 
jects of Louis.” When they afterwards' 
heard that the Bourbons had been driven 
away on every side' without resistance, 
and that all France had declared itself 
for the sovereign of its choice; the self- 
love of the allies was compromised, yet 

there was still some hesitation manifested. 

/ 

But when the Cabinet of Vienna was 
made acquainted with the sentiments of 
the King of Naples, and soon after with 
his hostile march, it had no doubt of his 
having acted by the orders of the Em- 
peror, and that, therefore, Napoleon, con- 
stant and immoveable in his political 
system, continued to be what he was at 
Chatillon, indifferent to the crown of 
France, if he could not also possess Bel- 
gium, the Rhine, and perhaps that of 
Italy ; it no longer hesitated. The mi- 
nisters signed a treaty against France, by 
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ivliich each of the four principal powers 
engaged to furnish one hundred and fifty 
thousand men. The ratifications were 
exchanged on the 25th April, and they 
calculated that a million of men, com- 
posed of all the nations of Europe, would 
be united at the end of Jul)’, on the fron- 
tiers of France — Sweden and Portugal 
alone refused to furnish their contingent. 
Peace between England and the United 
States of America had been signed at 
Ghent, and ratified towards the end of 
Febniar)’ ; so that the English troops 
being no longer required in Canada, were 
rc-embarked for Europe. On the 15th of 
April the Duke of 'IVcIlington had his 
head-quarters at Brussels, while those of 
Prince Bhichcr were established at Liege. 
On the banks of the Thames and the Dan- 
ube, the Spree, the Neva, and the Tagus, 
ever)’ thing re-echoed war. The French 
frigate Melpomene was taken on the coast 
of Naples by the Rivoli, an English ship 
of the line; Init somcd.iys afterwards, the 
British Commodore in the Mediterranean 
i-cccivcd orders to respect the French Hag, 
war not being declared. The vessels 
of France freely navigated the coasts. 

VOL. IX. c 
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A French frigate brought. Madame, the 
Emperor s mother, from Naples to France. 
These orders of the English Government 
were occasioned by the indecision of the 
sovereigns at Vienna, and the anxiety 
which the Court of London had to gain 
time., because its armies in Belgium were 
not strong enough to defend that country., 
whilst the Admiralty, finding it extremely 
difficult to equip the navy, was fearful 
lest the French squadron at Toulon 
should put to sea before a sufficient force 
could be provided to oppose it. Thus it 
was, that twice a prey to the strangest 
fatality, the King of Naples was as often 
the cause of our misfortunes: in 1814 by 
declaring against France, and in 1815 , 
by a similar step with regard to Austria. 
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CHAPTER II. 


IIILITAIIY SITUATION OF rilANCE. 


1 . Condition of the Armt; on the Isl March, 

■ 18IS. — II. Organisation of an Armij 
of eight hundred thousand strong. — III. 
Arming, Clothing, and lie-mounting the 
Cavalri/; Finances. — IV. Situation of 
the Army on the UI June, 1815. — y. 
Paris. — VI. Lyons. 

I. In the course of the last si.K montlis of 
the )'c.ar 1814, the French army h.id un- 
dergone, a new organisation. In March, 
1815, it was composed of the following 
forces, viz. : One Inmdred and five regi- 
ments of infantrj’, of wliich three were 
in tlic colonics, four Swiss regiments, four 
regiments of infantry of the old guard, 
called grenadiers and chasseurs of France; 
fifiy-scvcn regiments of cavalry of the 
line; four regiments of cavalry of the old 
c2 
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guard, denominated grenadiers, dragoons, 
chasseurs, and lancers of France: eight 
battalions of the train of artillery, two 
battalions of pontonners, three regiments 
of sappers, miners, artificers, called en- 
gineers. The regiments of infantry con- 
sisted of tw'o battalions each, there being 
only six that had three; the effective 
strength of each regiment was about nine 
hundred men, of which six hundred 
could take the field. The cavalry had 
an effective strength of twenty-five thou- 
sand men, and sixteen thousand horses ; 
although eleven thousand horses were 
the utmost which it could send into the 
field ; the battalions of the train of artil- 
lery were not filled up, they had two 
thousand horses at the depots, and six 
thousand at subsistence amongst the pea- 
sants. The general strength was one 
hundred and forty-nine thousand men, 
of which an army of ninety-three thousand 
could be sent into the field, [see Table 
A.) a force scarcely sufficient to guard the 
fortresses, and the principal sea-ports, for 
all the fleets were dismantled and the 
crews discharged, excepting from a ship 
of the line, and three frigates at Toulon, 
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and two frigates at Rochefort. The only 
troops which the naval esl.ablishment pos- 
sessed being eight battalions of gunners, 
the army had to provide for the defence 
of Cherbourg, Brest, L'Orient, Rochefort, 
and Toulon. The artillerj’ stores, not- 
withstanding the losses sustained by the 
cession of the field trains, contained in 
the fortrcsscsof Antwerp, Vcscl, Mayence, 

• and Alexandria, were adequate to the 
wants of the greatest armies, and capable 
of providing for all the casualties they 
could undergo, during many campaigns. 
There were in the armories one hundred 
and fifty thousand new muskets, three 
hundred thousand,rcpairing, iiidcpcndcnt 

I of those which were in the hands of the 
army : but this w.as very inadequate to 
our wants. All the fortresses were dis- 

■ armed, the jialisadcs and besieging instru- 
ments had been sold ; but the ordnance 
svas able to supply them. 

11. Eight hundred thousand men sverc 
thought requisite to resist Europe, on an 
equal footing. The first cares were di- 

■ reeled to the moral organisation of the 

• army. The numbers borne by the regi- 
ments since 1 794, were restored to them; 
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they had been distinguished in twenty- 
five campaigns, and in a thousand bat- 
tles ! Lists were made of those who were 
to oITicer the 3d, 4th, and 5th battalions 
of the regiments of infantiy, the 4th and 
5th squadrons of the regiments of caval- 
ry^ thirty battalions of artillery, twenty 
regiments of the young guard, of ten bat- 
talions of artillery and waggon drivers, 
and of twenty regiments of marines ; 
which gave employment to all the offi- 
cers on half pay, both military and naval. 
Two hundred select battalions of the 
national guards were also required ; each 
battalion composed of two companies of 
grenadiers, and two of riflemen, contain- 
ing five hundred and sixty men. All 
the veterans were recalled to their co- 
lours : no coercive law was necessary to 
enforce their obedience ; they joined in 
■ crowds, labourers, tradesmen, manufac- 
turers, See. all quitted their work, re- 
sumed their old uniforms, and cheerfully 
rejoined their regiments. This summons, 
which should have produced two hun- 
dred thousand men, yielded only one 
hundred and thirty thousand to the 
troops of the line ; because a great num- 
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ber cnrolJed Ibcmselvcs in llic tiro liim- 
drcd batlalions of ihc picked national 
guards, whicli others had entered as sub- 
stitutes of the conscription of 1815. This 
levy was also put in requisition, and 
ought to have given one hundred and 
forty thousand men ; hut it did not pro- 
duce more than eighty thousand at the 
end of May. The insurrection of La 
Vendtic caused another deficiency; be- 
sides, many of the persons liable to con- 
scription had been called out in ISH, 
and they preferred rejoining their colours 
under the denomination of veterans. The 
twenty regiments of marines were formed 
by thirty thousand sailors of the squadron 
formerly stationed at Antwerp, and those 
of Brest, Rochefort, and Toulon: the 
olficcrsand petty officers of the navy hav- 
ing obtained all the commissions. A de- 
mand for two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand men was to be proposed to the 
Chamber in the course of July ; the levy 
would thus have been, terminated in Sep- 
tember. The number of officers, non- 
commissioned officers, and soldiers, re- 
tired or pensioned, amounted to more 
than one hundred thousand, of wliom 
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thirty thousand were capable of serving 
ill the fortresses : they hastened to an- 
swer the requisition made to them by the 
Minister of War ; and their zeal and ex- 
perience were very necessary to direct 
the new levies, as well as .to ensure the 
preservation of the fortresses. [See Table 
B.) . . ■ ' 

III. But fire-arms formed one of the 
important objects. The magazines were 
furnished with a sufficient quantity of 
sabres ; and the artillery regulations en- 
forced several measures for doubling the 
activity of the old manufactures : — Istj 
The workmen were exempted from mili- 
tary service : 5dly, The contractors were 
paid their advances which they demand- 
ed: 3dly, The rigour of its former ordi- 
nances were considerably relaxed, and its 
agents authorized to receive mixed mo- 
dels, having lock-plates more simple than 
those of 1 777 ; many thousand plates 
were ordered to be cast in copper, while 
the manufactory of the mechanical plates 
was re-established. The imperial facto- 
ries could; in ordinary times, furnish 
monthly, twenty thousand stand of new 
arms ; by these extraordinary means they 
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supplied forty thousand, rvhich,' in si.ic- 
•months, svould have made a total of two 
hundred and forty thousand. But even 
this number was insullicient ; many ad- 
ditional workshops were therefore formed 
in the large fortresses, to repair all the 
old muskets in the different de])ots. How- 
ever, those established in the eapital af- 
forded the principal resource ; they sverc 
of three sorts ; the first was employed to 
•new stock the firelocks intended for sup- 
plying the place of those injured on ser- 
vice : the cabinet-makers of the Faubourg 
St. Antoine, unaccustomed to this kind 
of svork, soon became very skilful in it, 
■The second class was employed in the rc- 
•pair of old muskets; while new arms 
were furnished by the third. The cop- 
persmiths, journeymen watchmakers, and 
chasers, who arc numerous in that great 
city, sverc all occupied. The officers of 
artillciy exerted themselves with so much 
zeal and intelligence in the direction of 
all those efforts, that during the month 
of May fifteen hundred muskets were 
completed daily; in June, the number 
amounted to three thousand ; and in the 
following montli tbc)’ would have been 
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able to furnish four thousand per day. 
There existed, at this momentous period, 
more activity in the capital than it dis- 
played in 1793 ; but with this difference, 
that anarchy and disorder reigned through- 
out, during the first-named period. Be- 
sides, the arms which the revolutionary 
manufactories prepared were defective, 
nay, scarcely fit for service ; whereas 
every thing was conducted with the 
greatest economy in 1815. This arose 
from a better system of administration, 
and more. attentive superintendence. It 
should also be observed, that the arms 
made on this occasion were in strict con- 
formity to the rules of art. This impor- 
tant service was therefore rendered com- 
plete. . The manufactories of cloths, fit 
for the clothing of the troops., were nu- 
merous in 1812, and in the following year 
:they could supply the w.antS;ofithe army ; 
'but in 181,4. they were all abandoned. 
The Minister of. War. had> bespoke no- 
rthing; die gave.no clothing to. any of the 
corps, except the six regiments which 
'bore the.name.of the King or the Princes, 
iln the beginning of. April, (the, treasury 
advanced many millions, 40 , the clofh- 
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mamifaclurcrs, wlio, in the space :of a 
month, recommenced their business willi 
the utmost aclivily. Tlic clolliing of 
eight hundred thousand men was a very 
considerable object, ‘and it -would have 
been impossible to provide for it in time. 
In this dilemma the Minister adopted tlic 
plan or requiring the sedentary national 
guard, by one of the artielcs which was 
to ordain the levy of two hundred and 
fifty- thousand men, to furnish one hun- 
dred thousand suits and equipments to 
the army on active scrs'ice. 

The contractors delivered twenty thou- 
sand cavalry horses before the 1st of 
June, ten thousand trained horses had 
been furnished by the dismounted gen- 
darmerie, the price of them was immedi- 
ately paid to the gendannes, who in eight 
days remounted themselves, Iiy purchas- 
ing hoi-scs of tlieir own clioicc. It was 
intended to take half of those hoi-ses, in 
the month of July, and agreements were 
‘made for fourteen thousand others ; thus 
there were on the 1st of June, forty-six 
■thousand cavalry horses at the depuLs, or 
in a state of training, and there would 
havc'becn sixty-six thousand at the end 
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of "July. Five thousand artillery horses 
had returned from grass : agreements for 
■fifteen thousand had been made with the 
contractors, twelve thousand were deli- 
vered by the 1st of June; at which epoch 
there were eighteen thousand artillery 
horses. 

The facility with which the Duke de 
Gaeta, minister of finance, and the min- 
ister of the Treasury Count Molien, pro- 
vided for these enormous expenses became 
an object of general astonishment, as all 
the branches of' service could only be 
.paid for in ready money. Advances were 
even required by many of the contractors,, 
nevertheless the public debt and thepen- 
jsions were discharged with the greatest 
exactness. The expenses of the interior,- 
«o far from being diminished, were aug- 
mented ; the system of the public works 
was resumed throughout France: “It is 
very easy to see,” said the workmen, “ that 
the great contractor has returned; all 
was dead, but now every thing revives; 
we were idle, and we are now occu- 
pied An opinion generally prevailed, 

’ that the Emperor on his return had found 
: a hundred millions in gold, at the Thuil- 
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Icries; thiswas erroneous, llic real treasure 
he found ss'as the affection of liis people, 
and the goodwill, not only of the mass 
of the nation, but also of the French and 
Dutch capitalists. The treasmy negocia- 
ted four millions of the sinking fund, 
at- 50 percent, which it replaced in credit, 
by an appropriation of national forests ; 
this produced, clear of all deductions, 
forty millions * in ready money, which 
came into the treasury svith incredible 
rapidity. The King had quitted P-tris 
with such precipitation, that he had not 
been able to carry away the crown plate, 
valued at six millions, nor the treasury 
chests of the departments : fifty millions 
w'ere found in these depositories, a jiart 
of this sum w.as employed by the fomicr 
minister of finance, Baron Louis, in stock- 
jobbing speculations. This vicious system 
was abandoned by the Duke dc Gacta, 
who was thereby enabled to make use of 
the funds that had been appropriated to it. 
The contributions svcrc not augmented, 
but the people were eager to accelerate 
the payment of them : gratuitous dona- 

• Tb«c calculauoni »rc mide in fraoci, of tm J>«ece 
•tcifo; each.— Zif. 
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tions were numerous ; in some depart- 
ments they exceeded a million. At all 
the parades, unknown citizens approach- 
ed the Emperor and presented him with 
packets of bank-bills ; frequently on his 
return to the Palace, lie gave up to the 
minister of the treasury eighty or a hun- 
dred thousand francs which he received 
in the above manner ; no very consider- 
able Slim could be produced in this way, 
but the fact is cited as a testimony of the 
national ardour. ' ■ 

Thus France would have had a military 
establishment of from eight to nine hun- 
dred thousand men, completely organ- 
ized, armed and clothed, bn the first of 
October. Hence, too, the pfobleni' of its 
independence consisted.- in being' able to 
retard hostilities until that jperiod ; ' the 
months of May, June,- July, August j and 
September, were necessary,' but they 
would' have sufficed. The frontiers of 
the empire would then have formed 
barriers which no human power could 
pass' with’ impunity. (See Tabled,) 

IV'. On the 1st June, the effective 
strength of the French troops under 
arms amounted to five hundred and fifty- 
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nine thousand men. {See Talks D and E.) 
Tlius, in two months, tlic minister of svar 
h,ad levied four hundred and fourteen 
thousand men, making nearly seven 
thousand per day. Of tliis number, the 
eOeetive of the regular army amounted 
to 1 liree hundred and sixty-three thousand 
men ; that of the cxtraordinaiy army, to 
one hundred and ninety-six thousand 
men : of the elfective of the line, two 
hundred and seventeen thousand men 
were under arms, clothed, instructed, 
and fit to enter immediately into the field. 
They were formed into seven grand corps, 
or divisions, comprising four of cavalrj", 
and four of obscn'ation, including the 
anny in LaVcndic, distributed .along the 
frontiers, covering thC' whole line: but 
the principal forces were cantoned within 
reach of Paris, and the frontier of Flan- 
ders: on the 1st of June all the troops 
of the line quitted the fortresses, leaving 
them to be guarded by the extraordinary 
army. The first corps, commanded by 
Count d'Erlon, took its cantonments in 
the neighbourhood of Lille; it was com- 
posed of four divisions of infantry,' con- 
sisting, each, of four regiments, of one 
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division of light cavalry, and six batteries 
of artillery. The second corps, com- 
manded by Count Reille, was cantoned 
round Valenciennes ; it was composed in 
the same manner as the first corps, but a ' 
little stronger:, some of the regiments 
having three battalions. The third corps, 
commanded by Count Vandamme, was 
united in the neighbourhood of Mezieres; 
it had three divisions of infantry, one of 
cavalry, and five batterieS:, The fourth 
corps, commanded by Count Gerard, was 
in the neighbourhood of Metz ; it had, 
three divisions of infantry, one division 
of light cavalry, and five batteries ; one 
of its regiments of infantry was detached 
in La Vendee. The fifth corps, command- 
ed by Count Rapp, was stationed in 
Alsace ; it had three divisions of infantry, 
one .division of light cavalry, and six 
batteries. The sixth corps, commanded 
by Count de Lobau, was assembled at 
Laon ; it was composed of three divisions 
of infantry, one of light cavalry,, and six 
batteries : but each of these divisions of 
infantry had a regiment detached in La 
Vendee. The seventh corps, commanded 
by Marshal Suchet, was at Ghambery, it 
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was composed of two divisions of infantry 
of the line, of four regiments each ; of 
two divisions of picked national guards, 
of eight battalions each ; also a division 
of light cavalry, and si\ batteries. The 
first corps of observation, that of Mount 
Jura, commanded by General Lccomhc, 
was composed of a division of infantry, 
consisting of three regiments ; two divi- 
sions of picked national guards, of eight 
battalions each; adivision of light cavahy, 
and five batteries. The second corps of 
observation, (that of the Var,) command- 
ed b)' Marshal Brunc, was composed of 
a division of infantry, consisting of tlncc 
regiments, of which two had three bat- 
talions ; a regiment of c.avalrj', and three 
batteries: these regiments of infantry were 
taken from the 23d militaiy division, in 
which they were replaced by as many 
battalions of Corsican volunteers. The 
third corps of observation, that of the 
eastern Pyrenees, commanded by Gen- 
eral Dccacn, w.as assembled at Toidonsc, 
it was composed of a division of infantr)’, 
of three regiments, a regiment of c.avahy, 
sixteen batuilions of chosen national 
guards, and three battciics. The fourth 

VOL. IX. D 
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•corps of observation, commanded by Gen- 
eral Clausel, was at Bordeaux, and com- 
posed of a similar force to the preceding. 
These two last corps were weakened by 
the sending of one regiment from each 
into La Vendee. After having^raised the 
imperial standard during the 'month of 
April, that province revolted* in May: 
General Lemarque commanded the im- 
,perial army there; it was composed of 
eight regiments of the line, two regi- 
ments of the young guard, two regiments 
of cavalry, ten squadrons of gendarmerie, 
each of four hundred men ;-, of twelve 
battalions or detachments of the line, 
destined for the grand divisions of the 
army, but which had been detained in 
La Vendee by the urgency of the case. 
The four corps of cavalry reserve, under 
Marshal Grouchy, were all cantoned be- 
tween the Aisne and Sambre ; each corps 
of cavalry had two batteries of light 
artillery, and was composed of two di- 
visions, each division consisting of three 
regiments. The first corps, composed of 
light cavalry, was commanded by Count 
Pajol ; the second corps, formed of dra- 
goons/ was under the orders of Count 
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Exccimansj the third corps, composed 
of cuirassiers was commanded hy Count 
Milhaud; and the fourth corps, formed 
in like manner of cuirassiers, was under 
the orders of Count Kcllcnnan ; the im- 
perial guard was composed of four regi- 
ments of the young guard, four of the 
middle guai'd, four of the old guard, four 
regiments of cavalry, and ninety-six 
pieces of ordnance (see Table F.). In the 
various corps of the army, the regiments 
had in general but two battalions, c.ich 
battalion corrsisting of six hundred men, 
present and irndcr anns; two hundred 
arrd for ty men less than their regular 
establishment ; this supplement of men 
was on the march to join, and wonld 
have done so, before the first of July. 
The 3rd, -Itlr, and 5th battallorrs, and the 
depots, were put in motion from all points 
to assemble at Paris, Lyons, and in the 
western departments. The artillery pre- 
pared a new train of five hrrndrcd field 
guns, fit for immediate action, and hav- 
ing a double proportion of supplies. 
The two hundred select batl.aliotrs of 
irational gtrards, forming an circctivc of 
one hundred and tsvclvc tlrousand men, 
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M'crc entirely levied i. one hundred and 
lilly battalions, making eighty-five thou- 
sand men, garrisoned the forts and fort- 
resses on the frontiers of the empire ; 
forty-eight battalions forming twenty-six 
thousand men, had been united as already 
observed; sixteen with the first corps of 
observation, that of the Jura, sixteen more 
with the seventh corps, and sixteen in 
forming a reserve on the Loire. Count 
Dumas had made the greatest exertions in 
the levying of these troops, in which ser- 
vice he merited well of his country. In- 
dependently of these, two hundred bat- 
talions of grenadiers and light infantry, 
selected from the national guards ; forty- 
eight new battalions of national guards 
were levied during the month of May 
in Languedoc, Gascony, and Dauphiny ; 
those of Dauphiny were in Provence, 
while those of Languedoc increased the 
strength of the third corps of observation 
to fifteen thousand men, which comple- 
ted the defence of the Pyrenees; these 
forty-eight battalions were not compre- 
hended in the return of; the 1st of June, 
because they had not as .yet quitted the 
chief stations of their departments; but 
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at the end of June they were all united 
at their respective destinations. Of the 
thirty thousand olTicers, non-commis- 
sioned oificei-s, and soldiers, withdrawn 
from their retirement, twenty thousand 
men augmented the garrison of the for- 
tresses, ten thousand garrisoned Marseil- 
les, Bordc.anx, and some othcrcities, where 
their presence was necessary to stimulate 
puhlie spirit, and watch the evil-disposed. 
As to the ninety fortresses, they were 
armed, palisaded, provisioned, and com- 
manded by e.vpcricnccd olTicers. 

The first line of the northern frontiers, 
viz. Calais, Dunkirl:, St. Omcr, Lille, 
Condi, Maubcuge, and Phillippeville, 
were provisioned for six months, .and had 
garrisons complete with respect to nnm- 
bers, though not clothed in uniforms nor 
disciplined. It was the chosen national 
guards that fonned the second line, viz. 
Ardres, Aires,, Bcllume, Douay, Valen- 
piennes, Lequesnoy, Avesne, and Rocroi ; 
these were provisioned for four montlis, 
hut had only half their garrisons. 

■ The third line, viz. Montrcuil, Hes- 
din,Arras,l!onchaiD,Landrccy,Bapaumc, 
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Cambray, Abbeville, Chateau d’Amiens, 
Peronne, Chateau de Ham, and Laon, 
^Yere provisioned for three months, and 
had a fourth part of the garrison neces- 
sary for a regular defence. 

On the frontier of the Moselle, the first 
line, viz. Charlcmont, Mezeires, Chateau 
de Sedan, Chateau dc Bouillon, Thion- 
villc, Sarre-Louis, and Bitche, v’ere pro- 
visioned for four months, and had their 
garrisons complete. 

The second line, viz. Verdun, Metz, 
Phalsbourg, and Toul, were pi'ovisioned 
for four months, and had half the number 
of men necessary for a regular defence. 

On the frontier of Alsace, viz. Landau, 
Lauterbourg, Hageneau, Strasburgh, 
Scelestadt, Neubrisach, Huningen, were 
provisioned for six months, and had their 
garrisons complete. 

On the frontier of Swisserland ; viz. 
Befort, Besangon, Fort FEcluse, and Aux- 
onne, were provisioned for four months, 
and had complete garrisons. 

On the frontier of the. Alps ; viz. Fort 
Barraux, Briancon, Mont Dauphin, Col- 
mars, Entrevaux, and Antibes, were pro- 
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visioned for four monlhs, and had suOi- 
cicnl garrisons. 

On the frontiers of die Mediterranean ; 
the forts of St. Merguirite, castle of St. 
Tropez, Fort Brigan^on, the forts of the 
Isles d'Hyercs, Toulon, Fort dc Bone, 
Aigues-Mortes, Cette, and Collivurc, had 
garrisons siiiricicnl to presers'e them from 
a coup tie main, and were partially pro- 
visioned. The batteries on the coast 
were armed anew ; all the strong holds 
on the Pyrenean frontier, and the first 
and second lines from Perpignan to Ba- 
yonne, were also armed, provisioned, and 
had garrisons more or less numerous. 
Spain gave ver)' little disquietude. Fi- 
nally, all parts of the coast, such as 
Bayonne, the Chateau Trompettc, the 
forts of the Isle d'Ai.v and Oleron, the 
Isle de Re, Rochelle, the castle of Nantes, 
I'lslc Dieu, Bcllcisle, Brest, St. Malo, 
Cherbourg, Havre, and Dieppe, were all 
armed ; they had garrisons sullicienl to 
defend them from a coup de main, and a 
good supply .of provisions. The gun- 
ners of the coasts were levied. All the 
English forces were employed in Bel- 
gium' or America; so that no serious im- 



•»{) Mlf.Mnins IX. 

easiness svas cnteitained M'ith respect to 
a niariiiinc allack. 

W ir host i lilies, as tlicrc was .some rea- 
son to fear, commenced hcTorc llicantnmn, 
the armies of Kiii7>pe, acting in concert, 
would he much moic nnmcj'ons than 
llujse of J'rance. In that ease, it wonid 
he under Paris and Lyons that the dcs- 
tii)}' of the French I'hnpirc must iiavc 
been decided : these two cities, as well 
as ail the capitals of Europe, had been 
rortified ^brmeri^': and, like them, had 

4 ‘ * 

ceased to l)e so in latter limes. 

However, if Vienna had been fortified 
in I«05, the battle of Uim would not 
have decided the fate of the war : the 
army which General Kiitusofi’ command- 
ed would have awaited the arrival of the 
other Hnssian cor])s, which had already 
reached Olmnltz, as well as that of Prince 
Charles on its way from Italy.' In 180.9, 
the Archduke Chai'Ics, who was beaten 
at Eckmuhl, and obliged to clfc^t his re- 
treat by the left bank of the Danube, 
would have had time to reach Vienna, 
and thus effect a junction with General 
Hiller’s corps and the army of the Arch- 
duke John. 
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•Had Berlin been fortified in 180G, the 
army tliat was beaten at Jena would have 
rallied there, and been joined by the Rus- 
sian army. 

I If, in 1808, Madrid bad been a plaec 
of arms, the French armies, aficr the vic- 
tories of Espinosa, Tudclla, Burgos, and 
Sommosicra, would not have marched on 
to that capital, leaving Salamanca and 
Valladolid, the English army of General 
Moore, and the Spanish forces under 
Romano, in its rear: in that ease these 
two corps ssould have united themselves 
to the anny of Arragon and A^alcncia, 
tinder the fortifications of Madrid. 

- The Emperor Napoleon entered Mos- 
cow in 1812. If the Russians had not 
resolved on bnniing that great city, (a 
resolution unc.vamplcd in history, and 
which they alone could execute,) its cap- 
ture would have led to the submission of 
Russia; for the conqueror. would there 
have found — 1st, all that sv.as necessary 
for the clothing and refitting his army : 
2dl)', provisions, srinc, spirits, and every- 
thing else required for the subsistence of 
a large military, force : Sdly, horses to 
remount the cas-alry : lastly, the supiiort 
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of thirty thousand frccd-nicn, sons of 
frced-mcn, or slaves enjoying consider- 
able fortunes, all extremely impatient of 
the yoke of the nobility, and who would 
have communicated ideas of liberty and 
independence to the slaves: an alarming 
prospect, which must have induced the 
Czar to make peace; particularly as the 
Emperor’s intentions were not those 
which have been attributed to him. The 
conflagration destroyed all the magazines, 
dispersed the population ; tlic merchants 
and lower class of the inhabitants were 
ruined ; by which that great city became 
a scene of disorder, anarchy, and crime. 
Had it been fortified, Kutusoff would have 
encampedundertheramparts; thus render- 
ing its investment totally impracticable. 

. . Constantinople^ a city much more ex- 
tensh*^ than any of our modern capitals, 
owed its safety -entirely to fortifications ; 
without, them, the empire of Constantine 
would have. terminated fn 700 ; thus last- 
ing but three hundred years. ,The for- 
tunate Musseii would otherwise have 
planted the standard of the Prophet 
there; ithis was done in 1440, about eight 
hundred years after ; so that.the aboveca- 
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l)Ual is indebted to its walls for an c.^ist- 
cncc of eight hundred years. Besieged 
fifty times during the above intcn'al, as 
often did it repel tlic assailants ; at length 
the Freneh and Venetians took it, but 
not without having encountered a most 
spirited resistance. 

Paris owed its safety to its walls on ten 
or twelve different occasions. Without 
them it would have been a prey to thcNor- 
mans; — 1st, in 885, when these barbarians 
besieged it in vain during the two prece- 
ding years: 2dly, in 1358, at which period 
it svas besieged, with an equal want of suc- 
ecss, by tlie Dauphin and if, some years 
afterwards, the inhabitants opened the 
gates to him, it was entirely of their own 
accord: Sdly, in 1359, Edward of Eng- 
land encamped at Montrongc, carried fire 
and sword under its verj- walls, but fell 
back before the fortifications, and retired 
to Chartres: -Ithly, in M29, Henrj' the 
A'th of England, enclosed within its walls, 
repelled the attacks of Charles the Vlltli : 
5lhly, in 11 6-1, Count dc Charolais, hav- 
ing surrounded this capital, failed in all 
his efforts to reduce it: Clhly. in M72, 
'it was attacked by the Duke of Burgundy, 
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who was obliged, to content himself with 
ravaging the surrounding country i 7 thly, 
in .1536, the- Emperor Charles Vth, mas- 
ter of Champagne, established his head- 
quarters at Meaux, while his scouts made 
their appearance under the ramparts of 
Paris, which once more owed its safety 
to the walls : and lastly in 1588 and 1589, 
Henry III. and Henry IV. failed before 
its fortifications ; if the inhabitants open- 
ed their gates afterwards, they did so 
voluntarily, and in consequence of the 
abjuration of the besieging king at St. 
Denis. Finally, in 1636,' and many suc- 
ceeding years, the fortifications of Paris 
saved the inhabitants froni conquest. If 
it had been a strong place in 1814 and 
.the following year, capable of holding out 
even for eight days, what an influence 
might not such a circumstance have had 
on the events of the world ! ! ! 

■ A great capital is always the country 
of a nation’s chosen bands ; all the nobles 
.have their dwellings and their families 
-there ; it. is the, centre, of opinion, and 
universal depository : nothing therefore 
.can he more contradictory to reason, or 
.inconsistent .with sound policy, than to 
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leave a i)oinl so truly important without 
the means of immediate defence. After 
his return from the campaign of Aiislcr- 
lilz, the Emperor frequently meditated 
on tliis subject, and even caused many 
plans to be drawn up for constructing 
woiks on tlic heights round Paris; but 
the fear of creating uneasiness amongst 
the inhabitaiits, and those events which 
succeeded each other with incredible ra- 
pidity, prevented him from putting' his 
projects into execution. What ! people 
will exclaim, would you pretend to for- 
tify cities which arc several leagues in 
circumference? It will require eighty or 
a hundred forts, a garrison of fifty or sixty 
thousand men, and fromcight hundred toa 
thousand pieces of artillery to be mounted 
on your works. But, six-ty thousand sol- 
diers fonn an army ; is it not better to 
employ such a force in line? This ob- 
jection is made in general against all great 
fortified places, but it is extremely ill- 
founded, inasmuch as it confounds a sol- 
dier with an oixlinaiy individual. It 
cannot be denied that the defence of a 
large capital requires fifty or sirlj thou- 
sand men, but not fifty or sixty thousand 
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soldiers. In periods of political misfor- 
tunes and great national calamities, a 
country may want soldiers, > but they are 
never without men- for their interior de- 
fence. Fifty thousand men; including 
from two to three thousand gunners,' will 
defend a capitaf and defy the entry to 
cin army of three or four hundred thou- 
sand men; whilst that number in the 
open field; if they are not well trained 
and commanded by experienced officers, 
would be put in disorder by a charge 
of three thousand cavalry. Besides, all 
large capitals are capable of covering a 
great part of their circuit by inundations, 
because they are generally situated on, 
rivers, so that the ditches rnay be filled 
' either by natural means, or the steam- 
engine. ' Places of the above description, 
that contain such numerous garrisons, 
have a* certain number of commanding 
positions, without the possession of which 
it would be* impossible to attempt enter- 
ing them. 

But whatever might have been the 
plan of the campaign adopted in 1815,, or 
the attention paid to the arming, pro- 
visioning, and garrisoning the ninety for- 
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tresses oil the French frontiers, if our in- 
vaders commenced hostilities before the 
autumn, Paris and Lyons were the two 
important points ; whilst these were oc- 
cupied in sunicient force, the countiy 
could not he lost, nor obliged to submit 
to the discretion of its enemies ! ! ! 

It was the General of Engineers, I-Iaxo, 
who superintended the fortifications of 
Paris. He caused the heights of Mont- 
martre, the inferior heights of the Mills, 
and the flat from the mound of Chau- 
mont to the heights of Pcrc le Chaise, to 
be fii-st occupied ; a few days were sulfi- 
cient to trace these works, and give them 
a defensive form. He next ordered the 
•Canal dc I’Ourq, which nins’ from St. 
Denis to the Basin of Vilcttc, to be com- 
pleted. The directors of bridges and 
causeways were charged with this scr- 
x-icc, and they acquitted themselves in 
the execution of it, with that real and pa- 
triotism by which they arc so peculiarly 
distinguished. 

The earth svas thrown up on the left 
bank to form a rampart. The)- constnic- 
ted half-moon batteries to cover the cause- 
ways on the right bank. 
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was ' inundated. • From .the heights of' 
Pere la Chaise to the Seine, the right was-, 
supported by works established at L’Etoile 
under the cannon of Vincennes, and by- 
redoubts in the' park of'Bercy ; a trench of 
five thousand feet in length joined the bar-^ 
rier of the throne to the redoubt of Etoife ; 
this was found ready cohstrii'cted, the 
causeway was 'heightened and' flanked by 
two good walls ; these works were .com- 
pletely finished,' and defended by six Iiuiit 
dred pieces of cannon'; on the 1st of June,- 
General Haxo had traced- the v/orks of the 
right bank of the Seine from opposite B'arey 
to the barrier beyond the military -school ; 
fifteen days were necessary ‘to terminate 
them.'- This system of fortification on 
the two banks communicated in follow- 
ing the' right bank- of the Seine by St. 
Cloud, Neuilly^ and St. Denis. The- city 
being thus covered, a fort w’as tojbe. con- 
structed, , enveloping- the,’ triumphal arch 
of L’Etoile, supporting its right' by ' the 
batteries of Montmartre, and its left by 
works' thrown up - on the heightS'of the 
barrier of Passy, crossing their fires- with 
other Works established towards the mili- 
tary school on . the- other- bank : lastly^ 
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by three forts servinj; as retreats to the 
troops posted at llcllcvilic, situated on 
the summit towards Paris, in such a man- 
ner, tliat tticy miglit rally there, and 
prevent Uhc enemy when he liad forced 
the circuit, from uncovering Paris on that 
side. In a plan of permanent fortifica- 
tions, it would be iicccssar)’ to extend 
the inundations on all the low grounds, 
and to occupy the t£tc-dc-pont of Char- 
enton and that of Nciiilly by small forls, 
that is to say, the height of mount Cal- 
vaty, so as to enable the army to ma- 
noeuvre on both banks of the Marne and 
Seine. The parks of artillcr)’ for the 
respective banks of these rivers were 
separate; si.x, twelve, and eighteen pound- 
ers being adapted for the left side, 
while four, eight, sixteen, and twenty- 
four pounders were chosen for the right ; 
in order to avoid the confusion likely to 
arise from the use of different calibres. 
Several generals, colonels, and a great 
number of artillery olficcrs, were exclu- 
sively attached to this service, as svcll as 
two battalions of marine gmuicis dis- 
patched from the coasts, forming sixteen 
hundred men; fourteen companies 

VOL. IX. r 
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lery of the line, forrhing .one thousand 
five hundred -men, and twenty com- 
panies of artillery of the national guard ; 
numbers of volunteers from the Cha- 
renton and Polytechnic schools, toge- 
ther with the Lyceums ; making in all, 
from five' to six thousand exercised gun- 
ners, capable of serving a thousand 
pieces of cannon. . Four hundred pie- 
ces of artillery, twenty-fours, eighteens, 
twelves, and sixes, from the naval arsenal, 
had arrived from Havre, and were im- 
mediately mounted on the batteries, .as 
were also six hundred brass field-pieces : 
twenty field batteries with their horses. 
See, forming four reserves of five batteries 
each, were so disposed as to be able to 
move easily on all the points of the line 
which might be menaced either on the 
entrencl^ments of Belleville, or on the 
banksof theSeine. Independently of these, 
six hundred gunners, and fifty-five thou- 
sand men, were sufficient to defend the 
lines ; while Paris afforded the certain re- 
source of more than one hundred thou- 
sand men, without weakening the regular 
army. , , 

. VI. The General of Division, Lery, 
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d’rccicd the ^^orks of Lyons: this for- 
litss, situated at the conflticncc of tlic 
S.ionc and the Rhone, is strong by its 
position. He constructed a ttle-de-pont 
On tile left hank of the Rhone, to cover 
the hiidgc of Moraiid : that of the Gnil- 
lotiue was protected by another fort ; he 
also cst:iblished a draw-bridge on the 
middle arch. The suburb of the Guil- 
lotiuc is not comprehended within the 
defences of the town, but this quarter of 
the city is inhabited by a population full 
of p.uiiotism and courage; the General 
therefore considered, that it ought to be 
‘cos’ctcd by an assemblage or system of 
redoubts, uhich would enable the people 
to defend themselves for a long time. 
The ancient limits on the right bank of 
the Slone p.ass on the summit of several 
rising grounds, and os'cr a spot called 
Picrrc-fncisc ; these were strengthened, 
as also the other points betas cen the Saone 
and Rhone. The best mode of attacking 
Ljons is on its fronts, betas ecu the taso 
rivers ; consequently, the engineer occu- 
pied three positions aaiih licM forts, 
aahich aacre llanLcd by the last named 
line of defence, aabile they flanked 
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other. One hundred and fifty pieces of 
naval cannon sent from Toulon, and one 
hundred and fifty brass field guns were 
mounted at different batteries. On the 
25th of June, all those works were ele- 
vated, palisaded, and armed. A battalion 
of naval gunners six hundred strong, nine 
companies of artillery of the line, form- 
ing one thousand men, and nine hundred 
gunners taken from the national guard, 
Agricultural School, and the Lyceums, 
completed the number of gunners to two 
thousand five hundred, which was more 
than those required for the service of the 
guns. A numerous staff of artillery was 
also attached to this force, and consider- 
able magazines of supplies were formed 
thei'e. From fifteen to twenty thousand 
men were enough to defend Lyons ; and 
we were certain of raising thirty thou- 
sand men, without enfeebling the troops 
of the line. 
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CHAPTER 111. 


PLAN OF THE CAJIPAICN. 


I. Could the French armj; commence hos- 
tilities on the 1st of April ? — II. The 
three Plans of Campaign. First projects 
to remain on the defensive, and draw the 
enemy's armies tenvards Paris and Lyons. 
III. Second project: to assume the ojfen- 
sive on the ISth of June, and invade 
Belgium . — IV. Third project: to assume 
the offensive on the ISlh of June, and, in 
case of any failure, to entice the enemy 
under Paris and Jjjons. — The Emperor 
adopts the latter plan of operations. 

I. Os the niglit of Ills aiTiv.il at Paris, 
tlic Emperor ordered General EicelmanS 
to pursue the King's guard, at ilic head 
of three thousand cavalrj-, and to cap- 
ture, disperse, or drive it beyond the 
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frontiers. But, composed as it was of 
such hctcrop^cncous elements, this force 
had already dissolved itself. A part of 
it was surrounded and disarmed at Be- 
thune, while the other portion reached 
Neuve Eglisc, where it was disbanded 
by the Count d’Artois. General EmccI- 
mans took possession of all the iioiscs, 
magazines, and baggage ol this corps ; 
the officers and j:>rivatcs, hemmed in by 
the peasants, threw away their uniforms, 
and disguised themselves in various 
ways to escape popular indignation. 
Some days afterwards Count Reille re- 
paired to Flanders with twelve thou- 
sand men, to re* enforce the troops of 
Count d.’Erlon^ who commanded on that 
frontier. The Emperor then deliberated 
whether or not he should commence 
hostilities with these thirty-six thousand 
mem on the 1st of April, by marching 
on Brussels and rallying the Belgian army 
under his colours. The English . and 
Prussian armies were feeble, disseminated; 
without order, chiefs, or a consistent 
plan *5 some of the officers were on leave 
of absence ; the Duke of Wellington 'was 
at Vienna, arid Marshal Blucher at Berlin. 
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Tiic Frciicli nrmy migiit rcacli Bni'i^cls 
on the 2d of April. But, in (lie fir^t 
place, Iiopcs were entertained or peace ; 
France wLslicd it, and would have loudly 
blamed a prematurely olTcnsivc move- 
ment ; secondly, to unite Trom thirty-five 
to tiiirty-six thousand men, it would have 
been nccessar)’ to leave the twcnty-tbrcc 
strong places from Calais to Pbilippcvillc, 
forming the triple line of the north, with- 
out garrisons. If the public spirit of this 
frontier bad been as good as that vbich 
existed in Alsace, the Vosges, Ardennes, 
or on the Alps, this might have been 
done without any risk. But the minds 
of the people U'erc disu'ded in Flanders ; 
it would therefore have been most im- 
prudent to abandon these strong places to 
the local national guards ; a month w.is 
requisite to levy and transfer, from the 
neighbouring departments, chosen bat- 
talions of national guards, to replace the 
troops of the line. Thirdly, the Duke 
d'Angoulcmc bad marched on Lyons, 
and the armed force from Marseilles on 
Grenoble. The first news of the com- 
mencement of hostilities svoiild have en- 
couraged the discontcntcil ; above all. 
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il was essential to remove the Bourbons 
from the French territory and to rally 
the people, which did not take place 
before the 20th of April. [Sec the docu- 
rnenfs in (he JppcndLx.] 

11. In the course of May, when France 
was pacihed, and when there no longer 
remained any hope of preserving peace 
externally, the armies of the dilferent 
powers being on their march towards 
the frontiers, the Emperor meditated 
on the plan of campaign which he should 
adopt. Three presented themselves : — 
The first was, to remain on the defensive, 
thus suffering the Allies to take upon 
themselves all the odium of a first aggres- 
sion, get entangled amongst our fortresses, 
penetrate to Paris and Lyons, there to 
commence, on these two bases, a spirited 
and decisive war. This project possessed 
many advantages : 1st, the Allies could 
not be ready to enter the field before thfc 
15th of July, and they would not reach 
the neighbourhood of Paris and Lyons 
'before the middle of August. . The Isfc, 
-2d, sd, 4th, 5th, and 6th corps, the fouk 
corps of heavy cavalry, ' and the guard, 
would concentrate thelnselves under 
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Paris: these corps had, on the ISth of 
June, one hundred and forty tliousand 
men under arms : on the 15lh of August 
their numbers would have amounted to 
two hundred and forty thousand men. 
Tlic first corps of observation, or of the 
Jiira.svould he concentrated under Lyons: 
they had, on the ISth of June, twenty- 
five thousand men tinder arms ; and they 
would have sixty thousand men on the 
1 5th of August. Secondly, the fortifica- 
tions of Paris and Lyons would he ter- 
minated and perfect by the 15th of 
August. Thirdly, by that period, timi 
would have been obtained to complete 
the organisation and arming of the forces 
destined for the defence of P.aris and 
Lyons, to reduce' the national guard of 
Paris to eight thousand men, and to qua- 
druple the light troops of that capital, 
by increasing their number to sixty thou- 
sand : these battalions having officers 
from the line, would be of great service; 
and, joined to the six thousand gunners of 
the line, marine and national guard, and 
to forty thousand men from the depots of 
seventy regiments of infantiy, and of the 
guard belonging to die army under Paris, 
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would increase the force destined to de- 
fend the intrenched camp of Paris to one 
hundred and sixteen thousand men. At 
Lyons, the garrison would be composed 
of four thousand national guards, twelve 
thousand light troops, two thousand 
gunners, and seven thousand men from 
the depots '.of the, eleven infan tr}' regi- 
ments composing the army at Lyons, 
making a grand total of twenty -five thou- 
sand men. Fourthlv, the hostile armies, 
which might penetrate to Paris by the 
northern and eastern departments, would 
be obliged to leave a hundred and fifty 
thousand men before the forty- two strong 
places of these twm frontiers. Estimating 
at six hundred thousand men, the force 
of these armies, they would' be reduced to 
four hundred and fifty thousand on their 
arrival before Paris. The Allies that 
. reached Lyons would be obliged to ob- 
' serve the ten fortresses of the Jura and 
Alps : supposing their force to be a hun- 
dred and fifty thousand men, scarcely a 
hundred thousand of them could invest 
Lyons. Fifthly, in the mean time -the 
national crisis, arrived at its height, would 
excite great energy, in Normandy, Brit- 
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tnny, Auvergne, Ilcrr)’, fce. Niimcrou? 
bnltalions uould daily arrive at Pari?. 
Every tiling ivoiild go on augnicnling on 
the side of Fi-ante, and diminisliing oii 
tliat of the Allies. Si.vllily, t«o hundred 
and forty thousand men under the orders 
of the Emperor, manceuvring on both 
banks of the Seine and Marne, protected 
by the vast entrenehed eamp of Paris, 
and guarded by a hundred and sixteen 
thousand stationary troops, would surely 
vanquish four hundred and fifty thou- 
sand enemies. Sixty thousand men, cOmi 
nunded by .Marshal Sachet, manceuvring 
on c.ach side the Rhone and S.iouc, pro- 
tected by Lyons, with its twenty-five thou- 
sand men, must have prevailed over the 
invading army ; and thus would the sacred 
cause of the country have triumphed! ! ! 

- 111 . The second plan was to anticipate 
the Allies, and tO' commence hostilities 
before they were rc.ady ; but they could 
not commence hostilities until the 1 5th 
of July; it was ncccssarj’ therefore to 
take the field on the I5lh of June, to 
beat the Anglo-Ilclgian anny, and that of 
Prussia and Saxony, which were in 
Belgium, before the Russians, Austrians, 
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Bavarians^ fcc. See., had arrived ’ on the 
Rhine. On the 1 5 th of J une, an arrhy of a 
hundred and forty thousand riien might 
be united in Flanders, leaving a curtain 
on all the frontiers, and good garrisons in 
each of the strong places. 1st. If the Anglo- 
Belgian and Prusso-Saxon armies were 
beaten, Belgium would revolt, and its 
troops recruit the French army. ^ly. 
The defeat of the English army must 
have led to the dismissal of the English 
ministry, whose places would no doubt 
have been supplied by the friends of peace, 
liberty, and the independence of na- 
tions; this cifctimstance alone would have 
temiinated the war. Sly. If it happened 
to be otherwise, the army, victorious in 
Belgium, re-enforced by the 5th corps 
that remained in Alsace, and bv the re-en- 
forcenients, which the depots could fur- 
nish in the months of June and July, 
would ‘march bn the Vosges against the 
Russian and Austrian armies. 4thly. The 
advantages of this project were numerous, 
it was conformable to the genius of the 
nation, and to the spirit and principles of 
the war; it remedied the. dreadful incon- 
venience attached to the first project ; 
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viz.thcabandontncntorFlantlcrs.PiKirdy, 
Artois, Alsace, l,oraiiic, Cliampagnc, 
Burgundy, FranchcComle, and Daiiphiny, 
ivilhoul firing a shot. But was il possible, 
with a force of a hundred and forty thou- 
sand men, to beat the two armies which 
covered Belgium, viz. the Anglo-Bclgian 
army, composed of a hundred and four 
thousand men underarms,’' [see Table G.) 
and the Prusso-Saxon army of a hundred 
and twenty thousand men, in all two 
hundred and twenty-four thousand men. 
The force of these armies sliould not be "es- 
timated by a mere comparison of the num- 
ber, two hundred and twenty-four thou- 
sand with a hundred and forty thousand, 
because tlic allied army svas composed of 
troops, more or less clficicnt; so that an 
Englishman might be counted for one 
Frenchman, two Dutchmen, Pntssians, 
or soldiers of the confederation, for one 
Frenchman. The enemies' armies were 
under the command of two different 
generals, and formed of nations divided 
no less by their sentiments tlian interests. 

IV. The month of May passed in these 

• Not cotnprcticwlinj ll,e fourteon ErrliUi irrij=ft:ti 
C-omtelfJ «l OitcoJ fora Non}, er twi- 

•osing the fertrato cf Btigiooi. 
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meditations. The insurrection of La Ven- 
dee withdrew twenty thousand men from 
the army of Flanders, and reduced it to 
one hundred and twenty thousand men; 
this was a fatal event and greatly dimin- 
ished the chances of success. But the 
war of La Vendee might extend. The 
Allies, masters of many provinces, might 
rally partisans for the Bourbons; though 
these princes were strongly disliked by 
France, yet .the march of the enemy to 
Paris and Lyons 'would be favorable to 
them. On the other hand, Belgium, and the 
four departments of the Rhine, held forth 
their arms^ calling loudly on their delive- 
rer: and communications were kept up 
with the Belgian array ; this determined the 
Emperor to adopt a third plan, which con- 
sisted in attacking the Anglo-Belgian and 
Prusso-Saxon armies on the 15 th of June^ 
and if he failed in separating and defeat- _ 
ing them, of falling back upon Paris and 
Lyons. It is true, that having failed in 
the attack upon Belgium, the army would 
reach Paris much enfeebled; that the op- 
portunity of reducing the national guard 
of the capital to eight thousand from 
thirty-six thousand, which it was, in order 
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to augment the number of liglil troops 
to sixty iliotisnnd, xvoiilii be lost, because 
tliis opcn'tiou could not l)c perronned 
ill ibc absence of Napoleon, and during 
the svar. It is also true, ibat Ibc allies 
Avbo, if SVC waited for tbcin, would 
not commence Imstililics before Ibc ISlli 
of. July, would be able to do so ou the 
.1st of that moutb, 'in the event of their 
being piovofccd so early as the 15th of 
June; that their march on Paris would 
also he more rapid after a viclorj', and 
that the anny of Flanders, reduced tootle 
hundred and twenty ihuusaud men, w.is 
inferior hy ninety thousand men, to those 
of Marshal llltichcr and the Duke of Wcl- 
linguin. Uut in 1811, France had, svitli 
forty thousand men under anns, made 
head against the aniiy commanded by 
Jllarshal llluchcr, and that under Prince 
Schwarzciibcrg, where the tw‘o Emperors 
and the King of Pntssia were present: 
these armies united, were two hundred 
and fifty thousand strong; yet the French 
anny of forty tlioiisanil .men defeated 
them frequently ! .' At the b.iltlc of Mont- 
mirail, the corps of Sacken, Yorck, and 
Klcis amounted to fort)- thousand men: 
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they were attacked^ beaten, and driven 
beyond the Marne, by less than sixteen 
thousand French! Namely, the horse and 
foot guards, Ricard’s division of eleven 
hundred and fifty men, and a division of 
cuirassiers; while Marshal Blucher with 
twenty thousand men, was kept in check 
by Marmont’s corps of four thousand ^ 
men; and that the army of Schwarzen- 
bergj'one hundred thousand strong, was 
prevented from advancing by the corps, 
of Macdonald, Oudinot, and Gerard^ form- 
ing altogether less than eighteen thousand 
men. 

The Duke of Dalmatia was named 
Major General of the army. On the ^nd 
of June he issued the following order of 
the day, and .immediately after set out 
frorri Paris to visit the fortresses in Flan- 
ders’, and the army. 

, “ The . most august of ceremonies lias 
just, consecrated our institutions. The 
Emperor has received from the envoys^ 
of the people, and deputations sent from 
all the; armies, the expression of their 
sentiments and- wishes respecting the ad- 
ditional: act, which had been sent for ac- 
ceptation; and a new oath unites France 
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and llic Emperor. Thus (lie destinies arc 
propitious; and all the cfTorts of an im- 
pious league can no longer separate the 
interests of the great people, and of the 
Hero, whose hrilll.ant triumphs have at- 
tracted the admiration of the universe. 

“ It is, at a moment when the national 
Mill manifests itself M-itli somueh energy, 
that ciies of uaraie he.ard: illsMhcn 
France is at peace M'ith all Europe, that 
foreign annics .ads-ance on our frontiers : 
Mhat then aic the hopes of this iicm- eoa- 
lilion ? Does it M-ish to e\tirpatc Fntnee 
from the rank of nations? Docs it M'ish to 
plunge tM'cnty-eight millions of French- 
men into a degrading scrs’itude? Has it 
forgotten that the first league that msis 
formed against our independence, tended 
to oiiraggrandircmcnt and oiir glory? A 
hundied brilliant victories, mIuc'i mo- 
mentar)’ reverses, and nntonani circum- 
stances has’c not been able to cITacc, might 
to remind It, that a free nation, conducted 
by a great ni in, is invincible. 

*‘ Evers' Frenchman is a soldiers' ben 
national honour and liberty arc in rpies- 
tion: at present, a common interest unites 
us all. Tile cngagcincnts ss Inch violence 

VOL. tx. r 
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ravished from us, are destroyed by the 
flight of the Bourbons from the French 
territory ; by the appeal they have made 
to foreign nations to remount the throne 
which they have abandoned ; and by the 
unanimous will of the nation which, in 
resuming its rights, has solemnly disa- 
vowed all that has been done without its. 
participation. 

“ The French cannot I'eceive laws from 
foreigners; even those who have gone to 
beg a parricidal succour, will not de-, 
lay to recognise and prove like their pre- 
decessors,' that contempt and infamy fol- 
low their steps, and that they cannot wash 
away the opprobrium with which they 
cover themselves, except by re-entering 
our ranks. 

“ But a new career of glory opens itself 
before the army. History will consecrate 
the military exploits which shall have 
illustrated the defenders of the country 
and of the national honour. It is said the 
enemies are numerous ; what matters it 
to us ? It will be more glorious to con- 
quer them, and their defeat will be the 
more splendid. The struggle in which 
we are about to engage is not above the 
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genius ofNapolcon, nor licyond our own 
strcnglh ; <lo sve nol see all llic depart- 
nicnts, rivalling caeli other in cnthnsiasni 
and devotion, fonn, as it svcrc by cneliant- 
nient, five hundred snperh battalions of 
national guards, which arc already come 
to double our ranks, to defend our for- 
tresses, and to associate themselves with 
the glory of the army ? This is the impulse 
of a generous people which no power can 
conquer and svhich posterity will admire. 
To anns ! 

"The signal will soon he given; let 
ever)' one be at his post; our victorious 
phalanxes arc about to derive new splen- 
dour from the uumber of our enemies. 
Soldiers, Napoleon guides our steps: we 
fight for the independence of our beau- 
tiful countiy: we arc ins'inciblc!" 



68 


MEMOIRS ■ , ' [book IX, 


CHAPTER IV. 


'.OPENING OF THE CAMPAIGN IN JUNE 1815. 


I. — State and position of the French Armp 
on the lAth of Jane at night. — II. State 
and position of the Anglo-Belgian and 
Prusso-Sdxon Armies.— 111. Manoeuvres 
and Battles on the Ibth, — IV. Position 
of the belligerent Armies on the 1 5th at 
* night. 

I. The 4th corps, commanded by Count 
Gerard/^ set out froni Metz on the 6th 
of June, passed the Meuse and arrived 
at Philippeville on the 14th. Count 
Belliard assumed the command of Metz 

^ Lieut. General Count Gerard commanded the 
4th corps, and Lieut. General Count Girard, the 3rd 
division of the 2nd corps. To avoid confusion, we shall 
give the title of Count to General Gerard, and put 
his name in italics, giving the title of General to General 
Girard, and printing his name in roman characters. 
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-iintl the frontier of the Sarre; he took 
care to mask the movement of the -Ith 
corps, by ocenpyin" the frontier witli de- 
tachments from the battalions of tlic cho- 
sen national gnard, taken from the gar- 
risons of Meta, Longsvy, Sarre-Lonis, kc; 
and by the free cor|)s already clothed and 
organiacd, levied in these departments. 
The imperial guard quitted Paris on the 
8th of June, and marched towards A vesne. 
The Isl corps set out from the neighbour- 
hood of Lille, and the 2nd from V.alcn- 
ciennes to occupy a station between Man- 
benge and A vesne. The garrisons of all 
the strong pl.accs, from Dunkirk inclu- 
sively, masked this movement by placing 
strong detachments in such positions, that 
svhen the catitonments of this frontier 
svcrc centralised, the advanced jjosts bc- 
c.amc tripled ; and the enemy deceived, 
imagined that all thcanny formed a junc- 
tion on the left. The fith corps set out 
from Laon, and marched on Avesne; 
svhilc the -Ith corps of c.avalrj- of rcsen e 
concentrated itself on the Sambre. 

The Emperor set out from Paris on the 
12lh in the morning, breakfasted at Sois- 
soas, slept at Laon, gave his last orders 
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for the arming of that place, and arrived 
at Avesne on the 13th. On the 14th at 
night the army encamped in three direc- 
tions the left, more than forty thousand 
strong, composed of the ^nd and ist corps, 
on the right bank of the Sambre, at Ham- 
sur-Heure, and Solre-sur-Sambre ; ;the 
centre, more than sixty thousand'^strong, 
composed of the 3rd and '6th eorps of 
the imperial guard .and of the reserves 
of cavalry, at Beaumont, where the 
head-quarters were established ; the right, 
more than fifteen thousand strong, formed 
of the 4th corps, and a division of cuiras- 
siers, in front of Philippeville. The 
camps were established behind small .hills, 
a league from the frontier, in ;such a 
way that the hres were not perceived by 
the enemy, who in fact had no knowledge 
of the encampment. On the .14th at 
night, the returns proved that the force 
of the army was one hundred and twenty- 
two thousand four hundred men, and 
three hundred ^and fifty pieces nf cannoni 
as follows 
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Note . — The gunners, soldiers of the artillery train, pon- 
tonncrs, sappers, miners, waggon-train, that is to say, those 
who conduct the provisions, travelling-hospitals, &-c. are 
comprehended in this inimber, all being regia2ented in 
France. Tiie only persons not comprehended are the 
ofiicers’ grooms and postillions; these- individuals not 
being paid by the state. Fifteen years ago, the artillery- 
drivers, those of the provision-waggons, and the baggage 
of every kind, hospital-attendants, See. were not included 
in the returns, being paid and clothed by the contractors, 
and not by the state : this made a difterence of a 
twentieth in the general returns. An army, which is, at 
present, stated in the general returns, to amount to one 
hundred and twenty thousand men, would then have 
been returned, as amounting to one hundred and four- 
teen thousand only: this is the case with the English. 
Thus, an English army, stated in its returns to amount 
to one hundred and fourteen thousand men, would, in ' 
point of fact, consist cf one hundred and twenty thousand. 
In this campaign there were forty-si.x artillery men or 
engineers (comprehending the trains of these two bran- 
ches, and of the military equipages,) to every gun ; viz. 
thirty-four to each, with corps of the army, and twelve 
with the park of artillery. The staflF of the artillery, 
that of the engineers, the gunners who serve the field- 
pieces, soldiers of the train who conduct them, and the 
artillery carriages, the sappers, miners, and workmen, and 
two companies of military equipages attached to each 
grand corps, are included in the first number. The pon- 
tonners, builders of bridges, workmen of the parks, soldiers 
of the train attached to the stores of double supplies, 
to the ammunition carts and other carriages of the parks. 
The reserve of the sappers and miners, the workmen of 
the engineer department, and' the companies of military 
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• Oh llic evening of liic Ulii, (lie Empe- 
ror iViicd liic following order of (he d.iy : 
“ Soldiers ! this is the anniversary ol Mar. 
cngo.andofFriedland. Then, as after Aus- 
Icrlila and Wagram, we were loo gene- 
rous ! We gave ercdil to the protestations 
and oaths of the princes, whom we suf- 
fered to remain on their thrones! Now 
however, coalesced hetss-cen themselves, 
they aim at tlic independence and at the 
most sacred rights of France. They have 
commenced the most unjust of apgres- 
sions. — Arc we no longer the same men? 

" Soldiers, at Jena, when fighting 
against these very Pnissians, nosv so arro- 
gant, yon were as one to two, and at 
hfontmirail, as one to three. 

" Let those amongst you, who have 
heen in the hands of the English, recite 
the story of their prison ships, and the 
evils wliicU they sutTcred in them. 


e«juipa-f» of fe»crT<, wr cotintrd in ilir fectaJwi iwmbcr: 

thii smsT of Oftc »ivl IwmM iboutiad 

n»nt, coni:it<x! of m wore iJttn cw 

aii'i fcnutmi llioussfrl cosibaUt.!i, sori li-tre Irunrin:^ 
f.fu jiitcr* tfcrctic*a. 
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Saxons, Belgians and Hanove- 
lians, Jthe soldiers of the Hhenish con- 
federation, groan lat the thought of being 
obliged lo lend their .arms to the cause 
of iprinces, aenemies of justice, and of the 
rights lof nations. They know that this 
coalition is insatiable i after having de- 

YWEED TWELVE MILLIONS OF PoLES, 
TWELVE MILLIONS OF ITALIANS, A MIL- 
LION OF Saxons, six millions of Bel- 
gians ; IT WILL, if pehmitted, also 
DEVOUR the states OF THE SECOND GLASS 
IN Germany, 

“ Fools that they are'! a moment of pros- 
perity, blinds them. The oppression and 
the humiliation of the French people are 
out of their power! If they enter France,' 
there will they find their tomb. 

Soldiers ! we have forced marches 
to make, battles to wage, perils to encoun- 
ter ; but with constancy, the victory will 
be ours: the rights, the honour of the 
country, will he reconquered. 

“For every Frenchman who possesses 
a heart, the moment has now arrived 
either to conquer or perish !” 

II. On the night of the 1 4th, the ene- 
my’s armies were very tranquil in their 
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cantonments. Tlic Pnitso-Saxon army 
formed the left, and the Anglo-Bclstian 
army tlic right. The first, commanded 
by Marshal lllucher, svas one liundred 
and twenty thousand strong, viz. eighty- 
five thousand infantiy, twenty thousand 
cavalry, fifteen thousand artillcr)-, engi- 
neers, and military attendants, and throe 
hundred pieces of cannon. It was di- 
vided into four corps. The first, com- 
manded by General Zietten, was con- 
nected with the English cantonments, 
bordered tlic Sambre, having its head- 
quarters at Charleroi, and ricnnis for 
its i»oint of concentration. The .second, 
under the orders of General Pirch, svas 
cantoned on the frontier, in the neigh- 
Irourliood of Namur, which was also its 
point of concentration. The third, com- 
manded by General Thiclman, bordered 
the Meuse, in the environs of Dinant, 
and was to concentrate iusclf at Cincy. 
Lastly, the fourth corps, under the orders 
of General Billow, svas behind the three 
fust, with its hc-ad-qiiartcn at Liigc. 
Thus, it would talc each coriw half a 
d.iy to concentrate. The whole anny wat 
to a'scmblc in the rear of > ■ The 
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first corps was already there ; the second 
had eight leagues to march from Namur ; 
the third had fourteen leagues to march 
from Giney, while the fourth had six- 
teen to march from Ham. The head- 
quarters of Marshal Bliicher were at 
Namur, distant sixteen leagues from that 
of the Duke of Wellington, which was 
at Brussels. 

■ The Anglo-Belgian army, under the 
Duke of Wellington, was formed of 
twenty-four brigades, of . which, nine 
were English, ten German, ❖ five Dutch 
and Belgian ; of eleven divisions of ca- 
valry, composed of sixteen English regi- 
ments, nine German,t and six Dutch, 

^ Viz. 2 Germanic Legions, in the pay of England. 

5 Hanoverian. 

1 of Nassau. 

2 of Brunswick. 

10 

i* Viz. 5 Germanic Legions. 

3 Hanoverian. 

1 of Brunswick. 
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, a battalion of veterans at Ostend, and 
the 9th, 55th, 59th, and 37th English 
regiments, in the strong holds of the 
-Belgian frontier, where considerable 
bodies of militia had been united. The 
nine English brigades, the five Hano- 
verian brigades, and the two brigades of 
the German Legion, formed six divisions, 
called English. The five Dutch brigades, 
and the brigade of Nassau, formed three, 
called Belgian ; the troops of Brunswick 
formed one. These ten divisions were 
formed into two grand: corps of infantry. 
The first, under the orders of the Prince 
of Orange, whose head-quarters were at 
Brainerle-Comtej was composed of five 
divisions, of which two' were English, 
namely, a division of the guards, and 
the third:: division ; the others were the 
three Belgian divisions. Their points of 
reunion were Enghien, Soignes, Braine-le- 
Comte, and'Nivelles. The second corps, 
commanded by Lord Hill, whose head- 
quarters were at Brussels, was composed 
of five divisions, four English, and that 
of the Brunswick troops, their points of 
reunion Were Brussels, Alt, Halle, and 
Ghent. Lord Uxbridge commanded, the 
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cav.ilty ; liis point of ramion n-as Gram- 
moiiL Tfic general park Avas cantoned 
round Client. It required half a day for 
e.ich division to join at its point of re- 
union. The pointer coneentration for the 
army was Qiiatrc Bras, in order to be 
two leagues on the right of the Pnis- 
sian army. There was, from the hcad- 
cpiartcrs of the Prince of Orange to Qiiatrc 
Bras, a distance of six leagues ; from 
Nivcllcs, two lcagur.s and a half; from 
Enghein, thirteen lc.agucs ; from Soignes, 
eleven leagues; from Bnisscls, Uie prin- 
ci])al hcad-<iuartcrs of the army, eight 
'leagues; from Ghent, seventeen leagues; 
from Grammont, thirteen leagues; and 
from Ath, thirteen leagues. Tsvo svholc 
days would therefore be necessary, for 
the assembly of the two armies orr the 
same field of battle: united, tliey pre- 
sented a force of t»vo hundred and Isvciity- 
fonr thousand men, namely : 

|SV»» 

Cpckv) mjko 

H,tua t*vrw 

In the night, lictsvccn the I-tth and t5th, 
confidcnti.al messengers returned to tlic 
French head-quarters at Beaumont, and 


' r rTU"«») •• 

'i 

JU !•••> 


> 
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announced^ tliat every thing was tranquil 
at Namur, Brussels, and Charleroi ; this 
Wfis a happy presage. To have' thus 
succeeded in concealing the movements 
which the French army. 'made for two 
days from the enemy, was to have already 
obtained a great advantage. The Prussian 
army found itself obliged to establish a 
point of assembly further ' back than 
Fleiirus, or to give battle in that position, 
without being able .to receiye any sup- 
port front the Anglo-Belgian army; 

The characters of the generals-in-chief 
of the enemy’s forces, was very different. 
The hussar habits of Marshal Blucher, 
his activity and adventurous spirit, con- 
trasted strongly with the circumspect 
movements and slow marches of the 
Duke of Wellington. If the Prusso- 
Saxon arndy was not the first attacked, it; 
would proceed with more activity and 
eagerness to .the succour of the English 
army, than the English army would 
towards it. All the measures of Napo- 
leon were therefore first directed against 
the I^russians. 

. III. The three F reiich columns com- 
menced their march at day-break on the- 
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IStli. Tlic advanced guard of the left, 
fonticd by Prince Jerome's division of ibc 
second corps, on !c.iving its camp, met 
the advanced guard of tlic Prussian corps 
of General Zietten; routed it, took pos- 
session of the bridge of Marchiennes, 
anil made five hundred prisoners; the 
Pnissiau advanced guaid rallied on Char- 
leroi. The corps of cavalr)’ under Ge- 
neral Pajol, fonning the advanced guarsl 
of the centre, commenced its march at 
three in the morning; It sv.as to be sus- 
tained by General Vamlammc's corps 
of infantry. As, betsveen Ucanmont and 
Cbarlcroi, there is no road to facilitate 
the march of troops, and only bad cross- 
svays, ss’hcrc dcfdcs arc found at almost 
evciy step; the third corps had been 
encamped a league and a h.air on the 
right of Beaumont. At six o’clock in 
the morning. Count Vandamme n-as still 
in his camp, although he should have 
set out from it at the same time as the 
cavalry of P.ijol. The Tmperor perceiv- 
ing this delay, took the advance with his 
guard, and entered Charleroi at noon, 
preccdcil by the light cavalrj’ of Pajol, 
nhich followed the enemy sword in 

SOL. IX. c 
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hand. The corps of General Vandammc 
did not arrive there before three o’clock 
in the afternoon. The right, commanded 
by Count Gerard, surprized the bridge 
of Chatelet at an early hour ; the whole 
column arrived in the evening. From 
Charleroi to Brussels the distance is 
fourteen leagues; the road passes by 
Gosselies, Frasnes, Q^uatre Bras, Ge- 
nappe, and Waterloo. Not far from 
Charleroi, another causeway turns to 
the right; and passes by Gilly towards 
Namur, distant eight -leagues from Char- 
leroi. The corps of Zietten, informed 
by its hussars of the movement of the 
French army, evacuated Charleroi hastily 
by these two routes ; one division retired 
by the Brussels road, and halted at 
Gosselies ; another took the route of 
' Namur, and halted at Gilly. General 
Pajol followed the enemy on the route of 
Namur; General Clary, with a brigade 
of hussars, pursued it on that of Brussels^ 
The troops skirmished on both these 
routes; General Clary, not being suffi- 
ciently strong, was supported by General 
Lefebvre Desnouettes, with the light ca- 
valry of the guard and its two batteries. 
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Diiltcimc's division of the young Fool 
gtnuds u.is placed in rcscn’c behind 
P.ijol's c.iv.ilry, and he dcl.ichcd a regi- 
nicnt to post itself half u.ay hctuccn 
Cliailcroi and Gossclics, sciving as a 
reserve to the c.ivalry of Cenend la;- 
ftltvi-c Desnouettes. Count Itcillc p.asscd 
thcSanihic over the liridgc of Maichien- 
iies, and marched on Gossclics to gain the 
rovttc ot Rivisscls, and llicucc to push on 
to Qiiatrc Ih.is. 

Geuend Count D'Erlon, nas ordered 
to support Gcucml Rcille. Marshal 
Groucliy, as soon .as he had passe 1 Char- 
leroi svith the icscrs'c oF e.tv.dry ashich 
as ere followed hs" the thin! corps, marched 
on Gilly, svhich General Zicttcu cs-.a- 
eualcd, to take post bctssccn it and 
ricunis, hacked hy a svood. General 
Rcille look possession of Gossclics after a 
slight resistance. M.arshal Ncy had just 
arrived on the field of b ittlc. The 
Emperor itnmcdi.ilcly onlcicd him to 
proceed to Gossclics, to take the com- 
in.and of all the Icftoing, comjro'cd of 
the second and first corps of the division 
of cavalry of LcfcbsTc Desnouettes, and 
of General Kcllcnnan’s corps of hcasy 
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cavalry, formrag in all forty-seven thou- 
sand men. The Marshal was to attack 
whatever troops he met on the road from 
Gosselies . to Brussels^ and to take post 
across that route bevond Ouatre Bras : 
keeping military possession of the ground 
by placing strong advanced guards on the 
road to Brussels, Namur, and Niveiles. 
The division of General Zietten’s corps, 
which- had defended Gosselies, retired by 
a wdieel to the left on Fleurus ; Count 
Reille caused it to be followed by the 
third division wdiich General Girard 
commanded ; and with his cavalry and 
three other divisions, marched on Ouatre 
Bras. Prince Bernard, of Saxony, com- 
manded a brigade of four thousand men 
of the troops of Nassau, forming the 
.second brigade of the third Belgian di- 
yision. As soon as he heard the report 
of cannon in the direction of Charleroi, 
and that he was informed of the retreat 
of General Zietten, he marched on Frasne, 
and posted himself before Ouatre Bras, 
across the road to Brussels. General 
Lefebvre Desnouettes after a slight can- 
nonade, having threatened to turn and 
cut him off from Quatre Bras, obliged 
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llic Prince lo rclrcat, and lie acconlingly 
look ]) 05 l belwcen Q^nalrc Pr.is anil 
Gcimppe. 

ConiU Rcillc, marched unopposed svitli 
his inrantr)’ to encamp beyond Qnalrc 
Bi'as, where he ss-as rejoined by Mai’shal 
Ne)‘, svlio, having heard the cannonade 
on Flcnnis, and received the report of 
General Girard, that there sverc con- 
siderable forces in that direction, ihongbt 
it pnidcnt to lake post; bis advanced 
guard at Frasne having onl-posls nc.ir 
Qnatre Bras, 

The corps o^^'andamlnc and Grouchy 
were united at Gilly; deceived by false 
reports they lost tsvo hours, in the belief 
that tsvo hundred thousand Pnissians 
were behind the ssoods and in front of 
Flcnnis. The Emperor svcnl himself 
lo reconnoitre the enemy, and judging 
that these ss oods were not occupied by 
more than tsvo divisions of the corps of 
/.icltcn, amounting to, from eighteen to 
tssenly thousand men, he gave imme- 
diate orders for the irDojis lo march 
forssanl. The enemy rclixalcd, and stas 
vigorously pursued. A charge of the 
four sipiadrons on duly, conducted by 
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General Letort, pierced through two 
squares, destroyed the twenty-eighth Prus- 
sian regiment; but the intrepid Letort 
was mortally wounded. .This general 
was one of our most distinguished ca- 
valry officers. It was impossible for any 
one to possess more bravery, nor had he 
an equal in the art of conducting a 
charge, or communicating the electric 
spark to the men as well as to the horses ; 
at his voice and example, the most timid 
became-the most intrepid.' At night, the. 
corps ofVandamme and of Grouchy took 
up a position in the woods of Trichenaye 
and Lambusart, near Fleurus. 

IV. During the night between the 
i5th and 16th, the French head-quarters 
were at Charleroi ; that of Marshal 
Blucher at Namur ; the Duke of Wel- 
lington’s at Brussels. The first corps of 
the Prusso-Saxon army, commanded by 
General Zietten, enfeebled by the loss of 
two thousand meiij which it had sus- 
tained during the day, was concentrated 
on the heights behind Fleurus, occu- 
pying that village by a detachment: The 
second corps, which had assembled at 
Namur, marched all night to join the 
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firsl at Sombrcf. The third corps had 
rc-.asscmh!cd one p.iri at Namur, .and the 
other at Cincy. Tlic first part inarched 
all night, and arrived at Sonihrcf on 
^thc morning of the iGtIi; the second 
could not arrive before the afternoon of 
the IGth, during the battle. The fourth 
corps, commanded by General Iliilow, 
not having received the order to con- 
centrate itself until very late, oiving to 
the distance, could not commence its 
march before the IGth; and did not 
arrive at Gcmbloiix, t«o leagues from 
Sombref, until after the battle, on the 
night betivcen the IGth and 1 7th. 

On the Ijth, at seven o'clock in the 
evening, the Duke of ^^’cllil)glon re- 
ceived a despatch from Marshal lllnchcr, 
annonneing to him, that *' hostilities bad 
commenced, and that a strong rrcnch re- 
connoitring party had sabred some of his 
advanced posts." This did not appear 
to the English general as retpiiring any 
other prccanlion, than giving an order 
to all the line to be on its gnanl. At 
eleven o'clock at night, a second despatch 
from .Nlarshal lilnchcr. brought him in- 
telligence that the •' rrcnch had entered 
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Charleroi at eleven o’clock on the morn- 
ing of the ISth, and that they continued 
to march in order of battle on Brussels ; 
that all the space comprehended beiweeh 
Marchiennes, Charleroi, and theChatelet, 
was covered with . bridges and troops ; 
that ' the French army was one hundred 
and fifty thousand strong ; and that the 
Emperor was at its head.” On this intelli- 
gence being communicated to him, the 
Duke of Wellington immediately des- 
patched an order to all the army to 
break up its cantonments, assemble each; 
division at the point of concentration, 
there to await fresh orders. The third 
Belgian division, which was the only 
division of the Anglo.-Belgian army that 
occupied cantonments within six leagues 
of ^uatre Bras^ was the only one that; 
could arrive there on the morning of the 
16th. Four other divisions^ which were- 
less than nine leagues distant, might ar-- 
rive there in the evening of the same- 
day ; but the rest of the army, being- 
distant twelve, thirteen, fourteen, seven-; 
teen, and nineteen leagues, could not unite 
themselves at that point before the 1 6th at 
night, and the 17th during the day. , : 
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The arl'illcr)’ and Ihc cavalry were in 
this predicament ;'andsvhcn united, even 
at Quatre liras, the Anglo-liclgian anny 
would still be two leagues distant from 
Flcunis. The troops liaving been called 
out during the night at Bnissels, the 
Ilninswick, and the fifth English divi- 
sion which were there, commenced their 
march for Qiiatrc Bras early in the 
morning. 

The French army passed the night in 
three columns ; the Icll commanded by 
Marshal Key, had its head-quarters at Gos- 
sclies, iisout-postsonQiiatrcBras, audits 
advanced guard at Frasne. The second 
corps u as between Frasne and Gossclics, 
having as an advanced guard, General 
Girard’s division at its right on the route 
to Flciirus. The first corps in columns, 
from Marchiennes to Gossclics ; the centre 
composed of the reserve of cavalry, and 
the third corps ssais encamped in the 
woods belsvccn Flcunis and Ch.irlcroi ; 
the guard svas in columns on the route 
from Chatlcroi to Gilly, and the sivth 
corps in front of Charleroi. The third 
column forming the right, ss-as in front 
of the bridge of the Clulclct. AH the 
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army was united, having passed the Sam- 
bre pm three bridges, the left, on that of 
Marchiennes, two thousand toises,*. from 
that of Charleroi, bn which the centre 
passed ; and this at three thousand toises 
from the bridge of the Ghatelet, on which 
the right had passed. 

The French army bivouacked on. the 
night between the 15th and 16th, in a 
square of four leagues ; it was equally in 
its power to press on the Prusso- Saxon, 
or on the Anglo-Belgian army,* being al- 
ready placed between them. The two 
armies of the enemy were surprised, and 
their communications already very much 
restrained. All the Emperor’s manoeuvres 
had succeeded to his wishes ; he had it 
thenceforth in his power to attack the 
armies of the enemy in detail. , To avoid 
this rnisfortune, the greatest that could 
befal them^ the only means they had left, 
was to abandon the ground, and assemble 
at Brussels or beyond that city. 

^ The French toise is .equal to about six feet three 
inches English measurement.— 
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I. March of the French Army to cni^cijie 
the Pnisso-Saxoit Army. — II. Patllc cj 
cf yime. — III. PnltU 
of Qiuitrc Jlras on the Ifilh of June . — 
,VI. I’osilhn of the Armies on the .\ty,ht 
I'Clwcen the ICI/i cnul 1‘lh o/yune. — V. 
Their manteiivres on Ihe lUh. — VI. 
Their position on the A'lghl hetween the 
llth and ISth cJ Jwnf. 

I. M,\r.si!AL Ncy received an order in 
the ni"hl, to piidi on at day-breat orthc 
1 Clh, beyond Onalrc lira? ; and occupy 
a f^ood cavalrj' position on the Ilnuscli 
ro.id, p,iurding the c.iiiscK'ays of Nivcllci 
and N.'mnr, by bis Il.inbcrs on the right 
and Icfi. Gnmt riabani, aide-de-camp 
General, sras the bearer of these orders. 
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and remained all the day with the Mar- 
shal. General Girard’s division, the third 
of the second corps, which was in ob- 
servation opposite Fleur us, was ordered 
to remain in its position, that it might 
act under the immediate orders of the 
Emperor, who, with the centre and right 
of the army marched to engage the 
Prussian army, before its fourth corps, 
commanded by General Balow, had join- 
ed, and ere the Anglo-Belgian army- as- 
sembled on its right. 

The skirmishers met at the village of 
Fleurus. After some discharges of artil- 
lery those of the enemy fell back on their 
army, which was then perceived in order 
of battle ; the left at the village of Som- 
bref, formed across - the causeway of 
Namur ; the centre at Ligny, the right 
at St. Amand, the reserves on the heights 
of- Bry, occupying a line of three thou- 
sand toises. The French army halted 
and formed ; it was now ten o’clock in 
the morning. The third corps in front 
of Fleurus, having Girard’s division 
twelve, hundred toises on its right, and 
the fourth corps in the centre ; Marshal 
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Grouchy wilh ihc c.iv.nliy cor]i< ofP.ijol 
and IIxccIm.inA formiiif; tlic right ; the 
gu.(rd, cav.dr)-, iiiratilr)-, aitillcty, and 
^lilhaud's ciiirassicp: formed a second 
line on the curtain nhieh commands the 
])Iain hchiud Flciims. 

The hmiicrnr, .’.ciom]ianicd by a fen- 
attcud.uits, visited the chain of out-posts 
mounted on the heights, and svindmills, 
and attentively rcconnoiticd tlie position 
of tlic enemy's army. It [sresented a force 
certaiidy exceeding eighty thousand men. 
Its front sv.as covered liy a deep ravine, 
and its light uncovered. Tlic line of 
battle ss.as perpendicular to the causenay 
of Namur, Quatre Bras, and in the direc- 
tion of Sombref to that of Gossclies; the 
point of Qnaire Bras svas pctpcndicnlar 
behind the middle of the line. It is 
evident that .Marshal Bhichcr did not 
capict to be atiacLcd on that d.iy; he 
thought there svonid he time to tompicic 
the asstmlding of his troojis, and tint he 
ss-otdd he supported on his right by the 
Anglo-Bclgian anny, s'liich nastoinaicli 
onOimtic Bras by the canscis.aysof Bnis- 
scls and Nivcllcson the ITili, 
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A staff-ofEcer of the left reported, that 
when Marshal Ney was about to march 
to the position in front of Q^uatre Bras, 
he had been stopped by the cannonade 
which was heard on his right flank, and 
by the reports he had received, that the 
Anglo-Belgian and Prusso-Saxon armies, 
had already effected their junction in the 
environs of Fleurus; that under these 
Circumstances, if he continued the above 
movement he would- be turned ; that he 
was, however, ready to execute the orders 
which the Emperor might send him, 
when the latter was informed of this new 
incident. The Emperor blamed him for 
having already lost eight hours ; what he 
' pretended to be a new incident, had ex- 
isted since the evening before : he there- 
fore reiterated the order to push on be- 
yond Q^uatre Bras, and directed, that as 
soon as the Marshal took, position, he 
should detach a column of eight thou- 
sand infantry, withLefebvre Desnouettes s 
division of cavalry and twenty-eight 
pieces of cannon, by the causeway of 
Quatre Bras to Namur; that it should 
quit this causeway, at the village of Mar- 
chais, to attack the heights of Bry, on the 
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rear of llic enemy anny; iliis dclach- 
mciil gone, there woiiUl Alill remain 
thirty-two thnn^and men, and ciglity 
picecs of eannon, in hU position .at Q,natrc 
liras, » avhicli was sufficient to keep the can- 
tonments of tfic Knglish army that miglit 
ai rive during tlic ICtli in tiicek. Marsfial 
Ncy received tliis order at half past 
eleven o'clock ; he was tlien near Fnisnc 
willi his advanced guard, and ouglit to 
li.ivc taken Ids position heyond Qnatic 
liras, at noon ; lint, from tliat point to 
the Iieiglits oflir)', there is a distance of 
4,000 toises; tlie colnmn dclacfied into 
tlic rear of Manh.d lihiclicr, onglit tlicre- 
forc to rcacli tlic village of Marchais 
hcfoiic two o'clock. The line occupied 
by the army near rieunis svas not olTen- 
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sive^ a part of it being masked ; so that 
the Prussian army ought to have felt no 
uneasiness. 

II. But, at two o’clock, the Emperor 
ordered a change of front on Fleurus, 
with the right in advance. . This ma- 
noeuvre brought the third corps to within 
two cannon ranges of St. Amand; the 
fourth to within two ranges of Ligny; 
and the right to within an equal distance 
of Sombref. General Girard with the 
third division of the second corps, was 
on the right and at the extremity of the 
Prussian army. The ravine which co- 
vered the fi'ont of the enemy’s position, 
commenced between the third corps and 
Girard’s division, in such a manner that 
this division was on the left bank of the 
ravine. The cavalry and guard of Mil- 
haud executed the same manoeuvre, and 
formed a second line, six hundred toises 
behind the third and fourth corps. The 
sixth corps, which was marching from 
Charleroi, received an order to accelerate 
its speed, and to take ppst, as a general 
reserve, beyond Fleurus. Every thing 
indicated the ruin of the Prussian army. 
Count Gerard, having approached the 
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Emperor, to nsk for some inslnictions 
respecting tlic nttnek of tlic village of 
l.igny, ilic l.itter observed, " tlic bite of 
tbc srar m.iy be decided in three hours. 
If Key executes his orders svcll, not a 
gun of the l’ni5si.-m aniiy will escape; it 
is taken JIagrniili deli(to."'> 

At three o'clock in the aficnioon, the 
third coqis attacked the village of St. 
Amand. lii a qu.irtcr of an hour after- 
wards, the fourth corps attacked that of 
Liguy,vhilc MarshalCrouchytlrovcback 
the left of the Prussian anny. All the po- 
sitions and houses situated on the right of 
the ravine were c.irricd, and the enemy 't 
anny thrmvn on the left bank. The rc- 
inaindcrof the third corps of the Pnissian 
anny arrived during the battle, through 
Snmbrcf; this inctcascd the force, of the 
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enemy’s army to ninety thousand men. 
The French army, including the sixth 
corps, which remained constantly in re^ 
serve, was seventy thousand men; less 
than sixty thousand men engaged the 
enemy. The village of Ligny was taken 
and retaken four times. It was here that 
CoimtGcrard acquired such imperishable 
glory, displaying no less intrepidity than 
lalciit. The attack was more feeble at 
St. Amand, which was also taken and re- 
taken ; but it was carried by General 
Girard, who, having received an order 
to advance by the left of the ravine with 
his division, the third of the second 
corps, manifested that intrepidity, of 
which he had given so many examples 
in his previous military career. He over- 
threw all who attempted to oppose his 
march, by the bayonet, and had taken 
possession of half the village, when he 
fell mortally wounded. The third corps 
maintained itself on the other side of 
St. Amand. It was now half past five 
o’clock ; the Emperor made the infantry 
of the guard execute various manoeuvres, 
with a view of approaching Ligny, when 
General' Vandamme sent information that 
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a cnliimii of lliirly llioii-iand men, in- 
fanlty, c.ivalry, aiul ariillcr)". advanced 
on ricnmc; llial il had at firAtbeen l.alcn 
for the column dcLachcd fmm the left, 
but that, in addition to its being mncli 
stronger, il came by a cHfferent route ; 
that General Girard's trtxips liad recog- 
nised il as an eticmy, and bad in consc- 
(|iicncc ab.indoncd the extremity of the 
village, lating post al the wood to coscr 
rienrus; that even the third corps was 
staggered by its api)earancc ; and that if 
the reserve did not advance to stop its 
progress, be svoidd be obliged to evacu- 
ate St. Aimnd, Leeping up a miming fire 
as be withdrew. The inamens re of this 
column appeared iiicxplic.ablc. It iniisi 
have passed bclsvcen M.iisbai Ncy and 
M.inbal llbicbcr, or oiliciwisc, between 
Qnatre lir.is and Cbaricioi. However, 
the infonnatlon being repeated, the r.m- 
Jicror suspended the march of the guard, 
and sent bis aidc-dc-c.'tnp General Dc- 
jcui a coufidcntial ollrccr, to rcconooitic 
the miinbcr, force, and intentions of the 
strange column. An hour aftcmardi, 
ibis snpjKwcd Unglisb ccdiinm was asstr- 
laiucd to be that of Count d llrlon, wbj 
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having been left in reserve two leagues 
and a half from Q^uatre Bras, hastened to 
support the attack of St. Amand ; that 
the division of Girard, when undeceived, 
had resumed its position, and the third 
corps its confidence. The guard then 
continued its movement upon Ligny, 
General Pecheux at the head of his di- 
vision passed the ravine, supported by 
Count Gerard's division, the infantry, 
cavalry, artillery, and Milhaud’s cuiras- 
siers. All the reserves of the enemy 
were repulsed by the bayonet, the centre 
of his line was pierced, forty pieces of 
cannon, eight colours or standards, a great 
number of prisoners, were the trophies 
of this day. Marshal Grouchy, Generals 
Excelmans and Pajol, excited admiration 
by their intrepidity. General Monthion 
was in the night charged with the pur- 
suit of the Prussian left wing. In the 
official reports, the enemy estimated his 
loss at twenty-five thousand men killed, 
wounded or prisoners, without reckoning 
twenty thousand men, who disbanded 
themselves and ravaged the banks of the 
Meuse to Liege. The guard and tfie 
sixth corps suffered no loss ; but the 
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foHrlli corps and General r.scclmans* 
corps of cavairs', as also that of General 
r.ijol, snlTcrcd considerably. The loss 
sustained by the third coips s' as by no 
means so great. Girani’s dis’ision of the 
second corps ss-.as that sshich snlTcrcd 
most. Tire total loss ss'as nearly six 
thousand nine luindred and fifty men 
killed or ssonndcd.* .Many of the 
enemy's generals sscrc killed or srontid- 
cd. Marshal liluchcr ssas throwti down 
by a charge of ttrirassiers, and trampled 
on by the horses ; btti the etttrassters 
contituicd their charge ssithorrl seeing 
him. It svas already night; by sshich 
circnnsstatrcc, this officer bruised and 
maimed, succeeded in saving himscIT. 
The disproportion bctssccn the losses of 
the Pnissiari arrd rrcnch annics, arose 
from isvo principal cartses : t !:. Ist. The 
rcscrs’cs of the rrcnch anny sscrc kept 
Ctrl of the reach of the enemy's cannon, 
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during the whole of the engagement. 
2dly. The third and fourth corps, which 
were in the first line, were masked by 
inequalities of ground, whilst the Prus- 
sian soldiers were heaped together . in 
large masses on the amphitheatre of hills, 
which runs from St. Amand and Ligny, 
to the heights of Bry. All the bullets 
from the French batteries which missed 
the first line's, struck the reserves, not a 
single shot was thrown away. General 
Girard had distinguished himself at the 
passage of the Tesino in 1800, he contri- 
buted much to our gaining the battle of 
Lutzen in 1813; one of the most intrepid 
soldiers of the French army, this officer 
possessed the sacred fire in a pre-eminent 
degree. The Emperor, satisfied with 
Count Gerard who commanded the fourth 
corps, intended to have given him a mar-' 
shals staff, and regarded him as one of the 
hopes of France. 

III. The Prince of Orange, whose 
head-quarters were at Braihe le Compte, 
did not receive the Duke of Wel- 
lington’s order to unite his troops before 
day-break on the 1 6th. He then marched 
with the second brigade of the third 
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ndRian division to Qiialrc Bras, to sup- 
port one of the Iiripadcs commanded hy 
I’rincc Bernard of Saxony, svho, after hav- 
ing defended Frasne, had taVen post be- 
tsveen Q^iiatrc Bras and Genappe. Since 
the 1 5th, the I’riiiccof Orange had remain- 
ed on tliis important positional! tlic morn- 
ing, svitli eight or nine thousand Belgians 
or troops of Nassau, infantry, cavalry, 
and artillciy. I Ic knesv that all the can- 
tonments of the Anglo-Belgian amiy 
had moved, and directed tlicir march 
on flnatie Bras, hy llic roads of Bnisscls 
and Nivcilcs. lie also felt the impor- 
tance of this position ; for if the Allies 
lost it, all their cantonments, coming 
hy the causen-ay of Nivcilcs, svotdd lie 
obliged to effect their junction hy the 
cross road, and in the rear of Genappe. 
If, therefore, ^^ar^h.^l Ncy had executed 
his orders, and marched on Ouitrc Bras 
srith his forty-three thousand men* at 
day-break on the IClh, he voub! have 
taken possession of this )>o5ilion, and 
easily routed the cnenn's division nith 
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liis numerous cavaliy and light artillery ; 
what is still more, he would have been en- 
abled to attack the divisions of the English 
army on their inarch, and while isolated 
on the causeways ofNivclIcs and Brussels. 
At noon, this Marshal, having received 
the fresh orders which the Emperor sent 
him from Fleiirus, marched with three 
divisions of infantry of the second corps, 
a division of light cavalry, and a division 
of Kellerman’s cuirassiers, in all, sixteen 
thousand infantry, three thousand ca- 
valry, and forty-four pieces of cannon, 
(twenty-one, or twent3"'two thousand 
men). He left the first corps, consisting 
of sixteen thousand infantry, General 
Lefebvre Desnouettes’s division of light 
cavalry of the guard, and a division of 
Kellerman’s cuirassiers, forming a total 
of sixteen thousand infantry, four thou- 
sand five hundred cavalry, and sixty- 
four pieces of cannon in reserve before 
Gosselies, to observe Fleurus and secure 
his retreat. His skirmishers commenced 
firing at two, but it was not until three 
o’clock, when the cannonade of the battle 
of Ligny was heard, that he fairly 
attacked the enemy. The Prince of 
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OniiRC, nnd lii^ divhinn \>35 vcr)' looii 
ovcrtlirowi; but il «as siipporlcd liy 
tlic division of the Diilc of Bninswicl, 
and ibc nfili Diglisb division, which 
arrived in great haste and l)ad order. 
These two divisions had set out from 
Ilnisscis at ten o'clock in tlic inoniing, 
and marched cigtil leagues ; they had 
neither artillers nor ctvalry. The con- 
Icsl w.is svarmly renewed; the enemy 
had tlic su|icriority as to mimhcrs, forthc 
second line of M.irshal Ncy w.is three 
leagues in the rear; hnt the artillery 
and c.’vair)' of the rrcnch were mncli 
more mimemns. These troops, repulsed 
like those of Nassau, left m my dead on 
the field, .ind amongst others, the reigning 
I’rincc of llmnswick. The forty-second, 
or Highland regiment of I’icion's divi- 
sion, having romicd into a sijnare to 
susuiin a charge of cuirassiers, w as broken 
through and cut to pieces; its colonel 
killctl, and colours taken. The French 
sharp shooters had already reached the 
fami of Quatre llrits, when the first 
division of the F-nglish gti -rsls, and Al- 
len's division, the Srd, arrises! mirthing 
in double cpilck limc.on the cauieway of 
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Nivel les. These divisions were also 
without artillery or cavalry.* It was 
then, that Marshal Ney felt the want of 
his second line. He sent for it; but 
the troops could not reach the field of 
battle before eight ; and it was now six 
o’clock, and therefore too late. How- 
ever, the Marshal fought with his usual 
inti’epidity, and his troops covered them- 
selves with glory. The enemy, although 
double as to infantry, continuing to be 
very inferior in artillery and cavalry,' 
could not make any progress^, but he 
profited by the wood which flanked his 
position, and kept it until night. Marshal 
Ney took up his head-quarters at Frasne, 
a thousand toises from Q^uatre Bras, with 


" Anglo-Belgian army at §luatre Bras, from three o’clock 
in the afternoon, until six o’clock at night. 



Infantry. 

Cavaliy. 

Artillery. 

3 Belgian Division 

8^000 


12 

Division of Biunswick 

8,000 

1,500 

<c 

S'** Engli'h Division, Picton’s,. . 

9,200 

U 

(c 

- 

25,200 

1,50(» 

12-' 

From 6 o’clock till 9 o’clock at night. 


As above 

25,200 

1,500 

12 

1“ Enclisli Division, G^al Cook. 

3,500 


<{ 

3'^ Division, Gral Alten 

8,800 

(C 

<( 


57,500 

1,500 

12 


The rest of the army, inclnding artillery and cavalry arrived in the 
night between tlie 17th and 18th. 
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In'! line of Inlllc, at the dht.ince of t«o 
cannon ^hols from the enemy's anny. 
He « as joined Iiy the first corps, com- 
in.nulcd hy Count dCrlon; the arris-al 
of sshich seas rclariled half an liour only, 
hy the movement tossards St. Amand. 
The loss of the .An^lo-riilRian anny «as 
hy the oKici.d rcliims, estimated at nine 
timnsand men.* The loss of the rrcnch 
anny \v.is three thousand four hundred 
meiM This tlispmportion of losses can 
easily he accounted for; the Anj;lo Hel- 
pian aimy remained en maisr, from three 
ti'elo L in the aftcntsMui till il};ht in the 
csrninR, under the grape shot of fifty 
pieces of camion, s'liich did not cease 
filing the ssholc of that time. 

IV. 'flic third corps of the French 

• /xti «.» ei 

TV-** 

ll»s.r«4«wM .... ........ ... t n*»* 

If. .kt» I 

I.V"* ...»«« . .. t 

\ I rn> I * tf * li > 

- 

rt.-j, . . . 

‘S\.r(*s|.et . . .. t**’’ 
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army bivouacked on the field of battle 
in front of St. Amand ; the fourth corps 
in front of Ligny. Marshal Grouchy 
at Sombref ; the imperial guard on the 
heights of Bry ; the light cavalry having 
outposts as far as the causeway of Namur 
the sixth corps in reserve behind Ligny. 
Blucher retreated, fighting in two columns 
on Wavres ; one by Tilly, and the other 
by Gembloux; where the fourth corps 
coming from Liege, and commanded by ' 
General Bulow, arrived at eleven o’clock- 
at night. The Prussians who had fled 
spread.themselves over the whole country, 
and committed the most horrible excesses; 
Namur, the countries between the Sambre 
and Meuse, were more particularly ex- 
posed to their ferocity. The defeat of 
these oppressors of Belgium and the left 
bank of the Rhine, filled the inhabitants 
of these thirteen departments, who saw 
themselves already restored to the grand 
family of their affections, with renovated 
hope and joy. The Duke of Wellington 
passed the night at Quatre Bras; the 
English troops continued to join him by 
the two causeways; they were harassed 
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anti fatiRUCil, liaving mirchcd the hole 
niphl ami day, from the evening of the 
ISlh to the morning of the I'lh. 

V. Gencnil Pajol, with a division of 
hit coqw of light cavalry and the division 
of infantr)', headed hy the sixth coqx, 
moved in pnnnil of the Pnissinn anny 
at day-hreal: on the i;ih, and in the 
direction of Wavres, hy Tilly and Gem- 
hlonx : they toot a mimhcr of carts and 
several partsofeovered waggons. Marshal 
Ncy had received an onler to march on 
Qnatre liras at the dawn of d.ay, and 
male a spirited attack on the nnglish 
rcar-gnard. Count Lohan, with two di- 
visions of Infantr)- of his own corps, his 
light c.iv.ilry, and Milhaud’s cuirassiers, 
marched by the causcssay of Namur, on 
Quatre Hras, to fas'our .Marshal Ncy's 
attack, hy t iling the English amsy on its 
llanl. Marshal Grouchy set out ssiih 
Excelni’us' coq>s of casalty, and tlic 
third and fourth coqis of infantry to 
»up[>ort General Pajol, and follosr llluchcr 
s'ith rapidity and cnergs', in order to 
present him from rallying. He ssas 
IKnitlsc’y ordered, alwast to keep he- 
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tween the causeway, leading from Char- 
leroi to Brussels, and the Prussian ge- 
neral, so as to be in constant communi- 
cation with the army, and able to rejoin 
it when required. It was probable^ that 
Marshal Blucher would retire on Wavres ; 
this order prescribed, that Grouchy 
should be there as soon as Blucher. If 
the enemy continued to march on Brussels, 
and passed the night covered by the 
forest of Soignes, the former was then to 
follow him to the borders of the forest. 
In the event of his retiring on the 
Meuse to cover his communications with 
Germany, he was to be observed by Ge- 
neral PajoFs advanced guard, while he 
himself should occupy Wavres, with 
Excelmans’ cavalry, the third and fourth 
corps of infantry, in order to keep in 
communication with the head- quarters 
which marched on the causeway from 
Charleroi to Brussels. The third division 
of the - second corps, which had suffered 
much at the battle of Ligny, remained to 
keep possession of the field of battle, and 
to succour the wounded. It was thus, that 
the French army marched on Brussels in 
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t« o cnliimni, llic one compoicil of lixty- 
ninc llimii.iml men, nni! tlic oilier of 
ihirty-rmir ilioiisatul. 

The Ilmpcrnr visited tlic field of Inttle, 
and caused cs'ers’ assistanec to he j’is'cn 
to the vonnded. The loss of the I’nis- 
sians SI as enormous. Six of their dead 
bodies sserc to he seen for one of the 
rrcneh: a great nnmhcr of tlienontidcd 
S' ho hail tccciscd no medical aid srcrc 
sncconred ; all the pages, and many olii- 
eers, having rctnained to attend to them. 
Voting Gudin, son of the liras c general 
Ilf that name, who ssas killed in llnssia, 
at the battle of \'altntim, distinguished 
hitnseir hy his ssinpsthy on this oeca- 
stott. The alios c ssered duty fulfilled, 
Na|w)Ieon galloped on, to reach Qnatre 
llr.is, s'ith IVi in's cas ally. He joined 
it at the sillagc of Marehais ; hot, ar- 
ris sng in sight of the farm of Onitrt 
Ilr.'s, he perreised that it m. s still nccii- 
pied liy a ro'ps of ritglish r.'fjlrs't 
soon I'ftrr, a re-eonooitting p rts of a 
Inindm! I'nn'rh h”»s irs rr’imicd. closely 
follinvcd In ■ regim -i t nt nriliili rasairs'. 
The ritnch c.nalrs loik [sost ; s,),]. 
hind’s cTi!ri'>icts on the tight, ll c light 
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cavalry on the left, the infantry placing 
itself in second line, while the batteries 
were put in position. A party of five 
hundred horse was sent to communicate 
with Frasne, and to ascertain what was 
passing on the-left. How did it happen ' 
to be still in its camp ? — It should have 
been on its march at six o’clock in the 
morning ! Arrived at the borders of the 
wood, the hussars commenced skirmish- 
ing ; but they soon found that their con- 
tention was with the red lancers of the 
guard, whom they had taken to be Eng- 
lish. Officers were sent to Ney, to press 
him to advance towards ^uatre Bras; 
and, immediately after, Count Lobau re- 
formed and marched forward. An Eng- 
lish sutler, who was made prisoner, gave 
an account of the movements of his 
army. The Duke of Wellington had not 
heard the disaster at Ligny until very late 
at night, when he immediately ordered 
the troops to retreat fighting, and in the 
direction of Brussels, leaving Lord Ux- 
bridge with a corps of cavalry and batte- 
ries of light artillery, as a rear-guard; 

That officer retired as soon as he per- 
ceived the corps of Count Lobau. When. 
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the Emperor arrived at the farm of Q,uatre 
Bras, he caused twelve pieces of light 
artillery to he put in battery, these were 
immediately engaged with two English 
batteries. Rain fell in torrents ; mean; 
while, the troops on the left did not stii’ ; 
the patienee of the Emperor being at 
length e.vhausted, an order was sent di- 
rectly to the heads of corps. . At last, 
Count d’Erlon appeared. He look the 
head of the column, and prepated to 
make an attack on the English rear-guard. 
General Rcillc, with the 2nd corps follow- 
ed him. When Key made his appear- 
ance, the Emperor expressed his dissatis- 
faction at such indecision and slowness, 
also at the three most precious hours, 
lyhich the Marshal had caused him 
to lose. The latter stammered an ex- 
cuse, stating, that he believed, Welling- 
ton, with his whole army, was still at 
Q,uatre Bras. The corps of Count Lobau 
followed the 2nd corps, and v as joined 
by the guard. Milhaud’s cuirassiei's, pre- 
ceded by a division of Pajol’s light ca- 
valry', commanded by General Subervie, 
formed an intermediate column. The' 
Emperor marched at the head of the 

VOL. IX. I 



114 MEMOIRS [book IX. 

army ; the weather was dreadful the 
soldiers were ancle-deep in water oh 
the causeway, and up to their knees in 
the low grounds ; the artillery could not 
pass over them, while the cavalry did so 
with great dilTiculty : this is what render- 
ed the retreat of the enemy’s cavalry so 
difficult, and enabled the French artillery 
to do him great mischief. At six o’clock 
in the evening, the enemy, who had 
until then supported his retreat AvitH 
only a few pieces of cannon, unmasked 
fifteen. The Aveather Avas noAV extremely 
foggy ; it being impossible to distinguish 
the force of his rear-guard ; it had been 
evidently reinforced Avitliin a fcAA^^mr- 
' nutes ; -and, as the distance Avas not: far 
from the forest of Soignes, it probably 
Avished to keep that. position during! the 
night. ^To piwe this point, Milhaud’s 
cuirassiers, Avhich Avere under! the pro^ 
lection of four batteries- of. light ^ artilr 
lery, threatened to charge ; • AAdien, the 
enemy unmasked fifty or sixty pieces -of 
cannon, for all their army was thefev It 
would have required tAvo hours more of 
day -light, to be able to^ make, the attack'. 
The French army took post in front. :bf 



115 


cilAP. V.] or NAPOLEON. 

Planclicnoit ; with its Iiead-quartcis es- 
tablished at the farm of Callloux, two 
thousand four hundred toises from the 
village of Mont St. Jean. 

' During this retreat, many English ca- 
valry-olEcers were taken and brought 
to the Emperor; several of them were 
wounded; before interrogating them, he 
caused their wounds to be dressed, after 
which, ho questioned them on the situa- 
tion of their army, making use of Gene- 
ral Flahaut as interpreter. Amongst 
thbs'e officers, was Captain Elphinstonc. 
On'eroising the causeway of Brussels, at 
<2,uatre Bras, it was easy to estimate the 
heavy loss of theEnglisli, although they 
had 'already buried the greater part of 
th'eir'dead. 

Marshal Grouchy had'pursucd Blucher 
by the routes of Mont Guiber and Gem- 
bloux ; but, reports having induced him 
to believe that most of the Prussian army 
had retired by Gembloux, he marched 
with his principal forces on that point; 
and, arriving there on the I Gtli, at four 
o'clock in the afternoon, 'be learned, that 
Bulow's corps arrived there at night, and 
that it had not been present at the battle, • 
I 2 
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that the utmost disorder prevailed in 
many corps of the Prussian army ; that 
all the surrounding villages were full of 
wounded, and soldiers flying from the 
scene of action ; that desertion was al- 
ready very considerable among the Saxon 
and W estphalian troops, and even amongst 
the Prussians themselves. He sent re- 
connoitring parties tawards Wavres and 
Liege, in the track of the enemy’s two 
rear- guards, which had retired there. 
This done, Grouchy made his troops take 
post ; yet he had only marched two 
leagues. Towards night, he received 
positive information, that the principal 
forces of the- enemy had directed them- 
selves upon Wavres ; but it was then 
past six o’clock ; the soldiers were re- 
freshing themselves, and he thought it 
would be time enough to follow the 
enemy in the morning, by which means 
they gained three hours on him. This 
fatal resolution was the principal cause 
of our losing the battle of Waterloo. 

The rain continued to fall during the 
night ; this rendered all the lo\v grounds 
almost impassable for artillery, cavalry, 
and even for infantry. During the 1 7th, 
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and the night between the 1 7tli and I ath, 
the flankers of the French right wing 
reporicff, that they were in communica- 
lion with the troops bl Maishal Groucliy, 
who had pursued Marshal Blucher all 
the day, without the occurrence of any 
important event. At nine o’clock at 
night, General Milhaud, who had march- 
ed with his corps, to maintain the com- 
munications with Marshal Grouchy, re- 
ported, that a column of the enemy's ca- 
valry had fallen back in the greatest haste 
from Tilly, on Wavres. A corps of two 
'thousand cavalry was directed to march 
on Halle, threatening to turn the right of 
the forest of Soignes, and to march on 
Brussels ; the Dukeof Wellington alarm- 
ed at this, sent his -ith division of infan- 
try there. The French cavalry returned 
to their camp at night, whereas the’Eng- 
lish division remained in observation, 
and was paralysed during the battle. 

■IT. The Emperor, with the 1st, '2nd, 
and 6th corps of infantry, the imperial 
gliard, a division of Pajol’s light cavaliy, 
and the two corps of Milhaud's and Kcller- 
inan's cuirassiers, in all si.vty-cight thou- 
sand nine hundred and six men, and two 
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hundred and forty-two pieces of cannon j 
was encamped in front of Planchenpit, 
across the high road of Brussels/' four 
leagues and a half from that city, haying 
before him, the Anglo-Belgian army 
ninety thousand strong, with two hun- 
dred and fifty-five pieces of cannon ; with 
its head-quarters at Waterloo. Marshal 
Grouchy with thirty-four thousand men, 
and one ' hundred and eight pieces of 
jpannpn, should have been at Wavres ; but 
he was, in fact, in front of Gemblqux, 
having lost sight of the Prussian; army 
iwhich was at Wavres, where its four 
corps, amounting to seventy-five thou: 
and men^ were united. 

At ten o’clock at night, the Emperor 
despatched an officer to Marshal Grouchy, 
who was supposed to be near W ayres, to 
inform him, that there would be a great 
battle the next day ; that the Anglp: 
Belgian army was, posted in front of the 
forest of Soignes, its, left supported by 
the village of La Haye; and that he 
ordered him to detach a divisipn of 
seven thousand men of all arms,, and six 
pieces of cannpn, from his camp at 
Wavres, before day-light, to St. Lamb.ert,. 
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for the purpose of joining the right of 
ihc grand army, and of operating with 
it ; that, as soon as he should ascertain 
that Marshal Bluchcr had evacuated 
Wavres, cither to continue his retreat on 
Brussels, or to move in any other diiec- 
lion, he should march with the rest of 
his troops, to support the detachment 
previously sent to St. Lambcil. 

At eleven at night, an hour after this 
despatch was sent off, a repot t from 
Marshal Grouchy was received, dated 
from Gembloux, five o'clock in the after' 
noon. It stated, that he was in that 
village nith his army, and ignorant of 
Ihediicction which Marshal Blucher had 
taken, not knowing whether it was on 
Biusscls or Liege; that he had, incon- 
sequence,! established two advanced 
guards, the one between Gembloux and 
Wavres, and the other at a league from 
Gembloux, towards Liege. Thus, Mar- 
shal Blucher had escaped him, while he 
was, at the same time, only three leagues 
from him ! ! ! Marshal Grouchy had ad- 
vanced two leagues only during the d.ay 
of the 17 th. A second officer was sent 
to him, at four o’clock in the morning. 
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to reiterate the order which had been 
despatched to him at ten o’clock at night. 
An hour after, at five o’clock, a fresh 
report received from him, dated Gem- 
bloux, two o’clock in the morning ; and, 
wherein, this Marshal stated the cir- 
cumstance of his having learned, at six 
in the evening, that Blucher had pro- 
ceeded with all his forces on Wavres ; that 
the Marshal had, in consequence, wished 
instantly to follow him; but, that the 
troops having halted and prepared their 
supper, he would not move until day- 
light; so as to reach Wavres at an .early 
hour, which would have the same effect ; 
that the soldiery would then be well re- 
freshed and full of ardour. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


BATTLE OF MONT ST. JFAN. 


I. Line of Balllc of the /higlo-Bclgian 
yirmj /. — II. Line of Bailie of the French 
• Army . — III. Plans of the Emperor ; — 
Attack of Hougoumonl . — IV. General 
Balmy arrives on the Field of Battle with 
thirty thousand Men, which increases 
the Army under Lord IVellington to a 
hundred and twenty thousand Men . — 
V. Attack of La Haye Sainte, by the 
first Corps . — VI. General Bulmv is re- 
pulsed . — VII. Charge of Cavalry on the 
Plain . — VIII. Marshal Grouchy's move- 
ment , — IX. Marshal Bluchers move- 
ment, which increases the Enemy's Force, 
on the Field of Battle, to a hundred and 
fifty thousand Men . — X. Movement of 
the Imperial Guard. 

I. DcniNc the night, the Emperor gave 
all the necessary oidcrs for the battle of 
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next day, although every thing indicated 
that it would not take place. During 
the four days that hostilities had con- 
tinued, lie had, by the most skilful ma- 
noeuvres, surprised the enemy’s armies^ 
gained a brilliant victory, and separated 
the two armies. This was much for his 
glory, but not enough for the situation 
in which he was placed ! ! ! The three 
hours’ delay which the left had exjieri- 
-enced in its movements, prevented him 
from attacking, as he intended, the Anglo- 
Belgian army, in the afternoon of the 
1 7 th ; which would have crowned his 
campaign ! ! ! As things now were, it 
^as probable that the Duke of Wellington 
and Marshal Blucher would profit by the 
night to cross the forest of Soignes, and 
unite before Brussels ; after this junction, 
which might be effected before nine 
o’clock' in the morning, the position of 
the French army would become extreme- 
ly critical ! ! ! The twu armies would 
then be reinforced by all the forces left 
in their rear : six thousand English were 
disembarked at Ostend within a few' days ; 
these troops returned from America. 
The French army could not hazard cross- 
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ing the forest of Soignes, to encounter 
more than double its force, already in 
position ; nevertheless, the other armies, 
Russian, Austrian, Bavarian, fee. svere 
about to pass the Rhine, and march on 
the Marne ; -while the fifth corps, left for 
the defence of Alsace, was only twenty 
thousand strong! i 

Full of meditation on these impor- 
tant subjects, the Emperor went out on 
foot, at one o’clock in the morning, accom- 
panied by his Grand Marshal; his de- 
sign was to follow the English array in 
its retreat, and to endeavour to attack it, 
notwithstanding • the’ obscurity of the 
night, as soon as it should commence its 
march. He • visited the whole line of 
main guards. • The forest of Soignes ap- 
peared .like one continued blaze; the 
horizon between that forest, Brainc-la- 
Leude, the farms of La Belle Alliance and 
La Hayc, were resplendent with the fires 
of ntimcrous bivouacs; the most ])ro- 
found silence reigned. The Anglo-Bel- 
gian army was syrapt in sleep, owing to 
the fatigues which it had undcigonc on 
the preceding d.a3’s. Arrived near the 
wood of Hougoumont, he heard tlie noise 
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of a columw in march : it was then half 
past two o’clock; so that the rear-guard 
ought to quit its position, if the enemy 
was in retreat. This illusion was short-^ — 
the noise ceased, and rain fell in torrents. . 
Several olRcers, sent to reconnoitre, and 
others who returned to head-quarters at 
half past three, confirmed the opinion, 
that the Anglo-Belgian army had made 
no movement. At four o’clock the scouts 
brought in a peasant, who had served as 
a guide to a brigade of English cavalryT 
which went to take position on the left, 
at the village of Chain. TWo Belgian ' 
deserters, who had just quitted their regi- 
ment, reported that their army were pre- 
paring for battle, and that no retrograde 
rnovemeht had taken place; that Belgium 
prayed for the success of the Emperor ; 
while the English and the Prussians were 
equally linpopular there. 

The British General, could have done 
nothing more contrary to the interests of 
Ills party and of his nation, or to the 
general' spirit of this ‘ campaign, and even, 
to the nios't obvious rules of war, than to 
remain in the'position which he occupied. 
He had in his rear the defiles of the forest 
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.of Soignes, so that, if beaten, rctreat.was 
impossible ! 

The French troops bivouacked in the 
midst of a deep mud, and the officers 
thought, it impossible to give battle on 
the following day; the grounds were so 
moistened that the artillery and the ca- 
valry could not possibly manoeuvre in 
them, and it would require twelve hours, 
of fine weather to dry them. The dawn, 
having begun to appear, the Emjieror re- 
turned to his head-quarters, full of satis-, 
faction at the great fault committed by 
tlie enemy’s General ; though verj’ appre- 
hensive that the. bad weather would pre- 
vent him from profiting by it. But the 
atmosphere became more clear, and at 
fi ve o'clock he perceived some feeble rays 
of that sun, which, before setting, was 
to witness the ruin of his opponents — 
the British oligarchy would be over- 
thrown ! — ^France was about to rise again, 
— more glorious, powerful, and grand- 
than ever ! ! ! 

The Anglo-Belgian army w.as in order 
of battle, on the causeway which leads 
from Charleroi to Brussels, in front of the 
forest of Soignes, crowning a large Hat. 



126 ’ 


MEMOIRS 


[book TX/ 


The- Hght, composed- of the 1st and ^d' 
English divisions and the Brunswick di- 
vision, commanded by Generals Cook 
and Clinton, was flanked by a ravine be- 
yond the road of Nivelles ; the castle of 
Hougoumont, in its front, being occupied^ 
by a detachment. The centre, composed 
of the 3d English division and of the Isf 
and ^d Belgian divisions, commanded by' 
Generals Alten, Collaert, and Chasse, was' 
in front of Mont St Jean, its left bn the' 
road of Charleroi | one of its brigades' 
also occupied the farm of La Haye Saihte, 
The left, composed of the 5 th arid 6th 
English divisions, and the 3d B^giari 
division, commanded by Generals Picton/ 
Lambert,^ and' Perchonclier, had -its right' 
towards* the causeway 'of Charleroi, arid 
its 'left'’ behind the village of La -HayeV 
which' it occupied by a strong detacli-^' 
nieiit'. The reserve was at Mont St- J eari,' 
where 'the roads' from Chrideroi arid Ni-' 
velies to Brussels intersect ' each other. 
The cavalry, in three lines, advariced to 
MbntrSt.'Jeari, guarded all the rear of the 
enemy’s linebf battle;' the exterit of which' 
wSs about ■ two ' ' thousand five hundred ‘ 
toises. His front was covered by a natural 
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obstacle. The flat was lightly concave 
at its centre, while the ground descended 
gently to a ravine at its base. The 4 th 
English division; commanded by General 
Colville, occupied, as flankers ol the right,' 
all the openings from Halle to Brainc- 
la-Lcude. A brigade of English cavalry 
occupied, as flankers of the left, all tlic 
openings as far as the village of Ohaim 
The forces shewn by the enemy werd 
estimated differcutly ; but the officers 
most accustomed ■ to these calculations 
considered them, including the corps of 
flankers, to amount to ninety thousand 
men, which agreed with the general ac- 
counts that were given. The French 
army was only sixty-nine thousand strong, 
but, still, -victory appeared to be certain. 
These sixty-nine thousand men were good 
troops ; whereas in the enemy’s army, 
'the English only, amounting to forty 
thousand at most, could be reckoned as 
such. 

At eight o’clock the Emperor’s break- 
fast was served up; to this many general 
officers sat down. “ The enemy's army," 
said Napoleon, " is superior to our’s by 
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nearly a fourth ;❖ there are, notwithstand- 
ing, ninety chances in our favour to ten^ 
against us.” Without doubt,” said 
Marshal Ney, who had just entered, “ if 
the Duke of Wellington were simple 
enough to wait for your Majesty ; but I 
come to announce that his columns are 
already in full retreat, and are disappear- - 
ing in the forest of Soignes.” ' “ You 
have seen badly,” replied the Emperor; 

“ it is too late, he would expose himself 
to certain ruin by such a step ; he has 
thrown the dice — they are now for us ! I !” 
At this moment ofiEcers of artillery, who 


* Silmtion of the French Army of Flanders, on the 17th June, at night. ^ 

Forces under the immediate Orders of the Emperor on the Field of 
Battle of Mont St. Jean. 



Infant. 

Caval. 

Anil. 

Engin. 

Milit. 

Equip. 

Pieces 

of 

Cannon. 

Imperial Guard 

Corps . . ' 

Corps , , ' 

6“ Corps ' . 

1"^ Corps of Cavalry 

S'* Corps of Cavalry 

4*'* Corps Cavalry 

11.500 

16.500 
16,500 

6,300 

4.000 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 

3.000 
3,000 


96 

46 ■ 
SS 

SO ^ 
& 

12 
• 12 

Losses sustained on the 16th . . . • 

50,800 

3,000 

15,600 

750 

6,500 

500 

240 

Present on the Field of Battle ofM‘ ) 
S" Jean, on the 17th, at the Camp } 
of Plancbenoit 

47,800 

V 

14,850 

6,000' 

J 

240 

. Total ..... 

. 68,650 men, -240 gnnk 


Forces 
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had rode over the plain, stated that tlie 
artillery could 'manoeuvre, although with 
difficulty, which would be greatly di- 
minished in an another hour. The Em- 


Forces under the orders of Mitnhal OroDchjr 


Corps 
4^^ Corps 

1*^ Dlruion, fi** Corps . 4 . * 
1" Division, t** Corps of CarJry 
S** Corps of Ctralr; 4 .4.4 


Losses on the 16th ...44 

Present under irms on the 17lh at 
Bl|ht, at Gembloox , . . . . 

Total ... 4 


lar.Bt. 

ClMl 

Artl 
recln 
M t 

Tirrn 

of 

C>e»oa. 

IS^iOO 

17.000 

3,000 

1,400 

1,400 

1,400 

7,700 


58 

83 

& 

6 

IS 

W,70O 

5,900 

0,900 

800 

3,600 

400 

lOS 

gd,800 

C.lOO 

s.too 

— / 

107 


51,500 men, t07 gnns. 


Forces left lebmd, at and 


3* Disiiion of the t* Corps leA br»'s 
husd oo the 6rM of tattle of> 
Llgof / 

Parks ItA at Charleroi, or at Qaa> } 
treDru 


Losses iQstatned on the 16 lb . . . 

Prerent ondcr arms on the ITihA 
Joae, at night, at liror and at > 
Chsrterol ' 


5,000 

1,900 


5,000 


K. D/*-The Fmcb ansr on the field of tittle of hlont St Jcao, 
sas conpMcd of 93 bstlalioci and llO sneadrons 

SUttitn 


K 
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peror mounted immediately, and went to 
the skirmishes opposite La Haye Sainte, 
again reconnoitred the enemy's line, and 
directed the General of Engineers, HaxOy 


Situation of the Anglo-Bclgian and Prusso-Saxon armies, on 
the 17ih. of June at mght. 

Anglo-Belgiah army on the Field of Battle of Mont St. Jean. 


INFANTRY. 

1" English Division, the Guards 3,500') 

S'* D** 1 brigade English Infantry, 1 German, 

1 Hanoverian 8,900 

S'* D” 1 brigade English Infantry, 1 German, 

1 Hanoverian 8,800 

4 ih j^o a brigades English Infantry, 1 Hanove- 
rian... 7,100 

,5*” D" D® 9,5200 

jjo ^ brigade English Infantry, 1 Hauove- | 

rian 6,500 

T*** Division Dutch Belgian 7,500 

8**' D® 7,500 

gth DO Dutch Belgian 1 brigade of Nassau . . . 8,000 
10'*' Division of Brunswick 6,000 


I b C3 

u G 
‘.t a 


64,000 


Total entering into tlie field 73,000 

Loss at Quatre Bras 9,000 


Present on tlie field of battle of Mont j 

S' Jean 64,00oj 


CATAI.RY. 

8 Divisions of English Cavalry composed of 16 
’ Regiments English, 5 Hanoverian, and 


5 German 15,000 

Cavalry, Dutch and Belgian 3,200 

Cavalry of Brunswick 1,800 

>19,500 

Total entering into the field 20,000 j 

Loss at Quatre Bras 500 


Present under arms on tlie field of j 

battle on the 18th 19,500 J 

ART. 5IIL. EQUIP. 

Artilleiyn!en,?Euglish, German, and Hanoverian 4,200') 
Ditto, Dutch, Belgian, Briinswickan, &c 2,000 | 


Total ...... 

Loss oil the 16tlr 


6,200 

£00 


> 6,000 

1 I 


250 


Present on the field ofballle on the 18lh 6,000j 
Total Force of tlie Anglo-Hollandiau army, on the J nq enn 
field of battle of Mont S' Jean 


250 


Prusso- 
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a confidential officer, to appro.ich it nearer 
in order to ascertain whether any redoubts 
were thrown up, or entrenchments made ; 
the General soon returned to report that 


rniito-Saioo tmj it Wtrm on th« Hth M olghc 


TnranLC«va 1 .ArtiI.&r. 

Iiavins 75 pins . SO OAOl 
L(monlliel5'‘& 16** 17,0U0 { 

Present (he 17'^ it 
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, at Wavres . . 13, 0( 
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IiavinsTScani . SO.OOOj 
Louan(hel5**4cl6** tS.OOO| 
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Right at the Camp 
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Infant. Caral Arlil.&e.' 
karinR 73 pins . 30,00 
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I Diglit at theCamp 
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?; 
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} 
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too 


1 

j" l*,000 

.1 



> SO.OOf 

1 

V 

'I 

70 
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he had observed no trace of fortificationsi 
After some moments’ reflection, the Em*- 
peror dictated the order of battle, which 
was taken down by two Generals, seated 
on the ground. The aide-de-camps 
took it to the different corps, already tin- 
der arms, full of impatience and of ardour. 
The army now moved forward, marching 
in eleven columns. 

II. These eleven columns were to be 
arranged as follows ; viz. — four to form 
the first line, four the second, and three 
the third. The four columns of the first 
line were^ that of the left, formed by the 
cavalry of the second corps ; the second, 
formed by three divisions of infantry of 
the second corps ; the third, by the four 
divisions of infantry of the first corps 
the fourth j by the light cavalry of the 
first corps. The four columns of the se- 
cond line were; first, that of the left, 
formed by Kellerman’s corps of cuiras- 
siers ; the second, by the two divisions of 
infantr}^ of the sixth corps ; the third, by 
two divisions of light cavalry, the one, 
that of the sixth corps, commanded by 
the General of Division Daumont ; the 
other, detached from Pajol’s corps, and 
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commanded by the General of Division 
SuberVie: the fourth, by the corps of 
cuirassiers of Milhaud. The three co- 
lumns of the third line were, that of tlie 
left, formed by the division of horse-gre- 
nadiers, and of dragoons of the guard, 
commanded by General Guyot ; the se- 
cond, by the three divisions of the old, 
middle, and young guard, commanded 
by Lieutenant-Generals Friant, Morand, 
and Duhesme; the third, by the mounted 
chasseurs and the lancers of the guard, 
commanded by Lieutenant-General Le- 
febvrc Desnouettes. The artillery march- 
ed on the flank's of the columns, while 
the parks and travelling hospitals were 
kept in the rear. , 

■’ At nine o'clock, the heads of the four 
columns forming the first line arrived 
where they had to form: at the same 
time were perceived, at unequal distances, 
the seven other columns, which descended 
from the heights ; they were in march ; 
the trumpets and drums sounded “ to 
the field,’.’ and the bands struck up airs 
which recalled the mcmoiy of a hundred 
victories to the minds of the soldieiy : — 
the earth seemed proud of being trodden 
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by such intrepid combatants ! The spec- 
tacle was really magnificent ; and the ' 
enemy, so placed as to be able to distin- 
guish every individual, must have been 
. also struck with the sight : — the army 
would even have appeared double its real 
number, viewed from Mont St. Jean. 

The eleven columns formed with so 
much precision that ho confusion what- 
ever arose, each occupying the place de- 
signated for it in the mind of the Chief; 
never had such large masses moved with 
so much facility. The light cavalry of 
the second corps, which formed the firk 
column of the left of the first line, formed 
in three lines, across the causewav from 
Nivelles to Brusseh, nearly at the height 
of the first woods at Hougoumont^ scour- 
ing all the plain by the left, having main 
guards near Braine-Ia-Leude, and its bat- 
teiy of light artillery on the causeway of 
Nivelles. The second corps, under the 
orders of General Reille, occupied the 
space comprehended between the cause- ' 
wav of Nivelles and that of Charleroi, 
embracing an extent of from nine hundred 
to. one thousand toises; the division of 
Prince Jerome keeping the left, hear the 
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causeway of Nivellcs and tlie wood of 
Hougoumont; General Foy the centre, 
and General Bachelu the right, which 
extended to the causeway of Charleroi, 
near the farm of La Belle Alliance. Each 
division of infantry was on two lines ; 
the second at thirty loiscs from the first, 
having its artillery in front, and its parks 
of artilleiy in the rear, near the cause- 
way of Nivellcs. The third column, 
formed hy the first corps, and commanded 
by Lieutenant-General Count d'Erlon, 
formed its left towards La Belle Alliance 
on the right of the causeway leading to 
Charleroi, and its right opposite the farm 
of La Hayc, where the enemy’s left was 
posted. Each divisionof infantry formed 
two lines, the artillery’ filling up the in- 
.tcrvals of the brigades. The light cavalry 
which formed the fourth column, spi'ead 
to the right, observing La Hayc and 
Fricherraont, and having small parties to 
watch the enemy’s flankers ; the artillery 
was placed on its right. 

The first line was scarcely formed, when 
the hcadsof the four columns of the second 
line reached the point at which they 
were to act. The cuirassiers of Keller- 
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tnan established themselves on two lines, 
at the distance of thirty toises from each 
other, having their left near the causeway 
•of Nivelles, at one hundred toises from 
the second line of the second corps, and 
their right at the causeway of Charleroi. 
The space occupied by that part of the 
army was eleven hundred toises. One 
of their batteries took position on the 
left near the causeway of Nivelles, the 
other on the right near that of Charle- 
roi. The second column, commanded 
by Lieutenant-General Count Lobau, 
moved to fifty toises behind the second 
line of the second corps ; it remained in 
close column of divisions, occupying a 
hundred toises in, depth, along and on 
the left of the causeway of Charleroi, 
with a distance of ten toises between 
the two columns of divisions ; the artih 
lery on its left flank. The.lhird column, 
that of the light cavalry, commanded by 
the General of Division DaumonC fol- 
lowed by the cavalry of General Subervie, 
placed itself in close column of squadrons, 
the left- towards the causeway of Charle- 
roi, opposite its infantry, from which it 
was separated by that causeway only ; its 
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light artillery was placed on the right 
flank. The fourth column, the corps of 
cuirassiers of Milhaud, formed in two 
lines, at an interval of thirty toises, and 
a hundred toises behind the second line 
of the first corps ; its left near the causc- 
w.iy of Charleroi, its right in the direc- 
tion of Frichermont ; it occupied an ex- 
tent of about nine hundred toises ; its 
■batteries- were on the left, near the cause- 
way ’of Charleroi, and on its centre. 

: Before this second line was formed the ■ 
heads of the three columns of rcseri'c ar- 
rived at their respective stations. The 
heavy cavalry of the guard placed itself 
a hundred toises behind General Kcller- 
■man’s corps in order of battle, on two 
lines, at an intciwal of thirty toises from 
each other ; the left towards the cause- 
way of Nivclles, tlic right towards that of 
Charleroi, and the artillery in the centre. 
The central column, formed by the in- 
fantry of the guard, fomjed six lines of 
four battalions each, at a distance of ten 
toises from each other, across the route' of 
Charleroi, and a little before the farm of 
Rossomc. The batteries of artillerj’, be- 
longing to the different regiments, placed 
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themselves on the left and right ; that of 
the reserve^ horse and foot, behind the 
lines. The third column, -mounted chas- 
seurs and lancers of the guard, formed in 
two lines, at an interval of thirty toises, 
and one hundred toises behind General 
Milhaud ; the left on . the causeway of 
Charleroi, and the right towards Frichei> 
inont; its light artillery in the centre. 
At half past ten o’clock, incredible as it 
may appear, the whole movement was 
completed,' and all the troops at their 
positions. The most profound silence 
also reigned on the field of battle. The 
army was drav'ii up in six lines, forming 
the figure of six double W’s ; the two first 
of infantrv; having the light cavalr}’ on 
the wings ; the third and fourth of cuirasr 
siers; the fifth and the sixth of cavalry 
of the guard, with six lines of infantry, of 
the guard perpendicularly placed at the 
summit of the six W’s; and the sixth 
corps, in close column, perpendicular . to 
the lines occupied by the guards. The 
infantry on the left of the road, its cavalry 
on the right. The causeways of Charleroi 
and Nivelles were open, thus affording 
the means of communication by which 
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the :irtillcr)"of reserve might arrive svith 
celerity on the dinercnt points of the, 
line. ■ ' 

. The Emperor norv went through the 
ranks; it -would be difllcult to express- 
the enthusiasm which animated all the, 
soldiers ; the infantry elevated their caps 
on their .bayonets ; the cuirassiers, dra- 
goons, and light cavalry, theirhelmetson: 
their sabres. Victor}' appeared certain ; 
tbe old soldiers who had been present 
at so many engagements, admired this 
new order of battle; they endeavoured to 
penetrate the ulterior views of their ge- 
neral, discussing the point and manner of 
the attack. Meanwhile, the Emperor gave 
his Last orders,, and proceeded at the 
head of his guard, to the summit of the 
six W's, on the heights of Rossome, 
where he dismounted. From this spot, 
he had a complete view of the two armies, 
as the prospect c.xtcndcd far to the right 
and left of the field of battle. 

A battle is a dramatic action, which 
has a commencement, a middle, and an 
end. The order of battle which the two 
annics assume, the first movements which 
are made to. engage, maybe called the 
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Opening scene ; tHe counter movements, 
made .hy^ the .party attacked, form' tlie 
under plot ; this leads to new incidents ; 
these bring, on the crisis, from which 
proceeds the catastrophe. As soon as the 
attack by the centre of the French army 
was unmasked, the enemy’s general would 
execute counter movements, either by 
his wings or behind his line, to make a 
diversion, or hasten to the succour of the 
point attacked. None of these move- 
ments could escape the experienced eye 
of the French Monarch, from the central 
position in which, he placed himself; 
while he had , all the reserve at hand, to 
send them where the urgency of the cir- 
cumstances might happen. to require their 
presence. 

, III. Ten divisions of artillery, among 
which were three, divisions of twelve 
pounders, assembled ; the left towards the 
causeway of Charleroi, on the hills be- 
yond la Belle Alliance, and in' front of 
the left , division of the first corps. ’ They 
were destined to support the -attack of 
La Haye Sainte, which was to be made 
by two divisions of the first corps, and 
the two divisions of the sixth; whilst the 
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two other divisions of the first corps 
should march on La Haye. Dy these 
meahs, all the left of the enemy would 
be turned. ' The division of light cavalry 
of the sixth corps in close column, and 
that of the first corps which was on its 
wings, would participate in this attack, 
which would also be supported by the 
second and third lines of cavalry, as all 
the foot and horse guards. The French 
army, once in possession of La Haye and 
Mont St. Jean, would cutoff the cause- 
way of Brussels, from all the right of the 
English army, uhere its principal forces 
wert. The Emperor preferred turning 
the left of the army rather than the 
right; first, in order to cut it off from 
the Prussians who were at IVavrcs, and 
oppose their junction if that was in con- 
templation *, and if it were not even me- 
ditated, and the attack was made on the 
right, the English army repulsed would 
have fallen back on the Prussians ; 
whereas, if made on the lefi, it would be 
separated from them, and driven in the 
direction of the sea-coast ; secondly, be- 
cause the left appeared to be much more 
feeble; thirdly, because the Emperor 
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was in momentary expectation of being 
joined by a detachment from Marshal 
Grouchy to strengthen his right ; he did 
not therefore wish’ to run the risk of 
being separated from that body. 

Whilst every thing was preparing for 
this decisive attack, Prince Jerome’s di- 
vision on the left, commenced a fire of 

t 

musketry at the wood of Hougoumont. 
The action soon became very warm, the 
enemy having unmasked nearly for ty pieces 
of artillery. General Reille advanced the 
battery of artillery of his second division, 
and the Emperor sent an order to General 
Kellerman, to advance his twelve piece 
of light artillery ; the ' cannonade was 
now ' extremely brisk. Prince Jerome 
carried the wood of Hougoumont several 
times,’ and was as often repulsed from it ; 
.this spot was defended by the division of 
the English guards, the best troops of the 
enemy; It was gratifying to see them on 
. the right, as it rendered the grand attack 
on the left more easy. The division of 
General Foy,’ supported Jerome’s divi- 
sion, prodigies of valour were performed 
on both sides ; the English guards covered 
.,the wood and the avenues of the castle 
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■ with thcIr dead, but not w ithout selling 
i their blood dearly.. After many vicissi- 
, tudcs, which occupied a great part of the 
-day, the whole of the wood remained in 
the possession of the French; but the 
castle, in which some hundreds of in- 
trepid English troops defended them- 
selves, opposed an invincible resistance. 
The Emperor ordered it to be attached 
• by a battery of eight howitzers, which 
. set fire to the barns and roofs ; this soon 
•rendered the French masters of that po- 
sition. . ‘ 

1 Marshal Ney, obtained the honour of 
.commanding the grand attack of th'e 
icentro; it could not be confided to 'a 
■braver man, or one more accustomed to 
.this species of sen’icc. He sent one of 
•his aide-dc-camps, to say that every thing 
'■(vas ready, and that he only waited for the 
signal. Before giving it, the Emperor 
wished to thi'ow a last glance over the 
whole field of battle, and perceived, in 
the direction of St. Lambert, a dark 
which appeared to him like troops. Vp^ 
this, he asked the Adjutant / 

he saw near St. Lambert? " 
tee five or six thousand nir‘' 
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the General, “ it . is probably a detach- 
ment from Grouchy.’' All the glasses of- 
the staff were now fixed in that direction. 
The weather was rather foggy. As it ge- 
nerally happens. on such occasions, some 
maintained, that there were no troops, 
but ! merely trees which were perceived ; 
while others said, columns were in po- 
sition there ; some, that they were troops 
in inarch. .. In this state of uncertainty, 
and without further deliberation, he sent 
for Lieutenant General Daumont, and 
ordered him to scour the right with his 
divisions of light cavalry-, arid that of 
General "Subervie ; also to communicate 
promptly with the troops which were 
moving on St. Lambert, to effect a junction 
if they belonged, to Marshal Grouchy, 
and keep them in check if they were 
.enemies. These three thousand cavalry 
had only to make awheel to the right 
by fours to be . out . of the lines ; they 
marched rapidly, .and in the greatest 
order, to a distance of three thousand 
toises, and formed in line of battle on the 
right of- the army. 

IV. A quarter of an hour afterwards, 
an officer of chasseurs brought in a 
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Prussian black hussar, who had been just 
made prisoner by the scouts of a flying 
column oflhrce hundred chasseurs, which 
scoured tlic couiUiy between IVavres and 
Planchcnoit. This Imssar was the bearer 
of a letter; he was also very intelligent, 
and gave all the inrormation that was 
required. The column perceived at St. 
Lahibert, was the advanced guard of the 
Prussian General, Bulow, who was coming 
up rrith thirty thousand men ; this was 
the fourth Prussian corps which had not 
been engaged at Ligny. The letter was 
in fact the announcement of its arrival, 
and a request from Bulow to the Duke' 
of IVcllington for ulterior orders. The 
hussar said, that he had been at IVavres' 
in the morning; that the three other 
Prussian corps were encamped there ; that 
they had passed the night between the 
17th and 1 8th in that town; that there 
were no French troops before them ; that 
he supposed the French had marched on 
Planchcnoit; that a patrolc of his regi- 
ment had during the night ap])roaclicd 
within two leagues of Wavi-cs, without 
meeting any French corps whatever. The 
Duke of Dalmatia immediately dispatched' 

VOL. IX. 1 
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the intercepted letter, and. the report of 
the hussar to Marshal Grouchy, to whom 
he reiterated the order to march without 
a moment s delay on St. Lambert, and to 
take General Bulow’s corps , in the rear. ' 
It was now eleven o’clock, the oEEcer had 
only to proceed four or five leagues to 
reach Marshal Grouchy, and he promised 
(o be with that officer in an hour. By 
the last communication received from the 
Marshal, it was known that he meant to 
march on Wavres at day-break ; but from’ 
Gembloux, where he was, to Wavres, 
the distance is only three leagues. Whether 
he had received the orders which had 
been dispatched to him in the night from 
the imperial quarters or not, he should 
most certainly have been engaged at this 
very time before Wavres. Those who 
reconnoitred in that direction saw nO' 

‘ troops ; not a gun was heard. A short 
time after. General Daumont sent to say, 
that some well mounted scouts that pre~ 
ceded him, had met patroles of the- 
enemy in the vicinity of St. Lambert; 
and that there was no doubt of the troops 
which were seen there being enemies ; that ^ 
he had sent chosen patroles in various di- 
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rcclions, lo communicate vlth Marshal 
Grouchy, for the purpose of conveying 
orders and reports. 

The Ktnpcror immediately caused an 
order lo he given lo Count Lohau to cross 
the causeway of Charleroi, by a change 
of ditcction lo tlie right by divisions, and 
tosu'ppoit the light cavalry towards St. 
Lambert ; choosing a good intermediate 
position, where he might with ten thou- 
sand men, check thirty thousand if it 
became necessary; to attack the Prussians 
biiskly, as soon as he should hear the 
first cannon shots of the troops, which 
Marshal Grouchy had detached in their 
rear. These orders were instantly exe- 
cuted. It svas of the highest importance 
that the movement of Count dc Lohau 
should be made without delay. 

Marshal Grouchy should have de- 
tarhed six or seven thousand men from 
AVavres on St. Lambert, these would find 
.themselves compromised, since Billow's 
corps w.as thirty thousand strong, just as 
the latter corps would have been com- 
promised and destroyed, if, at the mo- 
ment of his being attacked in the rear by 
seven thousand men, he svas attacked in 

L 2 
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front by a man of Count de Lobaii’s cha- 
racter. Seventeen or eighteen thousand 
French, thus disposed and commanded,, 
were, far superior to thirty thousand 
Prussians ; but these events caused some 
change in the first plan of the Emperor ; 
he found himself enfeebled oh the field 
of battle by ten thousand men^ whom 
he was obliged to send against General 
Bulow. He no longer had more than, 
fifty-nine thousand men against ninety 
thousand ; while the enemy’s army against 
which he was engaged, had just been 
augmented by thirty thousand men, 
already ranged on the field of battle;, 
thus placing one hundred and twenty 
thousand men against sixty-nine thou- 
sand ; or two to one. TVe had ninety \ 
chances foi' us this morning, said he, to 
the Duke of Dalmatia, the arrival of 
Bulow makes us lose thirty; but we have still 
sixty against forty : and if Grouchy repairs 
the horrible fault which he committed ^ 
yesterday, by amusing himself at Gembloux, 
and sends on his detachment with rapidity, 
the. victory 'ivill be thereby only the more 
decisive, for the corps of Bulow must in 
that case be entirely lost." 
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■ No uneasiness was entertained for 
Marshal Grouchy. After the detachment 
which he might have sent on towards St. 
Lambert, there still remained from twen- 
ty-seven to twenty-eight thousand men 
under his orders; but the three corps 
that Maishal Bluchcr had at Wavres, and 
which were ninety thousand before Ligny, 
■were reduced to forty thousand, not only 
,by the loss of thirty thousand, which he 
‘had sustained in the battle, but also by 
.that of twenty thousand men, who dis- 
banded themselves, and ravaged the bor- 
.dei-s of the Meuse ; also by some dctach- 
unents, which that Marshal had been ob- 
liged to send to cover them, as well as 
■his baggage, which w.as then in the diicc- 
•tion of Namur and of Liege ; but, forty 
thousand or forty-five thousand Prussians 
beaten and discouraged, could not over- 
awe twenty-eight thousand French, well 
posted and victorious. 

V. It was noon, the skirmishers were 
engaged on all the line, but there w.as no 
I'cal action, e.sccpt on the left in the 
wood, and at the castle of Hougoumont. 
The trooi)s of General Bnlow were still 
slalionar)’ beyond the extreme right; 
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they appeared to form and wait .till their 
artillery passed the defile. The Emperor 
sent an order to Marshal Ney to com- 
mence the fire of his batteries; take 
possession of the farm of La Haye Sainte, 
and to post a division of infantry there, to 
occupy the village^ also to possess himself 
of La Haye, and to drive the enemy from 
it, in order to intercept all communica- 
tion between the Anglo-Belgian army and 
Bulow’s corps. Eighty guns soon made 
an immense havoc over all the left of-the 
English line, one of its divisions was en- 
•tirely destroyed by round and case shot. 
Whilst this attack was unmasked, the 
Emperor attentively observed the move- 
ments of the enemy’s general ; he made 
none on his right ; but the Emperor per- 
ceived, that he prepared a grand charge 
of cavalry on the left, and he gallopped 
to the spot. The charge had taken place ; 
it had repulsed a column of infantry 
-which advanced on the low ground, taken 
two eagles, and disorganised seven pieces 
of cannon : a brigade of Milhaud’s cui- 
rassiers from the second line were ordered 
to charge the enemy’s cavalry. It did so, 
y^ith cries of “ Long live the Emperor i” 
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The English cavalry was broken, and the 
greater.part of it remained on the field ; 
the guns were also retaken, and the in- 
fantry protected. Many charges of in- 
fantry and cavalry followed; the detail 
of them belongs more to the history of 
each regiment, than to the general history 
of the battle, in which such recitals, if 
multiplied, would create confusion; it is 
'enough to say, that after three hours 
fighting, the farm of La Hayc Saintc, in 
spite of the resistance of the Scotch 
regiments, was occupied by the French 
infantry ; while the end, which the 
French General had in view was obtained. 
The sixth and fifth English divisions 
were destroyed. General Piclon remained 
dc.ad on the fiel L ^ ''V 

During this combat, tbcLu-ipcrOi rode 
through the Jlioe- ol" dnfanlry of the first 
corps^ the’ .i.'ic of cavalry of Milhaud’s 
cuirassirrs,' and that of the guard in a 
third line, in the middle of the discharges 
of tbecnemy’s artillery and musketry: the 
Liavc General Devaux, commanding the 
anillcr)’ of the guard, was killed at his 
side by a cannon shot ; a most serious loss, 
and above all at this moment, because lie 
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knew the positions occupied by the re- 
serves of the artillery of the guard, con- 
sisting of ninety- six guns, better than any 
other officer in the army. The General 
of brigade Lallemand succeeded him, and 
was also wounded shortly after. 

Disorder had by this time prevailed in 
the English army ; the baggage, waggon- 
train, and wounded, seeing the French 
approach the causeway of Brussels, and 
the principal opening of the forest, hasten- 
ed to effect their retreat in the greatest 
confusion : all the English, Belgians, and 
Germans, who had been sabred by the 
cavalry, precipitated themselves on Brus- 
sels. It was now four o’clock. The vic- 
tory would have been then decided, had 
General Bulow’s .corps effected its 
■’ powei-PT flhversion. / At two. o’clock in 
the afternoon, GelicralDsumont had given 
notice, that Bulbw formeU in .three co- ^ 
lumns ; and that the FreiVli. riflemen 
skirmished, retiring before tW^^ehemy, 
which appeared to hiih as beihg.,^ery 
numerous : he estimated' it to be mo^c 
than forty thousand stro/" ,'“//ding, more-' v 
over, that his best mounted' scouts had tra- 
versed several leagues in different direc.- - 
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lions, but had brouglit no news of Marslial 
Grouchy ; that his assistance was, tlicrc- 
forc, not to be depended on. About this 
time, the Emperor received a most dis- 
agreeable piece of news from Gembloux. 
Marslial Grouchy, instead of setting out 
from that place at the first dawn of day, 
as he announced in his despatch of two 
o’clock in the morning, had not quitted 
his camp there at ten o’clock. The officer 
attributed it to the dreadful state of the 
weather — ridiculous motive ! This inex- 
cusable tardiness, under circumstances so 
critical, on the part of such a zealous 
olficer, could not be accounte'd for. 

The cannonade betneen General 
Rulow’and Count dc Lobau soon com- 
menced. The Prussian army marched in 
echelon, the centre in front. Its line of 
battle was perpendicular to the right 
flank of the French anu)’, and parallel 
to the causeway from La Ha)’c Sainte to 
Planchenolt. The echelon of the centre 
tmmasked a battciy' of thirty guns ; the 
artillery opposed to il an equal number. 
After a cannonade fif an hour. Count dc 
Lobau perceiving, that the 1st echelon 
was not supported, marched to the spot. 
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;pierced through, and repulsed it ; but 
the t%YO other lines ■which appeared to 
■have been retarded by -the bad roads, 
rallied the 1st echelon, and, without en- 
deavouring to break through the 'French 
■line, sought to outflank it by a -^vheel to 
the left, in line. Count de Lobau, ap- 
prehensive lest he should be turned, 
executed his retreat upon the army, by 
the alternate movement. The fire of the 
Prussian batteries doubled ; sixty pieces 
of cannon were counted ; the balls fell 
on the causew^ay, in front, and in rear of 
La Belle Alliance, where the Emperor 
was standing with his guard ; it •was the 
army’s line of operation. At this most 
important moment, the enemy had ap- 
proached so near, that his case-shot 
ploughed up the causeway ; the Em- 
peror -then ordered General Duhesme, 
who commanded the young guard, to 
march on the right of the sixth corps, 
wfith .his two brigades of infantry, and 
twenty-four pieces of cannon. A quarter 
of an hour afterwards, that formidable 
battery commenced .its fire the French 
artillery soon acquired the superiority, 
as it was better served^ and more ad- 
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vantagcously .placed. As soon as the 
young guard was engaged, the movement 
of the Prussians appeared to be checked ; 
undulations were observed in their lines; 
but they continued still to prolong it 
towards their left, outflanking the French 
right, as far as Planchenoit ; Lieutenant 
General Morand then moved, with four 
battalions of the old guard, and sixteen 
pieces of cannon, to the right of the 
young guard ; two regiments of the old 
guard took post in front of Planchenoit ; 
the Prussian line being outflanked. Gene- 
ral Billow was repulsed ; his left made 
a movement backward, converged, and, 
by degrees, all his line fell back. The 
Count de Lobau, General Duhesme, and 
General Morand, marched fonvard ; they 
soon occupied the positions which the 
artillery of General Bulow had left. Not 
only had that General exhausted his at- 
tack, unmasked all his rcscn’cs ; but, 
having at first advanced, he was now in 
retreat. The Pnissian bullets no longer 
reached the causeway of Charleroi, nor 
did they even come near the positions 
previously occupied liy Count de Lobau ; 
it was now seven o’clock. 
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VIL Two hours had elapsed since the 
Count d’Erlon had taken possession . of 
La Haye, outflanked all the English left-, 
and' the right of General Bulo'w. The 
light cavalry of the first corps, pursuing 
the enemy’s infantry on the flat of La 
Haye, had^been brought back by a body of 
cavalry superior in number. Count Mil- 
haud now ascended the height with his 
cuirassiers, giving warning to General 
Lefebvre Desnouettes, wlio immediately 
commenced a hot fire to sustain him-. 
This happened at five o’clock ; and the 
moment at which the attack made by 
General Bulow was most' menacing. Far 
from being kept in check, he constantly 
showed new troops, who continued to 
extend his line on the right. The Eng- 
lish cavalry was repulsed by the intrepid 
cuirassiers and the .chasseurs of the guard. 
They abandoned all the field of battle 
between La Haye Sainte and Mont St. - 
Jeaiij which the whole- of their left had 
occupied; and were deprived of all 
meaiis of retreating on their right. On 
seeing these brilliant charges, cries of 
victory were heard all over the field, 
upon which., the Emperor said, “ it is 
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loo soon by an hour; but ive must sup- 
port rvhat is done." He then sent an 
order to the cuirassiers of Kellcrman, 
which were still in position on the left, 
to move hriskly, to support the cavalry 
on the low grounds. At this moment, 
General Billow threatened the flank and 
rear of the army ; it was important not 
to make any retrograde movement, and 
to maintain the position, although pre- 
mature, which the cavalry had taken. 
Tills rapid movement of three thousand 
cuirassiers- who defiled under the can- 
nonade of the Prussians, shouting, “ live 
the Emperor!" made a happy diversion 
at this critical moment. Tlio cavalrj’ 
marched as in pursuit of the English 
army; but the army of General Bulow 
still made some progress on the flank and 
rear. The soldiers and olficers sought to 
divine in the look of the Chief, svlietlicr 
they were conquerors or in danger; svhilc 
he breathed- nothing but confidence. It 
was the fiftieth regular battle in wfiich, 
Napoleon had commanded svlthin twenty 
years. In.the incaiitiinc, the division of 
heavy cavahy of the guard, under the. 
orders of General Guyot, which svas in 
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the second line, behind Kellerman’s cui- 
rassiers, followed at a brisk trot, to tile 
low ground. On perceiving this niove- 
rhent, the Emperor sent Count Bertrand 
to recall it ; for it was his reserve : when 
that General arrived, it was already en- 
gaged, so that; a retrograde movement 
Would have been dangerous. Thus, did 
the Emperor find himself deprived of his' 
reserve of cavalry ever since five o’clock ; 
that reserve, whichj properly employed, 
had so often given him the victory : while 
these twelve thousand select horse per- 
formed prodigies of valour; overthrow- 
ing all the more' numerous cavalry of the 
enfemy,- which wished to oppose them, 
broke through many squares of infantry, 
disorganized their ranks, took possession 
6F sixty pieces of cannon, and seized six 
stands of colours in the midst of the 
squares'; these trophies were presented to 
the Emperor at La Belle Alliance, by 
three chassfeurs of the guard, and three 
cuirassiers. The enemy believed the 
bat'tle lost' a second time; and he must 
have now seen with affright how many 
difficulties' which the field of battle he 
had chosen, was about to throw in the 
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%raj’ of his retreat. Ponsonby’s brigade, 
charged by the red lancers of the guard, 
commanded hy General Colbert, was 
broken through, and its General was killed 
by several lance wounds. The Prince of 
Orange was severely wounded, and on 
the point of being taken ; but the brave 
cavalry not being supported by a strong 
mass of infantry, which was still retain- 
ed by General Bulow’s attack, was oblig- 
ed to confine itself topicserving tlic field 
of battle which it had conquered. At 
length, about seven o'clock, wlicn Bulow’s 
attack was repulsed, and the cavalr)' still 
maintained itself on the flat, whence the 
enemy liad been driven,, the victory was 
gained ; sixty-nine thousand French had 
beaten one hundred and twenty thousand' 
men. Joy was on cs-cry countenance, 
and hope in ever)' heart. This sentiment 
succeeded the astonishment whicli hacT 
been felt during the flank attack made by' 
a whole army, and which had menaced' 
our retreat for above an hour. At this 
moment. Marshal Grouchy’s cannonade 
was distinctly heard ; it seemed to pro- 
ceed from beyond Wavres, in the most 
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distant point, and in the nearest, fron 
the rear of St. Lambert.. 

Vlir. Marshal Grouchy did not set ou 
from his camp at Gembloux before ter 
o’clock ill the morning, and was, betweer 
twelve and one o’clock, half way betweer: 
■ that place and Wavres. He heard the 
terrible cannonade of Waterloo. No- ex- 
perienced man could have a doubt of its 
nature ; it was a fire of many hundred 
pieces of cannon, and therefore proved, 
that two great armies must have been 
engaged. Genei-al Excelmans, who com- 
manded the cavalry, was deeply affected 
by it; and, addressing the Marshal, said,. 
“ the Emperor is in action with the Eng- 
lish' army ; there can, be no doubt of the- 
fact, a fire so terrible cannot be a skirmish. 
Marshal, w’e ought to march towards the. 
scene of action. .1 am an old soldier of 
the army of Italy. I have a hundred 
times heard General Bonaparte promul-- 
gate, this principle. If we turn to the 
left, we. shall be on the field of battle in 
two hours.” I believe you are right,” 
said the Marshal, “ but if Blucher attacks 
on the. side, of Wavres, and takes me in- 
flank, I shall then be compromised for 
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not having obeyed my order, rvliieli is, to 
inarcli against that General.” Count 
Gerard joined tlie Marshal at this mo- 
ment, and gave the same advice tliat 
General Excclmans tendered to liim. 
‘‘ Your order," said he, •' expresses that 
you should have been at ^^^avres )'cstcr- 
day,,and not to-day; the surest plan is, 
to marcli on the field of battle. You can- 
not deny that Bluchcr has gained a march 
on you; he xvas yesterday at Wavres, 
and you at Gcmbloiix ; and n ho knows 
now, where he is ? If he has joined ^Vel- 
Iin;:ton, we shall find him on tlic field of 
battle, and there your order will be ex- 
ecuted to the ver)' letter! If he is not 
there, your arrival will decide the battle ! 
In two houis we may lake our share in 
the honours of the d.ay ; and if we destroy 
the English army, what do \\c care for 
Bhichcr, already beaten ! !” The Mar- 
shal apjicarcd convinced ; but at that 
moment, he was informed that his light 
cav.ilr)’ had arrived at Wavres, and was 
in action with the .Prussians ; that all 
their forces sscrc united there, and that 
they consisted of eighty thousand men at 
Ic.Tst. On hearing this nesvs, hc.couti- 

VOL, IX. -M 
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nued his movement on Wavres, and ar- 
rived there at- four o’clock in the after- 
noon. Thinking that he had all the 
Prussian army before him, he employed 
two hours in getting into line, and in 
making his arransemehts. It was there 
he was joined by the officer despatched 
from the field of battle, at ten o’clock in 
the morning. General Pajol was now 
detached with twelve thousand men to 
Limate, a bridge on the Dyle, about a 
league in the reai: of St. Lambert. That 
general arrived there at seven o’clock in 
the evening, and crossed the river whilst 
Marshal Grouchy attacked Wavres. 

IX. Marshal Blucher had passed the 
night of the 17 th at Wavres, with the 
(fourth corps of his army, forming seventy- 
five thousand men. Informed that the 
Duke of W ellington had decided to re- 
ceive battle ih front of the forest of 
Soignes, if he could reckon on his co- 
operation, the Prussian General detached 
his fourth corps in the morning ; it passed 
the Dyle at Limate, and formed at St, 
Lambert. This corps was entire; it was 
the one which had not been engaged at 
Ligny. The light cavalry of Blucher, 
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■n'hich scoured the country two leagues' 
round his camp at Wavres, liad, as yet, 
no news of Marshal Grouchy ; at seven 
o'clock in the morning it saw some 
piquets of flankers only. Bluchcr there- 
fore concluded, that all the army was 
united before Mont St. Jean ; ho put the 
second corps, commanded by General 
Pirch in motion, and which was reduced 
to eighteen thousand men. lie marched 
himself with the first corps, General 
Zic'ttcn’s, reduced, to thirteen thousand 
men, and left General Thiclman with the 
third corps in position at W.ivrcs. 

The second corps under General -Pirch 
marched by Lasne, while Bluchcr with 
the first corps marched on Ohain, where 
he joined the brigade of English cavalry 
which was flanking their line; this Junc- 
tion was clTccted at six in the evening. 
There he heard that Marshal Grouchy 
had presented himself before Wavres at 
four o’clock; that he made preparations 
for an attack ; and that the third corps 
n-as not capable of resisting him. Mar- 
shal Bluchcr had no choice. He remained 
near his principal forces, General Bulow, 
and the English; and sent an order to 
« S 
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General Thielman to keep his ground as 
long as possible/ and to retire on the 
combined aimy if forced to retreat. In 
point of fact, it was no longer in his 
power to return to Wavres'; he could not 
reach that place before night was closed 
in, and if the Anglo-Belgian army was 
beaten, he would find himself between 
two fires ; whereas, if he continued to- 
march on the Anglo-Belgian army, and 
that it had the victory, there would be 
time enough to ' return against Grouchy. 
His movement was very slow, the troops 
being greatly fatigued; and the roads com- 
pletely broken up, and full of defiles. 
His two columns, thirty-one thousand 
strong, opened the communication be- 
tween General Bulow and the English. 
The former, who was in full retreat, 
halted ; Wellington, who had been in a 
state of the utmost despair, and seen 
nothing before him' but- the prospect of 
certain defeat, now saw his safety. The 
brigade of English cavalry which was at 
Chain rejoined him, as well as a part of 
the fourth division of flankers of the right. 
If Marshal Grouchy had passed the night 
before Wavres, as he should have done. 
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and as lie was ordered to do, at night on 
the 1 7th, Marslial Blnchcr would have 
rembined in observation there with all 
his forces, helicving himself pursued by 
all the French army. If MarshalGrouchy, 
as he had written in the despatch from his 
camp at Gombloux, dated two o’clock in 
the morning, had taken arms at day- 
break, that is to say, four o’clock in the 
morning, he would not have arrived at 
■AVavres in time to stop Billow’s detach- 
ment ; but be would have prevented the 
three other corps of Marshal Blnchcr 
from moving. The victor)’ was still 
certain; but Marshal Grouchy did not 
arrive before Wavres until half-past 
four, and did not attack it until six ; 
it was then too late ! ! ! The French army, 
sixty-nine thousand strong, which at se- 
ven o’clock in the evening, was victorious 
over an army of one hundred and twenty 
thousand men, occupied half the field 
of battle of tlic Anglo-Bclgians, and had 
repulsed Billow’s corps ; saw the victory 
snatched from it by the arrival of Mar- 
shal Blnchcr with thirty thousand six 
hundred fresh troops, a rc-inforccrncnt 
which inci-cascd the allied army in line, 
to nearly one hundred and fifiy thousand 
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men; that is to say, in a proportion of 
two and a half against one. 

. X. As soon as Bulow’s attack had been 
repulsed, the Eriiperor gave orders to 
General Droiiot, acting Assistant-Majoi> 
General of the Guard, to rally all his men, 
before the farm of La Belle Alliance, 
Avhere he was with eight battalions ranged 
in two lines, the remaining eight having 
marched to support the young guard and 
defend Planchenoit. In the mean, time, 
the cavalry, which continued to occupy 
•the position on the low ground^ whence 
it commanded all the field of battle, hav- 
ing perceived the movement of General 
Billow, but- confiding in the reserves, of 
the guard, which it saw ready to keep 
that General in check, entertained . no 
alarm, and even loudly cheered when it 
saw him repulsed, waiting the arrival of 
the infantry of the guard to decide the 
victory ; but it felt the greatest astonish- 
ment on perceiving the numerous co- 
lumns of Marshal Blucher arrive. Some 
regiments made a retrograde movement ; 
the Emperor perceived this. _ It' was. of 
the highest importance to, restore firmness 
to the cavalry and seeing that'it . would 
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lake him a quarter of an liour more to 
rally all his guard, he put himself at the 
head of four battalions, and advanced on 
the left, in front of La Hayc Sainlc, send- 
ing aide-dc-camps along the whole line, to 
announce the arrival of Marshal Grouchy, 
and to say, that, with a little fn-mness, 
victory would soon be decided in our 
favour. General Rcillc reunited all his 
corps, on the left, in front of the castle of 
Hougoumont, and prepared his attack ; 
it was important that all the guard should 
engage at once, hut tire eight olher bat- 
talions weie still behind. Influenced by 
events, seeing the cavalry disconcerted, 
and that a reserve of infantr)’ was neces- 
sary to support it, he ordered Gcnci-al 
Friant to march with these four battalions 
of the middle guard, to meet the enemy's 
attack ; the cavalry rxcovered itself, and 
marched forward with its accustomed in- 
trepidity. The four ballalions of the 
guard repulsed all whom they met — 
charges of cavalry carried terror into the 
English ranks. Ten minutes after, the 
other battailous of the guard arrived; 
lire Emperor ranged them by brigades, 
Iwo battalions in line and two in column, 
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on the right and; left, the second brigade 
in echelon, -which ^united the advantage 
of the two orders. The sun was set ; — 
General Friant, wounded, passed b’y: at 
this, moment ; he said, that' all went ori 
well,. that the enemy appeared to form 
a rear-guard to support his retreat, but 
that he would be entirely broken as soon 
as ’ the rest of the guard attacked him. 
For this, a quarter of an hour was neces- 
sary ! It was at this very moment that 
Marshal Blucher arrived at La Haye, and 
overthrew the French corps by which it 
was defended, namely, the fourth di\d- 
sion of the firs t corps ; it fled in disorder, 
after opposing a slight resistance. Al- 
though it Avas attacked by a quadruple 
force, if it had shown the least resolution, 
throAvn itself into the houses, or pierced 
their ranks. Marshal Blucher would not', 
as it was night, have had time to force 
the village. It was there that the cry, 
suave qui peut, is said to have been first 
heard. The opening made, and. line 
broken, by the want of vigour of the 
troops at La Haye, the enemy’s cavalry 
inundated the field of. battle. General 
Bulow marched forward— -the Count de 
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Lobnii shelved great firmness. The crowd 
soon became so great, that it was ncccs- 
sar)' to order the guard, which liad form- 
ed for an advance, to cliangc its front. 
Tiiis movementwas executed with order; 
the guard faced about, the left towards 
La Ilaye Sainte, and tlic right towards 
La Belle Alliance, showing its front to the 
Pnissians, and the attack of La Hayc ; 
immediately after, eaeh battalion formed 
a square. Tlie four squadrons on duty 
charged the Prussians. At tlial moment 
the biigadc of English cavalry which 
ariivcd from Chain, marched fonvard. 
These two thousand horse penetrated be- 
tween General Rcillc and the guard. 
Tlic disorder now became dreadful 
throughout the field of battle ; tlic Em- 
peror had Old)' time to put liimsclf under 
the protection of one of the squares of 
the guard. If General Guyot’s division 
of cavalry of rcscn-c, whicii followed 
Kcllcnnan's cuirassiers to engage the 
enemy, svithout an order, had not done 
so, it would have icpulsed this charge, 
prevented the English ravalr)- from pe- 
netrating on the field of battle, and the 
• foot-guards would then have been able to 
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check 'the efforts of the enemy. General 
Bulow marched by his left, always out- 
flanking the field of battle. ■ The night 
greatly augmented the disorder, and 
operated as a bar to every thing. Had it 
been day-light, so that the* troops could 
have seen the Emperor, they would have 
rallied : whereas nothing could be done' 
in the obscurity of the night. The guard 
retreated, the fire of the enemy was al-. 
ready but four hundred toises in the rear 
of the army^ and the causeways cut off. 
The Emperor with his staff, remained a 
long time , on a small elevation with , the 
regiments of the guard. Four pieces of 
cannon which were planted there; -kept 
up' a brisk fire on the plain, the iast^dis- 
charge wounded Lord Uxbridge, general 
of the English cavalry. By this time 
there was no longer . a moment to lose ; 
the Emperor could not retreat, except 
through the fields : cavalry, artillery, 
infantry, all were confusedly mingled 
together. The staff gained the little town 
of Genappe, Hoping that it might be able 
to rally a rear-guard there, biit the dis- 
order w^ horrible,; all. its efforts were 
made in vain. It was now eleven o’clock : 
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there being no possibility of organising a 
plan of, defence, tbc Emperor placed his 
hopes in Girard's division, the third of the 
second corps, which he had left on the 
field of Ligny, and to svhich he had sent 
an order to march on (Inatre Bras, to 
support the retreat. 

Never did the French army fight bet- 
ter than it did on this occasion ; it per- 
formed piodigics of valour; and the 
superiority of tlic troops, infantry, c.a- 
valry, and artillery over tbc enemy was 
such, that liad not Bluchcr anived with 
his second corps of Prussians, the vic- 
tory over the Anglo-Bcigian army would 
have liccn complete, though aided by 
Bnlow's thiity thousand Prussians; that 
is to say, it would have been gained by 
si\ty-ninc thousand men opposed to 
nearly double their number; for the 
enemy's troops in the field, before BIu- 
chcr's arrival, amounted to one hundred 
and twenty thousand men. 

The loss of the Anglo-Belgian army, 
and tliat of Bulow’s corps, was much 
greater during the battle, than on our 
side; and the losses svbich the French 
sustained in the retreat, though verj* 
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considerable, . as . six' thousand of them 
were made prisoners, did not, when 
added to it^ amount to those sustained 
by. the allies during the four days which 
had elapsed, since the commencement of 
hostilities. The allies, by their own ac- 
counts, lost sixty thousand men; viz. 
eleven thousand three hundred English ; 
three thousand five hundred Hanove- 
rians ; eight thousand Belgians,' troops of 
Nassau, Brunswick, , See. ; those, of the 
Anglo-Belgian army amounted to twenty- 
two thousand eight hundred; to. which 
add-thirty- eight thousand Prussians : — this 
makes a general total of sixty thousand 
eight hundred men. The losses of the 
Fi'ench, including those sustained during' 
the rout, and till their arrival at the gates 
of Paris, was forty -one thousand men. 

^ The imperial . guard supported its for- 
mer, r eputation ; but it found itself en- 
gaged, under, the most unfavorable circum- 
stances ; being out-flanked on the right; 
while the left was inundated with enemies, 
and those who fled from the field when it 
began to enter into line. . Had this body, 
been able to fight with, its flanks sup- 
ported, it would have repulsed the united^ 
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cfTorts of the two allied aimics. During 
more than four hours, twelve tliousand 
French cavalr)' were masters of a part of 
the enemy’s field of battle; fought all 
their infantry, and eighteen thousand of 
their cavalry, who were repulsed in every 
charge. Lieutenant General Duhesme, 
an old soldier of the greatest braver)' and 
covered with wounds, was made pri- 
soner, when endeavouring to rally a rear 
guard. The Count dc Lobau w.as taken 
under similar circumstances. General 
Cambronno of the guard, remained on 
the field severely wounded. Out of 
twenty-four English generals, twelve were 
killed or badly wounded ; and the Dutch 
lost three generals. General Duhesme, 
although a prisoner, was assassinated on 
the loth by a Bnmswick hussar: this 
crime remained unpunished. He was an 
intrepid soldier, an excellent general — 
firm and unshaken in good as well as in 
bad fortune. 
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CHAPTER VJL 


JtAU.VfNG or Tfli: THOOrS. 


I. JRalljjinfi; of Ihc Avimj al Laon. — Rc- 
ircat of Atanhal Groucfijj. — III. Re- 
sources w/ifcli remained lo France, — IV. 
Effects of the Abdication, of the Em- 
peror. 

I. Tnr. causewa}'' of Charleroi is ■^'cly 
'wide, i(. 'was therefore sufiicient for the 
retreat of the army ; the Ijridgc of Ge- 
nappe is of an equal 'width, so that five 
or six files of carriages might pass it 
abreast ; but the commanders of the parks 
that had been collected there, judged it 
proper to barricade themselves, by pla- 
cing carriages on the causeway, in such a 
manner, as to leave only a passage of 
about twenty feet. The confusion was 
soon dreadful. Genappe is situated in a 
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bottom ; the first Prussian troops which 
pursued the enemy, arrived at eleven 
o’clock at night on the heights which 
command it; they succeeded easily in 
disorganizing a handful of brave soldiers 
whom the intrepid General Duhesme 
had rallied, and entered the town ; 
amongst the equipages which they cap- 
tured, was the travelling carriage of the 
Emperor, into which he had not entered 
since the day of his leaving Avesne. 

It was usual to bring this vehicle on the 
field of battle behind the rcscrs-cs of the 
guard; it was fitted up, so as to contain 
a dressing case, change of clothes, a 
sword, cloak, and an iron bedstead. Tlie 
Emperor arrived at Quatre Bras about 
one o’clock in the morning; dismounted 
at a bivouac, and dispatched several 
officers to Marshal Grouchy, to announce 
the loss of the battle, and order him to 
retreat on Namur. The officers whom ho 
had sent from the field to move Girard's 
division from Ligny, and put it in posi- 
tion at tjuatre Brass, or advance it to 
Genappe if they had time, brought back 
the disagreeable intelligence of their not 
having been able to find that division; 
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The General of artillery, Negro, an officer 
of ihc greatest merit, was at Q^natre 
Bras, witli the parks of reserve. But he 
had only a rcc!)lc escort. Some him- 
drcfls of horse rallied; Count dc Lobaii 
put himself at their head, and took every 
possible measure tooiganizc a rear-guard. 
The soldiei's of the first and second corps 
who had passed the Sambre on the bridge 
of Marciiicnnos, took that direction 
again, (|uitting the caiiscwa.y at ()uatrc 
Bras and Gossclics, to take the cross ' 
road. The troops of the guard and of 
the si.xth corps retired on Charleroi. 
'Tlic Emperor sent Prince Jerome to 
Marchiennes, witli an order to rally the 
army between Avesne and Alaiibeuge; 
and repaired himself to Charleroi. When 
he arrived there, at si.x o’clock in the 
morning, a. great number of men, par- 
ticularly cavalry, had. already repassed 
the Sambre, . marching on Beaumont. 
He stopped an hour on the left bank, 
gave some orders, and directed his course 
on Philippeville, .in' order the more 
easily to communicate with Marshal 
Grouchy, and to send his orders, to the 
frontiers- of the Rhine. . After, having re- , 
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maincd four hours in th.it town, he pro- 
ceeded to Laon, where lie arrived on 
the 20th, at four o'clock in the artcriioon. 
Having seen tlic prefect, and cliargcd Ins 
aide de-camp, the Count de Bussy, to 
superintend the defence of that impoitant 
place, he sent the Count Dejean to Guise, 
and the Count de Fl.diaut to Avesne. 
A^'hile here, despatches were leceived 
from Prince Jerome, who made known 
that he had r.dlicd more than twenty-five 
thousand men, and about fifty pieces of 
cannon in llic rearofAvesnej tliatCcncral 
Monmtl commanded the infantiy of the 
guard, and General Colbert the cavahy ; 
that the army augmented ever)’ hour; that 
most of the generals were arrived ; that 
tlie loss W.1S not so considerable as it iv.is 
thought to be ; mote than halfof the guns 
and stoics of the artillcr)' were saved; 
one hundred and seventy jiicccs of can- 
non sscrc lost, but the men and horses 
had arrived at Avesne. The Emperor 
onlcrcd, that these men and horses 
should be marched to La Fire to he pro- 
vided nith guns; and charged confiden- 
tial olliccrs to organivc a new field cfjni- 
page there. Marshal Soult nas ordered 

VOl. IX. K 
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lo pUicc himself at Laoii with the Em- 
})cror’s stair. Tlie prelect took all the 
nicasures necessary^ to complete the ma- 
gazines oi' the to^Yn, and to secure sup- 
plies of provisions for an army of, from 
eighty to ninety thousand men, which 
would ho, reunited within a few days 
round that town. The Emperor antici- 
pating, that the enemy’s generals, pro- 
fiting by their victory, would push on 
to the Sornmc; ordered Prince Jerome to 
quit Avesne with the army on the 2,^d, 
and to bring it under Laon, the point of re- 
union given to Marshal Grouchy and 
General Rapp. Not being more than 
twelve hours march distant from Paris, 
he judged it necessary to proceed there. 
His presence with the army was useless, 
during the days of the ^Ist, 52d, 2,3rd, 
and 24th; but he expected to return to 
Laon on the 25 th. After having em- 
ployed these six days in meeting and pre- 
paring for the national crisis ; in complet- 
ing the preparations for the defence of the - 
capital ; and in giving activity to all the 
succours ydiich the depots and the pro- 
vinces could .furnish. Itv, was easy at 
that time, snpppsing 'what could not well 
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be doubled, tliat Grouchy’s corps would 
arrive complete ; -that the loss of the 
French would be found inferior to that 
which the enemy's armies bad under- 
gone at the battles of Ligny, Waterloo, 
and Quatre Bras; and it has, in fact, 
been fully proved since, that the loss of 
the Allies amounted to sixty-three thou- 
sand men, while that of the French did 
not exceed fortj'-onc thousand, including 
the prisoners which were made during 
thc' retreat.' 

• II. Marshal Grouchy attacked Wavres 
at slx o'clock in thc evening of thc 18 th. 
General Thiclman opposed a vigorous 
resistance, but he was beaten. Count 
Gerard, at thc head of thc fourth'corps, 
forced thc passage of thc Dylc. Lieute- 
nant General Pajol, with twelve tliou- 
snnd mcn, 'had been detnebed tow.ards 
L'iinate, where he repulsed the rear-guard 
of-Gcncral Bulow, passed thc Dylc, and 
crowned thc opposite heights ; but thc 
darkness became so great at ten o'clock, 
that he could not continue his march, 
and no longer hearing thc cannonade of 
Mont St. Jean, he took itosilion. Count 
Gerard svas severely srounded at the 
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attack of Wavres, a ball passed through^ 
his breast but, luckily, the. wound was-, 
iiof mortal: On the 19th, at day-break,; 
General Thiel man attacked Marshal- 
Grouchy, and was vigorously repulsed., 
The village of Bielau, and all the heights-. 
be}'ond Wavres, were carried by the' 
French. The General of Brigade, Peine, 
a distinguished officer, was mortally, 
wounded ■ during this attack.' Marshal- 
Grouchy gave orders to pursue the enemy,- 
and to march in the direction of Brussels;- 
Ivhen he received the ne^Ys of the loss of 
the battle: at Mont St. Jean, and the 
Emperor’s order to retreat on Namur.- 
This was. commenced immediauly ; the 
Prussians folloAved him with precaution ' 
but having advanced too far, they were; 
repulsed, and lost some pieces of cannon, 
together with several hundred prisoners.- 
General Vandamme took position near • 
Namur, Marshal Grouchy towards , ’I)r - n 
nant. General Thieiman. -faded' in alL 
the attacks which he made. On the 54th, 
the whole of Grouchy ’s corps was j at > 
Rethel, on the 56th it joined the army at ; 
Laon, and amounted to thirty- two thou- - 
sand men, (independently of followers of; 
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ever)' (Icscriplion,) of which, six thou- 
sand and live hundred weic cavalry ; it 
was also provided sviili one Imnilrcd and 
eiglit pieces of cannon. 

! . III. The situation of France after the 
J)attlc of Waterloo, w.as eritical, hut not 
desperate. Every' thing had been provid- 
ed for on the supposition that a failure 
tnight take place in the attack on Bel- 
gium. Seventy thousand men were ral- 
lied on the 27th, between Paris and 
I.aon ; from tsvcnty-rivc thousand to 
thirty thousand men, comprehending the 
depiits of the guard in the ntimher, were in 
march to, join them from Paris, and the 
dcpjts. General Rapp, with twenty-five 
thotisand select troops, svas to arrive on the 
^larne within a few days after. All the 
losses of the artillery were lepaircd. 
Paris alone, contained five hundred field 
pieces. Thus, an army of one hundred 
and twenty thousand men, equal to that 
svhich had passed the Sambre, on the 
JSth, having a train of artillen' of three 
hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, 
would cover Paris on the Jst of July. 
Besides which, it liad for its defen.v 
thirty-six thousand national gua'-' 
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thirty thousand light troops, six thousand 
gunners, six hundred pieces ’of cannon 
mounted, formidable intrenchmerits on 
the right bank of the Seine ; arid, in a 
few days, those of the left bank Would 
have been completed. In the meantime, 
the Anglo -Belgian ‘ and Prusso-Saxon 
armies, enfeebled by the dirninution of 
above eighty thousand rrien, no' longer 
consisting of mbre thaii one hundred arid ; 
forty thousand, could riot rparch ninety : 
thousand beyond the Somme. Here they 
would await the co-operation of the Aus? 
tricin' and Russian armies, which: could 
ndt be on the Marne before the I Sth July, ■ 
Paris had, therefore, twenty-five days to 
prepare its defence, to complete its ami* 
ing, supplies of provisions, fortifications, 
and to draw troops together, from every 
part of F ranee. Even on the 15 th lof 
July, there would be but thirty thousand 
or forty thousand men on the banks of 
the Rhine ; the great mass of the Russian 
and Austrian armies could not enter into 
action until later. Neither arms, ammu- 
nition, nor officers, wei’C wanting in the 
capital ; the light troops might be easily 
increased to eighty thousand, and the 
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field arlilicrj' augincnlcd to six hundred 
pieces of cannon. 

Marshal Suchcl, united to General 
Lcconrbc, would have at the same pe- 
riod, more than thirty thousand men be- 
fore Lyons, independently of the garri- 
son of that city, uhich would be well 
armed, provisioned, and strongly in- 
trenched. The defence of all the strong 
places was secured, they were commanded 
by chosen oHicers, and guarded by fiilth- 
ful troops. All might have been repair- 
ed ; but character, energy, and fmnness, 
were required on the part of the officers, 
the government, the chambers, and of 
the whole nation ! ! They should have 
been animated by sentiments of honour, 
glor)’, and of national independence ; 
finally, their eyes should have been 
fixed on Rome, after the battle of Cannx, 
and not on Carthage, after Zama ! ! ! If 
France elevated herself to that height, 
she was invincible •, ber population con- 
tained more of the elements of militarj- 
prowess than any other in the world ; the 
means of canying on svar were in abun- 
dance, and amply sufficient for cvciy 
srant. 



384 


MKMOIRS [book IX. 

V. On the 21st June, Marshal Bluchcr 
and the Duke of Wellington forming two 
columns, entered the territory of the em- 
pire ; on the 22nd the powder, magazine 
of Avesne })Icw up, and tlic place sur- 
rendered. Ou tlie 2‘1lh, the Prussians 
entered Guise, and the Duke of Welling- 
ton into Cambrav. On the 2Gth, he was 
at Peromie. During all this time, the 
strong ]) laces of the first, second, and 
third lines of Flanders were invested. 
Meanwhile, these two Generals heard of 
the abdication of the Emperor, which 
took place on the 22nd, the insurrec- 
tion of the Chambers, the discourage- 
ment which these circumstances occa- 
sioned in the army, and the hopes 
whicli domestic traitors conceived from 
them : they determined, in consequence, 
to march immediately on the capital, 
under the walls of which the)^ arrived 
during the last days of June, with less 
than ninety thousand men ; this was a 
step which would have been fatal to 
them, and drawn on their total ruin, if 
they had hazarded it before Napoleon ; 
but that prince had abdicated ! ! ! The 
troops of the line, which were at Paris, 
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more than sixty thousand men, belong- 
ing to the depots of the guard, the light 
troops of the national guard of that great 
capital, were devoted to him, and he could 
have rulminatcd the internal enemies 
of France ! ! But, to develope the mo- 
tives which regulated his conduct in this 
important occasion, and uhich has had 
such fatal consequences to him and to 
France; it will be ncccssarj' to "take a 
more extended retrospect, xvhich xvc shall 
do in the follon ing book. 
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would be united, because they: pressed 
against each other from the. right on 
the left, and. vice, versa. The Emperor' 
adopted the plan of covering his move- 
ments by the Sambre, arid of piercing the 
line of the two armies at Charleroi, the 
point of their junction; manoeuvring 
with;. rapidity and skill, he might hope 
to separate them. Thus he found in the 
secrets of art supplementary means, 
which supplied the place of one hundred 
thousand men, whom he wanted. These 
plans were conceived and executed with 
audaciousness and sagacity. > . ' 

' HI. 3rd Observation. .The energy of 
character in many of the generals, had 
been damped by the events of 1814; 
they, had lost something of that boldness 
and resolution; of that confidence, which 
had, contributed so much to the successes 
of former campaigns. 

< 1st,' On the 15th June, the third corps 
ought' to have' been under arms at three 
o’clock- in the morning, and reach. Char- 
leroi .at ten o’clock; it did not arrive 
until three o’clock in the afternoon. 

. Sjdly, On .,the; same day, the attack of 
the woods before Fleurus, which had 
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been ordered lo commence at four o'clock’ 
in the afternoon, did not take plaec until 
seven o’clock. Night intervened before 
the Iroops could enter Fleuriis, where it 
had been tiie project of the Chief to |)lacc 
his head-quarters that very day. Tliis 
loss of seven Iiouis svas very injurious at 
the opening of a campaign. 

Sdly, Ncy was ordered to march on 
tlic ICth, with forty-three lliousand men 
vho composed the left, which he com- 
manded heyond Q,ualrc Bras, to lake po-' 
•sition llicrc at day-break, and even to 
intrcncli iiimscif tlicrc; he Iicsitated and 
lost eight hours : the Prince of Orange,' 
svilh only nine thousand men, presen'ed’ 
on the IGth, tliat important position until 
tlircc o'clock in the afternoon, svhcrc the 
Marshal icccivcd the order dated from 
Flcurus at noon; and when he saw the 
Emperor was about to come to action 
with the Prussians, he marched on Qiiatrc 
Bras, l)ut svlih only half of his troojts ; 
having left the other half two leagues 
bchiiul, to cover his retreat : this he 
forgot until six o'clock, when he felt the 
waul of it for his own defence. In fonner 
campaigns this General ssould have oo- 
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ciipied the position beyond Guatre;Bras, 
at -six o’clpck in the morning, defeated 
and taken all the Belgian division, and 
ttmied the .Prussian army, by rapidly 
marching a detachment dn the causeway 
of Namur,' and which would have fallen 
dn the'rears of their line of battld: ’ or by 
moving with celerity on the causeway: of 
Genappe; he w^ould have surprised, while 
on :thrir march, and destroyed tlie divi- 
sion of Brunswick, . and the fifth English 
division, which came from Brussels, and 
thence marched to meet the first and 
third’ English divisions, which arrived 
by the causeway of Nivelles, both the 
one and the other without artillery dr 
cavalry, and harassed by fatigue. Al- 
ways the first in action, Ney’ forgot the 
troops which were not immediately under 
his eyes. The bravery which a General- 
in-Chief should show, is different from 
that which a General of Division ought 
to manifest ; as the bravery of the' latter 
is different from that of a Captain of 
grenadiers.- • 

. 4thl)^ The ^advanced guard of the 
French army did not arrive before 
Waterloo dii the 17 th, until six o’clock 
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in the evening. Had it not been for 
vexatious delays, it would have arrived 
there at three o'eloek ; the Emperor ap- 
peared to be exceedingly disconcerted by 
it, and said, pointing to the sun, “ Jf'lial 
irould I not give to have this datj the power 
of Joshua, and to retard its march only two 
hours." 

I IV. 4th Observation. Never did the 
French soldiers .show more courage, 
cheerfulness, and enthusiasm, than on 
this occasion ; they were full of the sen- 
timent of thefr superiority. Their con- 
fidence in the Emperor was unlimited, 
perhaps increased ; but they svcrc suspi- 
cious and dislnistful of their oilier chiefs ; 
the treasons of 181-1 were always present 
to their minds ; cverj' movement which 
they did, not comprehend created dis- 
quietude; they thought themselves be- 
trayed. When the first shots were fired at 
St. Amand, an old corporal approached 
the Emperor .and s.aid to him : " Sire, 
dislnist Marshal Soiilt, be assured tliat 
he betrays us." '• He tranquil," replied 
the Emjicror, “ I answer for him, as 1 
would for myself." Towartls the middle 
of the engagement, an oITiccr reported i 
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Marshal Sdult^, that General Vahdamme 
had gone over to the enerhyi arid that his’ 
soldiers loudly , demanded that the Em-' 
peror should be informed of the circurh-. 
stance. When the battle was nearly ter- 
minated/ a dragoon,' his sabre covered' 
with blood, hastened up, crying ; Sire,, 
come quickly to our division, General 
d’Henin harangues the^ soldiery to go 
over to the enemy.”-— “ Have you heard 
him?”— “ No, Sire, but an officer^ who 
seeks your Majesty has seen him, arid 
charged me to teU 'it to you.” At, this- 
moment,' the brave', General d’Henih, 
after having repulsed’ a charge of the: 
eheihyv received a cannon-shot, which* 
carried away a thigh. ■ • * ’ 

ph the i4tli at night. Lieutenant' GC-/ 
neral Bbufiri'ont,,Colonel Clouet, arid the 
slalF-officer Vilbutrey, deserted' - to ’ the' 
eriemy. ^ Their rr'ames will be held .in' 
exe’cration as long 'as ' the French people 
form' d nation.'’ This desertion . greatly • 
augrherited the' uneasiness’ of the troops. 

^ Tt appears'fo be fully proved, that the 
fataT cry* of. “ sduve qui'/eut” pro-’ 
deeded 'from the fourth ' division' of the' 
first corps /Oh the night of the battle ol' 
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AValcrIoo, when tlic vill.igc of La Mayc 
was altackcd by Marslial Bluchcr. That 
village was not tlcfcmlcd as it ought to 
have been. It is equally probable, that 
many oiricci-s, svbo were the bcarci-s of 
orders, disa[)pcared. lint if several of- 
ficers descried, not one soldier rendered 
himself guilty of that crime; while many 
who were wounded, killed ihcinsclvcs on' 
the field of hatllc, when they learned 
that the anny was routed. 

V. Hit Obsen'ntion. The French anny 
w.as divided into three parts on the 
nth. Sivty-niue thousand men under 
the orders of the Emperor marched on 
Ilrusscis, by the causeway of Charleroi. 
Thirty-four thousand, under the ordei's 
of Marshal Grouchy, directed themselves 
on that cajiital, by the causew.ay of 
Wavres, in pursuit of the Prussians. 
From seven to eight thousand men re- 
mained on the field of Ligny ; vir.. three 
thousand of Girard's tlivision to succour 
the wounded, and form in unforeseen 
eases a i-cscrvc at Qiiatrc liras. From four 
to five ibniisand men, fonning the parks 
of ixscrsc, rcm.aincd at Flcnnis and 
Charleroi. Grouchy's thirty-four 
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sand men, provided with one hundred 
and eight pieces of cannon; were sufficient 
to overthrow the Prussian rearrguard in 
all the positions which it might take; 
press on the retreat of the conquered army 
and keep it in check.. It was a glorious 
result of the victory of Ligny, to be able 
thus to oppose thirty-four thousand men, 
to an army which had been one hundred 
and twenty thousand strong. The sixty- 
nine thousand men under the orders of 
the Emperor, were sufficient to beat the 
ninety thousand men, of which, the 
Anglo-Belgian army consisted. The dis- 
proportion which existed on the 15 th 
between the two belligerent masses, which 
was then in the proportion of one to two, 
was much changed ; it being no longer 
in a greater proportion than of three to 
four. If the Anglo-Belgian army had 
beaten the sixty-nine thousand men who 
marched against it, people might have 
reproached Napoleon with having cal- 
culated badly ; but it is positively proved, 
even by the acknowledgment of the ene- 
mies, that had not Blucher arrived, the 
Anglo-Belgian army would have lost its 
field of battle between nine . and ten 
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o'clock al iiiglil. Had iiol Marshal Bhiclicr 
willi his first and second corps arrived 
at eight o’clock, the inarch on Urussels 
in two colunins during the day oF the 
1 7tli, possessed many advantages ; the left 
repulsed and clicckcd the Aiiglo-Bcigiaii 
army ; the riglit, under Marshal Grouchy, 
pursued and harassed the Pmsso-Saxon 
aimy; while all the I'rcncli forces would 
he united at night, on a line of five 
leagues hctsvecu Mont St. Jean and Wa- 
vres. Hut the fault of Marslial Grouchy 
in halting on the 17th at Gcmhlonx, after 
a march of only two leagues, instead of 
pushing on to Wavres; that is to say, 
marching three leagues further, was 
aggras’atcd and rendered irreparable hy 
that svhich he committed the day after, 
the 18th, in losing twelve hours, and 
not reaching Wavres until four o’clock in 
the afternoon, instead of arriving there at 
six o’clock in the moniing. 1st. Charged 
'vith the pursuit of Marshal Blucher, 
Grouchy lost sight of him during tsvciity- 
four hours, from four in the aficnioou 
of the ITth, till four o’clock in the 
aficnioonofthc IStli. Sndly. The move- 
ment of the cavalry towards the flat, pre- 
o2 
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vions Lo Billow’s attack being repulsed, 
was a disastrous accident ^ the intention of 
the Emperor was to order this movement 
an hour later, and to cause it to be sup- 
ported by the sixteen battalions of in- 
fantry of the guard, and one hundred 
pieces of cannon. Srdly, The mounted 
grenadiers and the dragoons of the guard, 
commanded by General Guyot, engaged 
without any order to that effect. Thus, 
at five o’clock in the afternoon, the armv 
was without a reserve of cavalry. If, at 
half past eight o’clock that reserve had 
existed, the storm which swept the field 
of battle would have been mitigated, 
if not avoided altogether; the. enemy’s 
charges of cavalry once repulsed, both 
the opposing armies would have remained 
on the field of battle. In spite of the 

successive arrival of General Bulow and 

} 

Marshal Blucher^ the French would still 
have had the advantage ; for Marshal 
Grouchy’s thirty-four , thousand ^ men 
having one hundred and eight pieces of 
cannon, were fresh, and bivouacked on 
the field of battle. Tlie constant rule in 
all these battles, was, that the grenadiers 
and dragoons of the guard should not 
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lose siglil of the Emperor, or charge 
svithoiit ail order verbally given by his 
m.ijcsly to the general svlio commanded it. 
Marslial Mortier, who had the principal 
direction of the guard, quitted his com- 
mand on the 1 jth, at Beaumont, jnst as 
hostilities commenced, nor svas he re- 
placed afterwards; many inconveniences' 
arose from this circumstance. 

1^1. C//i Obscn’alion. 1st, The French 
army manoeuvred on the )3th and 1-lth 
on the right of the Sambre. It encamped 
on the night of the l-lth half a league 
from thePrussian advanced posts; Marshal 
Blnchcr w.as, notwithstanding, ignorant 
of all onr movements, and when on the 
morning of the I5th, he learned at his 
hc.ad-quartcrs in Namur, that the Em- 
peror had entered Charleroi, the Prusso- 
Saxon army was still cantoned in an c.v- 
tent of countr)’ of thirty leagues in length; 
so that he could not assemble it in less than 
two days. He ought to have moved his 
head-quarters to FIciirus, as early .as the 
ISth of M.iy; concentrated the canton- 
ments of his anny in a radius of eight 
leagues ; keeping advanced guards on the 
^^c^5cand Sambre. His army might then 
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be united at Ligny on the 15th at noon; 
and have awaited the attack of the French 
army there, or marched against, it on the 
evening of the 15 th., so as to hem it in 
by the Sambre. - 

^^dly, In the mean time, Marshal BIu- 
cher, though surprised, persisted in the 
project of uniting his arniy on the heights 
of Ligny, behind Fleurus, with the chance 
of being attacked there, before the junc- 
tion of his division could take place. 

On the 16th, in the morning, he had, 
as yet, only united two of them, while 
the French army was already at Fleurus. 
The third grand division joined on the 
above day, but the fourth, which General 
Bulow commanded, could not arrive in 
time to take any part in thfe battle; Mar- 
shal Blucher ought, as soon as he knew 
that the French were at Charleroi, that is 
to say, '.on the evening of the 15th, to 
have given, as a point of assembling to his 
army, not Fleurus nor Ligny, which were 
already under the cannon oT his enemy, 
but Wavres, where the French could hot 
arrive until the 17 th. By doing so, he 
would have gained all the day of the 
i6th, and the night between the 16th and 
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17lh, to cfTccl llic junction of his svliolc 
army. 

S<i, After having lost the battle of 
Ligny, the Prussian General, instead of 
making his retreat on Wavres, ought to 
have cfrcctcd it on the army of tiic Duke 
of \Vcllington, either towards Q^uatre 
Bras, since that General had main- 
tained himself there, or on Waterloo. 
The retreat of Marshal Rhichcr on tlic 
morning of the 1 7th was completely erro- 
neous; for, the two armies which, during 
the evening of the iRth, svcrc only tlirce 
tliousand toises distant from cacli other, 
having a fine causeway for their commu- 
nication, which entitled them to be con- 
sidered as united, found themselves more 
than ten thousand toises from each other 
on the 1 7th, and separated by dcfdcs and 
impassable roads. 

The Prussian General violated the three 
grand ndcs of war: — 1st, Of Iciping Ihe 
canlonminlj close iogtlhtr. — gdly, Of es- 
lat’tishing a point of asscmtlnfc, n'fiere the 
Imps could all arrii'c before Ihe enemp . — 
Sdly, Of ejleeling a relreal upon his rein- 
foreemenls. 

VII. 7//i Obscrfitlicn. — tst. The Duke 
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of Wellington was surprised in his. can- 
tonments. He should have concentrated 
theiiij on the 15th of May, round Brus- 
sels, holding . advanced guards on. the 
great roads .of' Flanders. .The French 
army manoeuvred three days within reach' 
of his advanced posts; it had,' in, fact, 
commenced hostilities twenty-four hours 
before, and established its. head-quarters 
at Charleroi twelve hours before ; while 
the English General ‘ at • Brussels'., was 
ignorant of all that had taken .place, .and 
the cantonments of his army were still in 
full security,, occupying an extent of 
ground of more than , twenty leagues. 

:?ndly, The Prince of Saxe- Weimar, 
who made part of the ' Anglo-Belgian 
army, was in position before Frasne, on 
the 15th., at four o'clock in the.evehing> 
and knew that the French array was at 
.Charleroi. If he had directly, sent an 
aide-de-camp to Brussels, the latter would 
have arrived there at six in the evening ; 
but it was eleven o’clock at night before 
the Duke of Wellington was informed that 
the French army was at Charleroi : thus 
he lost five hours in a most critical situa- 
tion, and against a man with whom the loss 
of a single hour was of gi’eat importance. 
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3dly, Tlic inranlry, cavalry, and artil- 
lery of the Anglo-Bclgiaii army ncrc 
cantoned separately, in sneli a manner 
tliat tlie iiifaiurj- found itself engaged at 
Q^natre Bras tviiliout cavalr)’ or artillery ; 
tills caused it tosulTcr a severe loss, sinee, 
in order to resist the cliaigcs of the cuiras- 
siers, it was obliged to keep itself in close 
columns, under the grape of fifty pieces 
of cannon. Thus were these brave sol- 
diei's slaughtered, without cavalry to pro- 
tect, oi artilleiy to avenge them. As 
the thiec branelics cannot do without 
each other for a moment, they should be 
invariably cantoned ami placed in such 
a manner as to be always able to give re- 
ciprocal assistance. ■ 

■Ithly, The r.iiglish General, though 
surprised, established Quatre Bras as the 
point of reunion for his army, svliilst that 
place had been already twenty-four hours 
in the power of the French ; thus cv- 
posing his troops to he beaten in detail, 
and as they arrived; the danger svhich he 
made them encounter svas still more con- 
siderable, by his sending them into ac- 
tion without artillery or cas-aliy. By 
Ibis jiicasiirc he delivered his infantry in 
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detachments, and without the assistance 
of the two other branches, to the enemy. 
His general rendezvous ought to have 
be.en at Waterloo. He would then have 
had all the day of the 16th and the night 
between the .ietli and 17th, which was a 
sufficient time, for the assembly of his 
whole army — infantry, cavalrj^ and ar- 
tilleiy. The French could not aiTive 
there until the 17th, at which time it 
would have found all his army in position. 

VIII. Sth Obseivatwii. The English 
General fought the battle of V^ateiioo on 
the 18th. This. measure was contrar)’’ to 
the interests of his nation — to the gene- 
ral plan adopted by the Allies — and 
it violated all the rules of war. It was 
not the interest of England, which re- 
quires so many men to'recruit its armies 
in the East Indies, the American Colo- 
nies, and its vast establishments at other 
places, that this force should be wantonly 
exposed to a sanguinary struggle, which 
might make Great Britain lose the only 
army it had, and would, at least, shed the 
best blood of the nation. The plan of 
the Allies was, . to act en masse, and not 
to engage in any partial actions. Nothing 
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was more conlraiy to their interest and 
plan than to e\posc the success of their 
cause to the chances of a single battle, 
witli a nearly equal force, in wliich all tlic 
prohabililics were against them. 

If the Anglo-Belgian army had been 
destroyed at Waterloo, svhat sendee could 
the Allies derive from the nnmhcr of ar- 
mies, which were preparing to cross the 
Ilhinc, the Alps, and the Pyrenees? 

2dly. The English General in adopt- 
ing the resolution to receive battle at 
Waterloo, founded it entirely on the 
anticipated co-operation of the Pnissians. 
But this co-operation coidd not take place 
until late in the day; he remained there, 
exposed alone, from four in the morning, 
till fivco'clock in the evening; that is to 
say, during a period of thirteen houn. A 
battle docs not, usually last more than six 
hours ; that co-operation was, therefore, 
illnsoty. But to reckon on the assistance of 
the Pnissians, he supposed, that thcsvholc 
of the French army svas before him : 
thus, then, he pretended to defend his 
field of battle with ninety thousand men, 
troops of dilfcrctit nations, for thirteen 
hours, against an army of one . i 
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was doublftil muil night; aiul that witli- 
out the aid of liulow, tlicir army, com- 
posed of different nations, was not so con- 
slilntcd, as to be able to support the shock 
of the imperial army for four hours. 

During the whole night, betsveen the 
I'th and 18 th, the weather wa.s extreme- 
ly bad ; this lendcrcd the ground im- 
passable until nine o'clock in the morn- 
ing. The loss of six hours from day- 
light, w.xs entirely to the advantage of 
the enemy; but, ought tbeir, General to 
make the fate of such a struggle depend 
on the sveather? Marshal Grouchy, with 
thirty-four thousand men, and one hun- 
dred and eight pieces of cannon, dis-i 
cos'crcd the secret which appeared iiri- 
discoi’erahlt, of not being on tbc field of 
battle at Mont St. Jean, on the 16 th, 
nor before Wavres. But, had the En- 
glish General a promise from the Mar- 
shal, that he would not be found at 
either place? The conduct of Marshal 
Grouchy svas as much out of the reach 
of all human foresight, as that of an 
cartlupiakc which svould have swallowed 
up the whole of his troops. 
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Recapitulalio'n. If Marshal Grouchy, 
as the English and Prussian Generals be- 
lieved, during the whole of the night 
of the nth, and all the morning of the 
1 8th, had been on the field of Mont St. 
Jean, and the weather had permitted the 
French army to draw up in order of bat- 
tle at four o’clock in the morning ; the 
British troops would have been cut up, 
and scattered before seven o’clock in the 
evening. And, if the weather had not 
permitted the French army to form its 
order of battle until one o’clock in the 
afternoon, the fate of the Anglo-Belgian 
army would have been decided ; its re- 
mains thrown back beyond the forest, 
or in the direction of Halle, and thus 
there would be full time in the even- 
ing to go and meet Marshal Blucher, who 
would in that case have experienced a 
similar destiny. Had Marshal Grouchy 
encamped before Wavres, on the night 
of the 1 7th, the Prussian General would 
have sent no detachment to save the 
English army, which would have been 
completely beaten by the sixty-nine thou- 
sand men opposed to it. 
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Srdly, The position of Mont St. Jean 
sras ill-chosen. The first requisite of a 
field of battle, is to have no defiles in its 
rear. Tlic English General did not know 
how to make use of his numerous cavalr)' 
during the battle ; nor did he consider 
that he ought, and srould he attacked on 
his Icfi, hut imagined that the attack 
svould he made on his right. In spite of 
the diversion cITcctcd in his favour by 
General Bidow with the thirty thousand 
Prussians, he would have retreated twice 
during the day had it been in his power 
to do so. Thus, in fact, strange caprice of 
human events! the injudicious choice of 
his field of haulc, which rendered all 
rctrc.it impossible, svas itself the cause of 
his success ! ! ! 

IX. 9//i Obsen-aiion. It may he asked 
svhat the English General ought to have 
done, after the battle of Ligny and the 
aclion at Qiialrc Bras? Postcriiy irill 
not have two opinions on the subject. 
He ought to have crossed the forest of 
Soignes on the night of the lith, by 
the causeway of Ciiarlcroi, while the 
Prussian army ought to have crossed it 
on the causesvay of \^’a\Tcs ; the two 
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armies should haveunited at the following 
dawn towards Brussels'; left rear-guards, 
to defend the forest ; gained some few 
days', to alFord time to the Prussians dis- 
persed by the battle of Ligny, to rejoin 
their army ; reinforced themselves by the 
fourteen English regiments, which were 
ill garrison in the fortresses of Belgium, 
or that had disembarked from America 
at Ostend, and suffer the French Emperor 
to manoeuvre as he might think proper. 
In. that' case would the latter, ' with an 
army of one hundred thousand men, have 
crossed the forest of Soignes, to attack the 
combined armies united, two hundred 
thousand strong, and in position? This 
would certainly be what the allies ought 
most to have desired ! Would he have 
contented himself with taking position? 
His inaction could not ■ last long,’ as 
thfee hundred thousand Russians, Aus- 
trians, Bavarians, 8cc. already arrived on 
the Rhine, would, in a few weeks, be on 
the Marne, and oblige him to hasten to 
the assistance of his capital. It would be 
then that -the Anglo-Prussian army could 
march, and join the allies under Paris, it 
would have run no risk, and suffered no 
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los^, wliilc Jl M-oiild have acted conform- 
ably to the interests of the British Na- 
tion, to the general plan of operations 
adopted by the allies, and the nilcs pre- 
scribed by the art of var. From the 1 5th 
to the I8th, the Dube of Wellington ma- 
noeuvred precisely as his enemy wished ; 
whereas he did nothing that the former 
was fearful he would do. The English 
infantry was firm and solid, but their 
cavalry' might have aeted belter. The 
Anglo-Bclgian amry sms saved tssice 
during the day, by the Prussians ; the 
first time, before three o’clock, by the 
arrival of General Btilow with thirty 
thousand men, and the second lime, by 
the arrival of Marshal Bluchcr «lth 
thirty-one thousand men. On that day 
sixty-nine thousand French beat one 
hundred and twenty thousand men. The 
victory ss-as tom from them between 
eight and nine o’clock at night, but by 
one hundred and fifty thousand men! 

Wliat would the people of England 
h.avc said «hcn they had learned the 
catastrophe of their anny, and that the 
best blootl of the nation liad been la- 
vishetl, to support lire cause of kings 

VOL. IX. r 
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against their people, of privileges against 
equality, of oligarchists against liberty; 
finally, of the impious principles of the 
Holy Alliance, against Public opinion 
AND THE Sovereignty OF THE People!!! 
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THE fu'st Chapter behig very succinct, it has 
appeared expedient to annex thirteen documents, 
most of which are official; these will serve to 
convep much useful information concerning the 
topics discussed in ih(it Chapter, Jt was thought 
that the Reader would like to have before him 
the four additional papers, tending to illustrate 
the third Chapter, and recording the state of agi- 
tation which existed in Frame during the first 
fortnight of April, 
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No. I. 

O/fteinl Account of the Progress of Xapolcoii 
from the Jste of PtUn to Parity ^mhUthed in 
the ^fm{^curon the2Zdof 1815. 

Till* Kmperor, infonnc<l 0ml llie French 
pcoHlcln\c lo>l nil Oie tikIiI-* uhicli OitN Imi! 
ncqtiircd during t>>cnt>-fi\c \car< of ImlOc** 
nnd of >Iclorie^, nnd Onl Oic nnny Ind l>ccn 
nlL^cKeil in its plon, rc^oUctl lo clnnjro Mich 
a of Oiinjjs; to rc'-torc Oie itnpcrini 

throne. mIiIcIi could alone ciniantoi' the ris:hl-H 
of the nitinn ; and to mnl.c Onl throne di<»p- 
IK.nr, >\hicli the |KO|dc Ind pro<cnl>c<l, a< 
pnnntctin;: no intcrcvl^t bul tlios: of n rm'dJ 
ninnlH rof individual* 
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On the 26th of^Febniary he embarked, with 
four hundred of his guard, on-board the Incon-^ 
slant brig of war of twenty-six guns. . Three- 
other vessels, Mdiichwere in the harbour,, and 
seized for the occasion, received two hundred 
infantry, a hundred Polish light horse, and tho 
battalion offlankers, consisting of two hundred 
men. The wind was southerly," and appeared 
favourable. Capt. Chautard hoped that the 
Isle of Capraia would be doubled before day- 
light,, and, that the squadron would then be 
clear of the French and English cruisers which 
hovered about that part of the coast. This 
hope was illusory. Cape St. Andrd of Elba’ 
was scarcely doubled, vrhen the wind fell, and 
the sea became calm : only six leagues were 
made ; and, at dawn of day, the squadron was 
still between Capraia and Elba, in view of the 
cruisers. 

The danger appeared imminent. Many' 
seamen advised returning to Porto-Ferrajo 
but the Emperor ordered the voyage to be 
continued, resolving, in case of necessity, to 
take possession of the .French cruisers. These 
were composed of two frigates and a brig ; but 
all that was known of the attachment of the 
crews to the national interests, left no doubt 
that they would hoist the tri-coloured dag,. 
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** anil ranc:c llicm«clves on onr fMc. 

Hfxm the wind frc'-licncil n lillle: a quarter of 
nti Ijour nftcr, (he .Mjimdron wa«i off Ix’ghoni. 
A frigate now appeared, five league? to lee- 
ward ; nnollier was Fccn on the coast of Cor- 
Ficn ; and, farther off, n ship of war, hearing 
clown upon (ho 7«con</rtnf, l>cforc lljc wind. 
At FIX o’clorlc, the Knipcroris \o««?cl pas*;- 
cd by one, which they rccognircd to ho (ho 
commanded by Capi. Andriciix, an 
officer divlinguidied ns much by hU tnlcnt.s 
ns by bis patriolt'>m. It was at fir.-'l proposed 
to Fpenk this vessel, and make her hoNt 
(he IrUcolourcd flag/ In the meantime, the 
I'uqKmr ordered the soldiers of the Guanl to 
take off their caps, and conceal (licmscUes un- 
dcrthcbidwnrkjashc preferred passingon wiih- 
outl>cing known ; reserving the plan of forcing 
the change of flag when it hccamc nccc^wry 
to have rvcourK* to Uiat measure. Lieut. 
Tnillado, of the Jiicon^tant^ an officer in the 
French navy, was verv’ well known to Capt. 
Andritnx; and, as foon as they were clo*c 
enough, they hailed, Capt, Andrieux was 
ndvi’d if he had any coinnu««ions for Genoa, 
some compliments were cxcliangcd, and the 
Iwove*.**!*, ftftsMng in rontmrv* directions, 
Kxm lo'i right of each other; Capt. Andrieux 
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little suspecting’ what the vessel he had spoken 
contained ! 

The wind continued to increase in the night 
of the 27tli. At day-light a ship of the line 
was discovered : she appeared to be steering 
for St. Florent or Sardinia. It was soon per- 
ceived that this shipMid not take much notice 
of the brig. 

On the 28thj at seven o'clock in the morn- 
ing, the coast of Noli was seen : at noon, 
Antibes was in sight. .The Inconstant en- 
tered the Gulf of Juan on the 1st of March, at 
three o'clock in the afternoon. 

The Emperor ordered that a captain of the 
Guard, with twenty-five men, should disem- 
bark before the rest of the troops on-board, to 
secure the coast-battery, if there happened to 
be one. This captain^ though he had no au- 
thority for doing so, conceived the idea of 
making the battalion which was dn Antibes, 
change its cockade : he therefore imprudently 
threw himself into the place ; upon which the 
officer who commanded there for the king or- 
dered the drawbridges to be raised, and shut 
the gates. His troops took arms, but they re- 
spected their old comrades and their cockade.. 
However, the attempt of the captain failed,, 
and his men remained prisoners at Antibes.. 



The di'^cnihuKntmn wi». roinph IcmI nt 
trdock the snmc (Hj : n liiminr o«.ln- 
h!i<hc(l until llic tnnon •‘lioiiM ri^^c. 'riio I'ln- 
jKTor put hiui'^cir nt the head of ihi^ fnmll 
hand of inlnpid •^oMicn*, to the fate of uhoni 
Mich iin|>orlnnt intcrc^ta were attached. Ho 
ni»aircd to Cannes, thtnre to Cra.':«*e, tlirou5:Ii 
St. Vnllicr, and «rri\td nl the aillase of Ct- 
ixMon on the evoninjr of the 2d, haxinj: pro- 
ceeded Iw elite iLaj^ucson iImj fi!>t dn>. Tlu» 
jK.oj»lc of Cannes receUed the l'in|>cror with 
sentiments whicli were the Hr^t presage of 
MKCO'^s to the cntorpri'c. 

On the 3d the Ktiijn mr sW)»l at Uar^inc ; on 
the dth lie dliud at Dijnic. I'niin Castolhne 
to Digne, and in nil the di]eartnicntH of the 
JxMNcr Alj»s, the ^H.ibant**, infornud of tho 
inairh of the LmjMtir, ha^tclKd fnmi nil Miles 
to the road, and ni uiifi ■‘teal their nliincnts 
with an cnergj that left no douhb* ns to ihilr 
n.'al w idles. 

On the 5lh, Gencml Cotnhronnc, with nn 
nd\ inrtsl o^awl cif forts irnuidurs, ti*<*k 
nvnjiiM of the hrid,re and fortn vs ofSI'te n«n 
*1 he I’tnjH ror dipt nt Clap; tt» whMi pi iro |jo 
wns fveorttsl h> ten Itor^iimn and forts ::n- 
iiadicr* 

tIJ I enlhuvii-tn ssimh tin pie-eare *»r h' 
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Emperor inspired amongst the inhabitants of 
the Lower Alps, the hatred which they bore to 
the nobility, sufficiently demonstrated what 
was the general wish of Dauphiny. 

On the 6th, at two in the afternoon, the 
Emperor departed from Gap : the whole popu- 
lation of the town was on the road to receive 
him. 

At St. Bonnet, the inhabitants, seeing the 
smallness of his troop, w'^ere alarmed for his 
' safety, and proposed to sound the tocsin, for 
the purpose of uniting the villages, and to ac- 
company him en masse . — ‘‘ No, (said the Em- 
peror,) your expressions prove to me that I 
have not deceived myself ; they are a pledge of 
the sentiments of my soldiers. Those whom I 
shall meet will join my standard ; the more 
numerous they are, the more will my success 
be secured: therefore remain tranquilly at 
home.” 

Many thousands of proclamations, address- 
ed by the Emperor to the army and the peo- 
ple, had been printed at Gap; and given by 
the soldiers of the Guard to their comrades. 
These proclamations spread throughout Daii- • 
phiny with the rapidity of lightning. 

On the same day, the Emperor pushed for- 
ward to sleep at Corps. The forty men of the 



n«K*ancrtl pmrd of Genera! Cnni!>ronnc pro- 
vmlod loMtirc. They mot \titli thcn(h‘ancc<l 
piianl of n c]i\l’!ion of mx mcn,lnx>pi 

<if Ujc line, >\!io had nrritcf! from Grcnotilc, 
lt> nrrcRl their niarcli. Genera! Cam!»mnne 
^u^licd (o parley ''hh the nd\*nncccl posts: 
they nns\^orc<l, tint it sraa forl)i(l(!cn them to 
hold any conmitmicnlion. They fell hack 
li(mr\cr throe leagues, and wxnt to take up ft 
position between the lakes nt tlic xillatrc of 
<f • « • Ktnpcror, infonned of the ci rcum- 

♦.Lnnee, proccc<lcd lowanls the spot: he found 
«n the line ojijKiscd to him n hattahon of the 
^Jth regiment oflheliiiCjftcompanyofKnptJcr^, 
nnd ft company of miners ; in nil, from »c\cn 
to riglit!mndre<lmcn. lie rent hi^onlerly oHi- 
cer, Col. llaonl, to infonn there troops of his 
nrri\*al ; hut the officer could not make him- 
wlf hcnnl; tlioy only answered, hy telling him 
of the prohihilion which had l>ccn given to 
hold nny rominunication. UjKjn this, the r!m- 
]H.'ror dismounted, and went up to the hitta- 
lion, fiillow-ctl hy the Ginnl, eanying n rahre 
iimler his ann. Making himself known, ho 
raid, lint (he fir>t roldicr wlm wirhcsl to kill 
his Kmpen>r,mi2hl now* do it: thoinnnimmis 
era of “l,ivc ihcEmpenir!** was llieirnnswi r. 
Tlu* hra\i* rc.:iinc.it liad l>crn under the oi- 
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ders of his Majesty during his first campaigns 
in Italy. The Guard and the soldiers now 
embraced each other. The soldiers of the 5th 
immediately tore otf their cockades, and sub-^ 
stituted the tri-coloured one with enthusiasm. 
When they were drawn up in line, the Empe- 
ror addressed them in these words : I have 
come with a handful of intrepid men, because 
I depend on the people, and on you. The 
throne of the Bourbons, is it legitimate, since 
it has not been erected by the nation'? It is 
contrary to the national will, because it is op- 
posed to the interests of our country, and that 
it exists for the sake of a few families only- 
Appeal to your fathers ; interrogate all the in-^ 
habitants who arrive here from the environs : 
^^-ou will learn from tlieir own mouths the real 
situation of things. They are menaced with 
the return of the tithes, privileges, feudal 
rights, and with all the abuses from which 
your successes had delivered them. Is it not 
true, peasants'?” — ^ Yes, sire, (they unani- 
mously exclaimed i) they wished to fix us to 
the glebe; you come, like the angel of the 
Lord, to save us.’ 

The brave soldiers of the battalion of the 
6th demanded permission to oppose the divi- 
sion which covered GrenoWe. The march 



xMis nov\ cnn{in«c«l, in tlio und-l of lba<c>Tlm 
nii 2 :tncii(c<l tijo cmud of folKmcn c\cr> 
►lant, Vircllc ditltncimhctl itself li> tl^cn- 
llin*>in5 in.— ■“ 1 1 U here lint ihc Uc\ oltiiinn ori- 
piintul! (critd Uicsc l»m\c j>cop1c:) il U we 
firhL «1an‘(l to cHiin llio|m\ilr 2 C’«of men. 
It n!<o!ioro tint French Hhtrtj rcMi'iciJntcs, 
niid (Ini Fmnee rccoxcrn iU Iionmir and iu 
independence!” 

Noln ilhstninlinq the fnlijnic u Inch the I*m- 
jxjnir MifTcR'd, he wKhed to enter Grcnohlo 
tlml ni;:h(. AVhen helween ViVcIIennd Gre- 
nohle, the Notmj; ndjiitmiUnnjor of tlieTlhof 
the line came to nnnoimce, lint Col. J<n1>£- 
do>Sfe, <teopK n(Tcctt'<I h\. the dMiononruInch 
cn\eretl rmneo, nml nctiiatcd !»> the nohicst 
fentiimnl^jhad detached h*uu«^dr from the di- 
>i^Hm cifGrcnoMc, and mhnnrt<l ^\ith hn re- 
piincnl to meet the Ilmperor. nilfnnlmur 
nnenvnnl, thlsliraNc rorp> came, todonhIcUic 
force of (he inii»cria! lnK»p’«. The Fmivror 
im«le liln entrj into the fuhnrh of •••••», nt 
nine in the c\cnm". 

The Iroop’thad !»ecn hronslil Inch toGre- 
nohV', nnd (ho *r'le« of (he town «cre ^huL. 
'I*Ijc rttnnK\rt< >m re co\crc<l In the JV! rl 2U of 
t.n.;inccr«i, comp of l%%o ihou-'and J'npp' r*, 
all oM MiMicr<. eoNtfcd nidi lunonraldc 
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woiiTids ; by tile 4th artillery of the line, the 
regiment in ivhlch, twenty-five years before, the 
Emperor had been made a captain ; by the two 
extra battalions of the 5tli of the line j the 1 1th 
of the line, and the faithful hussars of tlie 4th. 

The National Guard, and all the populace 
of Grenoble, were placed behind the garrison, 
and made the air rina: vrith shouts of “Live 
the Emperor The gates being burst open, 
the Emperor entered Grenoble at ten, amidst 
an army and people animated with the most 
lively enthusiasm. 

The day after, the Emperor was addressed 
by the' municipality, and all the departmental 
authorities. The discourses of the military 
chiefs, and those of the magistrates, were una- 
nimous. All said, that Princes imposed by a 
foreign force were iiot legitimate, and that 
they were not bound by any engagement to 
those whom the nation did not desire. 

At two o’clock, the Emperor reviewed the 
troops, a large portion of the population of the 
department being present. Cries of “Down 
with the Bourbons!” “ Down with the enemies 
of the people 1” “ Long live the Emperor, and 
a government of our choice !” were heard on 
every, side. The garrison of Grenoble com- 
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iin*ncc(l a forcctl nmrc!i, immciimttly nftcr- 
vnn!^, (onct on fAnn^. 

A remark Mliich lirw not c«cnj>ctl ntlenlJon 
n, tlmt llje*e MX thou''ftnd men were in nn in- 
^tnnl, ndomed willi l!»c national cockade, and 
encli ^^illl an old one nearly «oni onl ; for, on 
taking oITliin iri-colourcd encknile, every sol- 
dier Imd concealed it in Inn kna]>5ack'. Xot 
one purcltofctl at Grenoble.— “ II i< ibc 
unino, (paid tlicy, in iwsmihj l)crorc the I'm- 
|>cror,) that we ore at An'^terlilr I’’ ‘‘lljif 
(wid Ollier^,) ^^c liad at Marengo T' 

On the Olli the Kinperor ^Upl at Boiirpoin. 
Here the inultiliulc and cnllm'-i.'Mn increa>e<l, 
if posdhle.— “ We have Ions cvpcclcd jou, 
(said thc«c norlhy cilircnv lo the Ihnjwror ;) 
>ou arc at length arrived, to «1 cUmt I'ninco 
from the indolence of the nohiliu, from the 
prttciiMon'of the pric’it'*, and fnmr the di*^- 
grace of a foreijm jokcl*’ From Grenohle to 
Iaoii^, llic march of the Ihnjwror ^^n< one 
conlinticfl triumph. Hit Majesty ^^a’^ in hit 
ojKO carriage, moving fhmly, en^i^»ncd hy 
an immen'^e iminhcr of j>cn^ni«, MoiiIng 
ciprc'^ins the noh!c fcntimrn!' oftl.e 
I»e«‘p!e in thj< patriotic pnixinco — “ ! 

(Mid the nm|*cror,)lK*n* 1 nzain find tlic fcr- 
limrul'tMluchjlwcatx Jearn njo, made ire I.al! 
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France with the title of the Great Nation I 
Tes, you are still the great nation, and you 
will always be so 1” 

In the meantime, the Count d’ Artois, the" 
Duke of Orleans, and many marshals, arrived 
at Lyons. Money had been lavished on the 
troops, and promises to the officers. They 
^wished to cut off the bridge of La Guillotiere, 
and that of Morand. The Emperor laughed 
at these ridiculous preparations : he could have 
no doubt as to the wishes of the people of that 
large city, still less on the disposition of the 
soldiers. Orders were given to General Ber- 
trand to unite boats at Mirbel, with the inten- 
tion of passing the river in the night, and of 
intercepting the road of Moulins and Macon, 
as the Prince wished to interdict him from 
crossing the Rhone. A reconnoitring party 
of the 4th hussars arrived at La Guillotiere 
about four o’clock, and was welcomed with 
shouts of ‘^Live the Emperor!” by the im- 
mense population of a suburb which had al- 
ways distinguished itself by its attachment to 
the country. The passage of Mirbel was 
countermanded ; and the Emperor galloped on 
to Lyons, at the head of the troops wliich were 
to forbid his entry ! 

The Count d’ Artois had done every thing 
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t/> innl»c fiirr of ihc troops, lie was ijniomnt 
that nothing; can !)c «!mic m Fmnrc l>> (lio^c 
nlio nrc U>o njrcnU of forci|niPrs llicrc, nor to 
any one Ijo dm*** not promn! Ins !ioj>c^ on im- 
liojml lionmir ninl llie cn«<c of the i>coplcl 
Pn<‘‘ing before tlu* lOlh regt. of dragoon®, he 
Mid to n bmsc folditr, bearing the iinrhs of 
innnv fcarA,— Come, my friend, cry * Lise 
the King!'”— “ No, Mr, (replied lljc dragoon,) 
no Foldicr will fight ngain^t his father! I can- 
not nnswer >ou, except by crying ‘Ixingliie 
the Km|x?rorr” The Count d’Artoiscntcrcrl 
his carriage, and quitted Lyon®, escorted by a 
single yem/orme. 

The Lm|>cror crossed 1.0 Guillotitrc nl nine 
in tbe ocning, nlmoslwitbout any escort, but 
Mirrotindeil by nn immense jiopuhtion. 

On tlio following day, tbe I llli, be reviewed 
nil tbe inililnry diviMons of Lvonn; nnd the 
brave Gi mrnlllravcrjnt its bend, commenced 
Ills march, to advance on tlie capital. 

The Kiilinunts wbicb tbe inbnbitnnts of 
tint gnat rilv, nnd ibe peasants nround, Ics- 
tifitiltn tlu* I*m|veror, nflVctei! bhn m» imich, 
llt'it lie could not itprfss what ) c fiU.mcrv- 
Iv savin.:, ** Lyoni‘c, I c'-tc<!n you!* Tlu® 
was the setr ml lime tl’C aevUm ttloti® tint 

4 
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. On the 17th - the Emperor breakfasted at 
Termanton, and proceeded to Anserre, where 
the prefect Gamot had remained faitliful to 
his duty. The brave 14th regiment had 
trampled upon the white cockade. The Em- 
peror learned that the 6th Lancers had in like 
manner, assumed the tri-ooloured cockade, - 
and marched on Montereau, to defend the 
bridge there against a detachment of the royal 
guard, which wished to blow it up. These 
young men, not being as yet accustomed to 
lance-wounds, fled at the first sight of the 
6th : two of them were overtaken, and made 
prisoners. 

At Auxerre, Count Bertrand, adjutant-ge-* 
neral to the forces, gave an order to unite all 
the boats, in order to embark the army, which 
already consisted of four divisions, and con- 
vey it to Fossard that night, so as to enable 
it to reach Fontainebleau atone o’clock in the 
morning. 

. Before his departure from Auxerre, the 
Emperor was joined by the Prince of Moskwa,- 
who had caused the tri-coloured flag to be dis- 
played throughout his government. 

The Emperor arrived at Fontainebleau otf 
the 20th, at four o’clock in the morning ; at- 
seven he heard that the Bourbons had quitted 
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Pnri't, nnd (hnt (he mpttnl wns ftve. He fcl 
nut immcdinlcly, nnd cnicrwl the Thuillcrir^ 
nl nine o Vlock, >v!icn he wtxh lrA5t ct|>cc(ci1. 

Tliu^ wTiH (cnnitmlcil, uitiiniit flicthlinjr n 
limp of hlofxl, or mcc(in" the sninllc^t oh- 
ntnclc, the Icjrilininte enterprise tOiicli hns 
m-c^lnhltriiwl the nnlton in it« rights nnd in 
iti plor\*; ^^hich Ins cflnccil the jitnin tint 
(reason nnd the presence of nrmeil foreigners 
hae! fprend over the capitnl: thus is verifietl 
tlmt imsvigc of the Eni|»erorrt nddrc's to Urn 
Mldicrs, in \shichhn wild, The cngle, >vilh 
(he national colonni, would fly front steeple to 
ftci-plo, lo the (otrens of Notre I7.ime. 

* In eighteen days, (he hmvc haltnlion of the 
Gmnl has crosscil the siKtcc hclwecn the 
Gulf of Juan nnd Paris; n march which it 
usually requires forty-five days t^ ••♦mmpllsh. 

As soon ns tlio Emperor haiy ■*'o 

gates of Paris, ho invitcil y 
which the Duke do J^erxy 
come nnd meet him. 0/ 
ncraJs, h'gJit \nfnniT\y 
ruimsMcrs, nnd nrtill<^ • ^ 

general, whom the v ^ ^ S 

the widics of the » 

throne; nnd the ' ^ >** 

•tuned hv cter 


roov It. 
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his knapsack. All trampled on the white 
cockade, which, during* twenty-five years, has 
been the rallying sign of the enemies of 
France and of the people. 

On the 21st, at one o’clock in the afternoon, 
the Emperor reviewed all the troops which 
composed the army of Paris. The whole ca- 
pital has witnessed the sentiments of enthu- 
siasm and attachment which animated these 
brave soldiers. All had re-conquered their 
country I all had issued forth from oppression 1 
A sight of the national colours recalled those 
generous sentiments which have abyays dis- 
tinguished the French nation I After the 
Emperor liad passed through the ranks, the 
troops were formed into squares, Avheii he 
thus addressed them : 

Soldiers ! I came into France with six 
hundred men, because I calculated on the 
love of the people, and the recollection of the 
old soldiers. I thank you for it. The glory 
of what we have just done, is entirely with 
the people and yourselves. Mine is, to have 
known and appreciated your merits, 
p, “ The throne of the Bourbons was illegiti- 
Tllv., since it had been restored by the hands 
the 20th*,''*uers ; for it had been proscribed by 
seven he hearf the nation, expressed by all our 
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nntimml n<«omMic^: in Hirl, il ofTcrTMl no 
ptnmnliv, except to the inlcrt‘*l*‘ of n •nnll 
ijiinjbcr of nrroCTJit nirn* the preUn'in/)* of 
nrc to oiir right'*. 

Solclien*! the itnjKTial throne rnn nlnne i^in- 
mntre the right** of the |M*i»p1e; nncl, ahme nil, 
tho first of onr interest*,— *llnl of jn*! clorj*. 

So!<lIer»*! we nre nhout to nnrch, nnfl ilrixo 
those princes m\ny, the mixiliaric’* *>f foreictu 
cn*. The nnlion m ill not only srcoiul n** hy its 
x\ishe*», l)nl will nUofi»llo\v Uio imjnilsc which 
we p\c. The I'rench |H*ople ntwl iny<iir 
relj on xoti. \Vc th» not wish to interfere 
with (he nITufv of fon'icn inriotis; bat woij 
Ik* iiiito those wlio wonhl inlirfcri* witli 
ours!’ 

This <liscoiirse s>ns sscleoined hy tl»e reite- 
ralfsl nccl.iiintirms of Uio |>cople nnil of the 
10‘Mier**. 

A nuMiicnl nflers' nnJ*, Gem ml Cnmhronm*, 
nml the oflicer* of (he l^bi hillali*'?), np* 
I'c.srKl with the ancient ta’jh's of the Gtnnl 
The I'tnjK'Mr n'-connncnci**!, nm! >aitl to tin* 
eoMjfr*: 

** Ihlii.M tiu' oflirt rs <f tlip b^^la!il ;t 
who nerompnnii'it me in my e : e’l 

wh'» ennjsK-f it nre my frhti't*: (!.*>• «tt« 

<!i -xr t ■> my I.ntt sthih* in i \ih*! A* * 'll n 
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I saw tliein, they represented to me the dif- 
ferent regiments of the army ; for, in these six 
hundred brave soldiers, [there are men of all 
the regiments : they recalled to my memory 
those grand days, of which the recollection is 
so dear ; for all are covered wdth honourable 
wounds. In esteemingtliem, I esteemed all the 
soldiers of the French army! They bring 
back your eagles. May they serve as a ral- 
lying point 1 In giving them to the Guard, I 
give them to all the army. 

“ Treason, and unhappy circumstances, had 
covered them wdth a funereal crape! but, 
thanks to the French people and to you, they 
appear again, resplendent with all their glory. 
Swear that they will be always found wdiere 
the interest of the country shall call them ! 
that traitors, and those who would wish to 
invade our territory, can never sustain the 
aspect of them !” 

‘ We swear it !’ cried all the soldiers ; 
after which, they defiled past the Emperor, 
whilst the band struck up, “ Let us \vatch 
over the safety of the empire.” 
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Pfochmalion of hit Afajeffy*the^Pmjicror to 
the French People. 

l/f.Vmi, Itli. 

KArotrov, bj* ll»o craco of God, [and the 
C«ii'^tUut1on’< of the Slnlc,IEtn|>cror onho 
rrcncli, &.C. Kc. S.c. 

FfiksoitMr.s’J 

The dcfcclion of the Duke do Ca*llpliono 
ddhcrwl L>on< to our][cncmic«, '^iUK)Ut de- 
fcnilinp it. Tlic nrniy of «hitli[I Imd con- 
lldcMl (o him the command, hv the 

lUindKT of jU battntionn, the bra\cn* and pa- 
irioti'^in of the lroop4 ubidi comiK)«c<l it, fully 
able to boat llic Ati'»trimi corjH, tts well tvi U» 
nltnck the rear and llic left flank of tljc cnc- 
m>*ii nmu »liich ihrcntenwUPnris. 

The \tcUmc« orCInmjwulK“rt,\MontmiraiI,* 
ruid Clnloau-Tliicrn ; of Vnudnmp, Monnan^, 
MtHitcroaii, Cmonnc, Rltcim$, d’Arci*-’iur- 
AuW, and ofSainl-Diricr; the inMirToclion« 
of the bm'o jxawtntrN of I/^rainc, Clinm- 
.M*acr, rranebo-ComO*, imdofHur- 
r .3 
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gundy ; and the position which I had taken 
on the rear of the enemy’s army, separating 
him from his magazines, parks of reserve, his 
convoys, and all his equipages, had placed 
him in a desperate situation. The French 
were never on the point of being more power- 
ful ; whilst the dower of the enemy’s army 
was lost without hope of recovery : it would 
have found its tomb in those provinces which 
it had so mercilessly sacked, when the treason 
of the Duke de Ragusa delivered up the ca- 
pital, and disorganized the army. The un- 
expected conduct of these two generals, who 
betrayed at once their country, their prince, 
and their benefactor, changed the fortune of 
the v^ar. Tlic disastrous situation of the 
enemy ■was such, that, at the end of the ac- 
tion which took place before Paris, he was 
without ammunition, in consequence of his 
separation from his parks of reserve. 

In these new and trying circumstances, 
though my heart was torn, I remained firm, 
consulting the interests of the country alone. 

1 exiled myself on a rock. My life was, and 
ought still to be, useful to you. I did not 
permit that the great number of citizens who 
wished to accompany me, should share my 
fate : I believed their presence useful to 
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rnncc, niul I onK ti IniKlful tif brn\c 
inrn, \\I»o were iirrc^'irA for tn> lx. 

Kirxnlctl lo llic thmnf* lix xotir (h'Mtv', nil 
tl»'\( hiH |m'i n tlono xxilliotit xon, in iK^.^itinnlc. 
During llic Inrntx-fixr xcxp*, I'mncc Ins 
ncf]nirr(l upxx inlrrrM<, nexx nnj^tilnlinns, ci 
ncu pinrj, xxliich cannot In* ^ccnri-tl.oxrrpl l»y 
ninlloinl {roxcniincnt,n!nU»x ntUna^t v nri'jnir 
from (Ijc-^o new circnni'tnnn «. A prince x\ I»o 
rr5:nic<! o'er xwi, wim was ‘■eaictl on inx 
(lironr {i\ (lio force of (he fame nni«V« whicfi 
InxT nt'n^ed our terriforx*, wonM ^(TU in 
>ain (o jiroji liimM-lf tip h\ ihe principles of 
llic f< mini law 1 lie coiiM only xTurc the riulits 
ninl lionour> <*rn ►nnll inimlcTof imlixii!inl«, 
enemies of the people, who luxe for tx'cntx- 
fixe xcar» condemned them in nil our national 
nsiciiihliis. Your iii!rri«r Imnijtiillilx, nnd 
xour exterior considcmtion, would he Io»t for 
c'cr. 

Frenchmen 1 I hate hranl xotir rfJtnptaints 
nml xonrxxishts in inx exile. You rliim n 
piximnunl rIio»tn hy x<>ii}>flvi x, which is 
alone legitimate. You nfru«<<I lux louir *!um- 
Ikt. 1 was cttisutcs! xxilh ♦Trifuitijr tljo 
grand iulircxt* of the counliy to lux own 

W jv>vr 

I Inx< cro«*<d the «ca«, aunht f^-rih cf 
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every kind ; I arrive amongst you to resume 
niy rights, which are your own. Whatever 
individuals have done, written^ or said, since 
tlie capture of Paris, will be for ever unno- 
ticed by me. It will have no influence on the 
recollection which I presence of the important 
services they have rendered ; for there are 
• events of such a nature as to be above human 
organization, 

Frenchmen ! there is no nation, however 
small, which has not liad the right of with- 
drawing itself, and which has not withdrawn 
itself, from the |dishonour of obeying a prince 
imposed by an enemy merely victorious for a 
moment. When Charles VII. returned to 
Paris, and overthrew the ephemeral tlnrone of 
Henry VI. he acknowledged that he held the 
throne through the valour of his brave adhe- 
rents, and not from a Prince Regent of 
England. 

It is also to you only, and to the intrepid 
army, that I boast, and alu^ays will boast, - of 

owing every thing. 

(Signed) NAPOLEON. 

By order of the Emperor, 

The Grand Marshal, Acting Adjutant-general of the Army, 

(Signed) BERTRAND. 
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No. III. 

Proclamation of his Majesty the Emperor 
• to the Army. 

Gulf of Juan, cf March, 1815. 

SoLDlEHS ! 

We have not been conquered. Two men, 
who issued from our ranks, have betrayed our 
laurels, their country, their prince, and their 
benefactor. Those whom we have seen over- 
run all Europe during twenty-five' years, to 
raise up enemies against us, who have passed 
their lives in combatting us in tlie ranks of 
foreign armies, and in cursing France ; can 
tliey pretend to command and cnclmin our 
eagles “I — they >vho have never been able to sus- 
tain the sight of them I Shall we suffer them 
to inherit the fruit of our glorious labours ;^to 
take possession of our honours, of our pro- 
perties; to calumniate our glory? If their 
reign lasted, every thing would be lost, even 
the recollection of Uic immortal days on wliicli 
wo .have conquered. With what exaspera- 
tion they declaim against them! They^^scck 
to poison what the world admires; and, if 
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flcrenfj(*r5;oronrolr)rysl.ill remain, i(- is amongsC 
the oneinics M-lioin we liavo combatted in llie 
fiolcl of JinlUa. 

Soldiers! I have licard your voice while in 
exile. I have arrived, througli every ob.stacIe, 
and many perils. Your general, called to the 
throne by (he choice of tlie people, and ele- 
vated on your shields, is restored to j'oii. 
Come and join iu’m. 

Tear ofV (hose colours which (he nation has 
proscribed, and which, during f,wcnty~five. 
year.s, have served to rally all the enemies of 
France. Put on the tri-colourcd cockade: you 
wore it on the days of our grand achieve- 
menls! 

We .should foj'gct that we have been the 
nittster.s of nations ; but wc should not suffer 
any of them to meddle in our affairs. 

AVho is it that pretends to domineer over 
us"? Ylio has the power to do so'? Resume 
those eagles which you had at Ulm, Aiister- 
litz, Jena, Eylau, and Fricdland ; at Tudella, 
Eckmulh, Essling, Wagram, Smolensk, the 
Moskwa, Lutzen, Yurken, and Montmirail. 
Do you think that the handful of French, now 
so arrogant, can sustain the view of them? 
They will return to their old haunts, and 
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reign there, ns thc> pretend to ha^e reigned 
during nineteen 5 cars 

\o«r property, mnk, glorj, those of your 
children, ha\c no greater enemies llinn 
princes >\hoin foreigners lia\c imposed on us. 
They arc Uie enemies of our glory, because 
the recital of the many heroic actions ^^hlc]l 
lia\ c charactcri7ed the rrcnch people, combal- 
ling against thcmio shake off their yoke, is 
their condemnation 

The veterans of the army of the Sambre 
and INIouse, of the Rhine, Italy, and Eg\pt , 
that of the 'West, and of the Grand Aniiy, 
are humiliated tlicir honourable scars are 
branded their successes Monld be crimes 
‘These bravo Bokhers \\ould be rebels, if, as 
the enemies of tlio people pretend, tlio legiti- 
mate sovereigns were in llic midst of the fo- 
reign armies 

All the honours, rewards, and their affec- 
tions, are for those who have served them 
against the country and against us 

Soldiers f range your^ehes under tlic co- 
lourh of your chief IIis cMstence is composed 
of yours, — his rights arc those of the people 
and your own , — his interest, Ins honour, and 
his glory, arc no others than vonr interest, 
honour, and glorv \ ictory w ill march at the ' 
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clmrging-stcp. The eagle, with the national 
colourf;, -will fly from steeple to steeple, to 
the towers of Notre Dame. Then you may 
boast of what you will have done : — yon will 
be the deliverers of the country. 

In your old age, surrounded and esteemed 
by your fellow-citizens, they will proudly hear 
you relate your achievements. You may each 
of you then say with pride : 

“ I also formed part of that grand army 
which entered twice within the walls of 
Vienna, those of Rome, Berlin, Madrid, and 
of Moscow ; which delivered Paris from the 
slain that (reason and (lie presence of the 
enemy had stamped u})on it.” 

Honour to these brave soldiers, the glory of 
the country ! and eternal sliame to the crimi- 
nal Frenchmen, in whatever rank fortune may 
have given birth to them, who combatted 
twenty-five years with foreigners, to lacerate 

the bosom of the country. 

(Signed) NAPOLEON. 

By order of tlic Emperor, 

Tlic Grand Marslial, Acting Adjutant-general of the Army, 

(Signed) BERTRAND. 
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GhI/ 0 / Juan, li/ Marth, 1815. 

T?ic Generals, Oncers, anrf SolditTs, of the 
Imperial Guard, to the Generals, Officers, 
and Soldiers, of ike Army. 

Soldiers and Comrades ! 

We have preserved to you your Emperor, 
nolwilhetanding the numorous snares which 
were laid for him. We bring him back to 
you, through seas, and in the midst of n 
thousand dangers. We have reached the sa- 
cred land of the country, with the national 
cockade and the imperial eagle. Trample 
under foot the white cockade. It is the em- 
blem of your shame, and of the yoke imposed 
by foreigners and treason. We would have 
shod our blood in vwn, had wo suffered the 
conquered to give us the law ! 

Ever since the few months the Bourbons 
have reigned, they liavciconvinccd you tliat 
they have forgotten nothing, and learned no- 
thing. Tlicy have always governed by pre- 
judices inimical to our rights and those of Uie 
people. 
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. Franconnin, MalleTj Lieutenants; Laborde, 
Emery-Moissot, Arnaud. — Light Cavalry of 
the Guard: the Baron Jermanousky, Major; 

’ Balinski, Schultz, Captains; Fintoski, and 
Skoronski, Lieutenants. 

(Signed) 

The General of Division, Aide-de-Camp of his Majesty 
the Emperor, Deputy Adjutant-general of the Guard, 

■ Comte DROliOT. ' 


No. V.^ 

Address of the Council of State, 'presented on 

the 2Qth. 


Sire, 

The members of your Council of State have 
thought it an act of duty, in the moment of 
their first meeting, solemnly to profess the 
principles which direct their opinions and 
their conduct. They come to present to your 
Majesty the deliberation which they have 
unanimously taken, and to supplicate you to 
accept the assurance of their devotion and 
gratitude, of their respect and attachment to 
your sacred person. 
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COUNCIL OF STATE. 

Hixlract from the Register of Delibcralions. 

(SITTING OF THE 25tII MARCH, 1815.) 

On resuming its functions, liic Council of 
Stale lliinks liiat it sliould make knosvn t\\e 
principles which regulate its opinions and its 
conduct. 

The so>i:reigntv resides in the people: 
IT IS the sole legitimate source op power. 

In 1789, the nation rc-conqucrcd its rights, 
long usurped or disowned. 

The National Assembly abolished the feudal 
monarchy,- established a constitutional mo- 
narchy, and a representative government. 

The resistance op the Bourbons to the 
■WISHES OF the people DROUGHT ON THEIR 
DOWNFALL, AND THEIR DANISIIMENT PROM THE 
French territouv. 

Twice tile people consecrated by its votes 
the new form of government, established by 
its representatives. 

In llic year VIII. Bonaparte, already 
crowned by victory, was raised to the go- 

EOOK i.\. s 
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vernment by the consent of the nation,^ and a 
constitution created the consular magistracy. 

The Senatiis-consultuin of the 16th Tiier- . 
midor, j^ar X. named Bonaparte consul for 
life. 

The Senatiis-consultum- of the 28th Floreal,, 
year XII. conferred on Napoleon the imperial 
dignity, and rendered it hereditary in his_ fa- 
mily. 

V 

These three solemn acts were submitted to 
the acceptation of the people, who consecrated 
them by nearly four millions of votes. 

Thus, during twenty-two years, the Bour- 
bons had ceased to reign in France : they 
were forgotten there by their contemporaries.. 
Strangers to our laws,, to our institutions, to 
our morals, to our glory, the actual generation 
knew them not, except by the recollection of 
the foreign war which they had excited against 
the country, and the intestine dissensions, 
which they had kindled there. 

In 1814, France was invaded by the armies 
of the enemies, and the capital occupied. 
The uivaders created a pretended provisional 
government. Tliey assembled a minority 
of the senators, and forced them, contrary 
to their mission and against their will, to 
destroy the existing constitutions, to overtiu:a 
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tlic imperial llironc, and to recall the family 
of the Bourbons. 

The Senate, which lind been onlj instituted 
for the preservation of the constitutions of the 
empire, recognized, iUclf, that it had not the 
power to change them, it decreed, that the 
project of a constitution which it had pre- 
pared should be submitted to the acceptation 
of thepeopic, and that Loiiis-Stanislaus-Xavicr 
should be proclaimed King of llic French, as 
soon ns he should have accepted the constitu- 
tion, and sworn to observe it and to cause it 
to bo observed. 

The abdication of the Emperor Napoleon 
was nothing but the result of the unhappy 
situation to whicli France and the Emperor 
had been reduced by the events of the war, 
by treason, and by the occupation of the ca- 
pital. The sole object of tiic abdication wa-s, 
to avoid civil war, and tlic ciTiision of French 
blood. Not being consecrated by the wish of 
the people, that act could not destroy the so- 
lemn contract fonned between the people and 
the Emperor; and, even though Napoleon 
might personally abdicate the croum, in: had 

NOT THC POWER TO SACRIFICD THE RIGHTS OP 
ms SON, CALLED TO REION AFTER HIM. 

In the mean time, a Bourbon an as named 

s2, 
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Lieutenant-general of the Kingdom, and took 
the reins of g'ovemment. 

Louis-Stanislaus-Xavier arrived in France. 
He made his entry into the capital, and took 
possession of the throne, according to the order 
established in the ancient feudal monarchy. 

He had not accepted the constitution def- 
orced by the Senate: he had not sworn to 
observe it ; it had not been submitted to the 
acceptation of the people; the people event, 
subjugated and awed by the presence of fo- 
reign armies, could not express freely or 
validly its wish. 

Under their protection, after thanking a fo- 
reign prince for having made him remount the 
throne, Louis-Stanislaus-Xavier dated the first 
act of his authority the nineteenth year of his 
reign ; thus declaring that the acts -which had 
emanated from the will of the people, were 
the produce of a long, revolt. He granted 
voluntarily, and by the free exercise of his 
royal authority, a constitutional charter, called 
an Ordinance of reformation ; and, as a full 
sanction, he merely caused it to be read in the 
presence of a new corps, which he had just 
created, and of an assemblage of deputies, 
that was not free, and did not accept it, of 
-which not one -was authorized to consent to a 
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cliangc, and of which two-fiflhs were not ac- 
tually representatives. 

All these acts are therefore illegal. Made 
in the presence of hostile armies, and under 
foreign domination, they arc entirely the clTcct 
of violence. They arc essentially null; and 
attack the honour, the liberty, and the rights, 
of the people. 

• The adhesions given by Individuals and by 
functionaries, without authority, have not been 
able to annihilate, nor supply the want of, the 
consent of the people, expressed by votes so- 
lemnly invoked and legally given. 

If these adhesions, as well as the oath 
talvcn, could have been obligatorj* for the per- 
sons who made them, they would cease to ho 
so, as soon os the government which received 
tlicm ceased to exist. 

The conduct of the citizens who, under that 
government, served the slate, cannot he 
blamed. They arc even worthy of praise; 
they profited by thoir po^Jition to defend tho 
national interests, and to oppose the spirit of 
re-action and counter-revolution ^^hich deso- 
lated France. 

The Bourbons themselves liad constantly 
violated tlieir promises: they favoured tho 
pretensions of tlic feudal nobility ; they shook 
53 
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tlie sales of the national properties of whatever 
origin ; they prepared the re-establishment of 
the feudal rights and of the tithes ; they me- 
ftaced all the new creations; they declared 
war against all liberal opinions ; they attacked 
all the institutions which France had acquired 
at the expense of its blood, preferring to hu- 
miliate the nation, rather than unite them- 
selves to its glory ; they stripped the Legion 
of Honour of its revenues, and of its political 
rights ; they lavished its decorations, in order 
to degrade it ; they took from the army, the 
pride of the nation, their pay, ranks, and ho- 
nours, to give them to emigrants and to chiefs 
of revolt : they wished, in fine, to reign, and 
oppress the people, by emigrants. 

Profoundly affected by its humiliation and 
its misfortunes, France called, with all its 
washes, the national government, the dynasty 
bound to its new interests, to its new insti- 
tutions. 

When the Emperor approached the capital, 
the Bourbons washed in vain to repair, by 
extempore laws, and tardy oaths to their con- 
stitutional charter, the outrages committed 
against the nation and the army. The time 
of illusions wms past : confidence wms for ever 
lost. No arm w^as raised to defend them : 
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llic nation and tlic army flw to meet llicir 
tleri\crcr. 

TIjc Emperor, in re-mounting the Uironc to 
mIucIi the people had elevated him, restored 
the people to their most sacred rights. He 
docs no more than rccal to their execution 
^tlic decrees of the rcprcsentnti\c assemblies, 
sanctioned by the nation : he returns to reign 
by the sole principle of legitimacy, whlcli 
France has recognized and consecrated for 
tuenly-fivc years, and to which all the au- 
thorities bound themselves by oaths, from 
which the will of tlic people could alone dis- 
engage tlicm. 

The Emperor is called upon to guarantee 
anew, by institutions, (and he has pledged 
himself to it, in his proclamations to the nation 
and to the army,) all the libcml principles, 
iiulMdual liberty, and equality of rights, the 
liberty of the press, and the abolition of tlic 
censorship, the liberty of worship, the vote of 
the constitutions and of tlic laws by the repre- 
scntati\ es of the nation, legally elected, the na- 
tional properties of every origin, the indepen- 
dence, the immutability, of the tribunal^, the 
responsibility of the ministers, and of all the 
.agents of po^^cr. 
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COUNCIL OF MINlSTERa 

i(srrriNG of Sunday, 2d April, 1815.) 

Report of the Commission of the Presidents 
of the Cquneil of State. 

1. In consequence of the reference which 
has been made to it, the commission, com- 
posed of the presidents of the sections of the 
Council of State, has examined the Declara- 
tion of the 16th March, the Report of the 
Minister of General Police, and the papers 
w'hich are joined to them. 

2. The Declaration is in a form so muti- 
lated,, conceived in terms so strange, expresses 
ideas so anti-sociaU that the commission was 
inclined to regard it as one of those supposi- 
tious productions, by which contemptible men 
seek, to change public opinion. 

3. But the. verification of the documents 
drawn up at Metz, and the examination of 
the couriers, have established the fact, that 
the above Declaration was sent by the mem- 
bers of the French Legation at Vienna. It 
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should consequently he considered as adopted 
and signed bj them. 

d. It is under this first point o^^ic^vlhat 
the commission has hclic\cd it to be its dtily 
to commence the examination of aproduction, 
Mhichhas no example in the annals of diplo- 
macy, and in xNhicli Frenchmen, men inxested 
uilli a public cliaractcr the most respect- 
able, commence by a species of act of out- 
law rj; or, to speah more plainlj, by insti- 
gating the assassination of the Emperor 
Napoleon. 

5. We say, ^^ilh the Minister of Police, 
that this Declaration is the u ork of the Froncli 
plenipotentiaries; bccau«c tlio'^c of Austria, 
Russia, Prussia, and of England, could not 
Iiaxc signed an act, which the so\crcigns and 
the nations to wliom they belong would bo 
eager to disax o\\. 

G. Besides, thc«c plenipotentiaries, who arc 
gcncrallj parties to the Treaty of Paris, know 
that Napoleon has been rccogni/cd there as 
retaining the title of Emperor, and ns soxc- 
rcign of the Isle of Elba. Thej would baxc 
designated him bj his titles, and would not 
haxe departed, either in the Mih‘«t.uicc or in 
tiic form, from the respectful dcftrcncc which 
tlic^ impose 
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; 7. They would have felt that, accorcliiig to 
the laws of nations, the prince the least strong 
by the extent of the population of his states, 
enjoys, as to his character political'and civil/ 
' all the rights belonging to every sovereign 
prince, equally with the most powerful 'mo- 
narch ; and that Napoleon, recognized under 
the title of Emperor, was not, any more than 
themselves, subject to the jurisdiction of the 
Congress of Vienna. 

. 8. The oblivion of these principles, impos*? 
sible to suppose in plenipotentiaries who. 
,weig!i the rights of nations -witli reflection, 
'wisdom, and maturity, is not astonishing 
wdien it is manifested by some French minis- 
ters, to whom their conscience reproaches^ 
more than one treason, with whom fear has 
produced passion, and whose reason; is be:? 
wildered by remorse, 

,9. These persons, may have risked the . fa- 
brication and publishing of a paper, such as^ 
die pretended Declaration of the 1.3th of 
March,-' in the hope of arresting the march of 
Napoleon, and of deceiving the French people 
with regard to the sentiments of foreign 
powers. 

10. But it is not given to them to judge of 
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a nation ^\lnch they lm^c disowned, bolrajcd, 
nnd dcliNcrcd to foreign armies, 

11. Tliis nation, bm\c and generous, rG\ oils 
against all llml bears the character of meanness 
and of oppicBsion, its afTcclion increases \^bcn 
tlie object of them is menaced by a crying in- 
justice, andlbenssassination,to\\IucIithc fiist 
phrases of the declaration of the 13th of March 
p^o^ okc,A\ ill find noarm tonccompUsh it, either 
amongst the in entj-li%c millions of French, of 
^^hom the majority has fono\\cd, guarded, 
and protected Napoleon, fiom the Mediterra- 
nean to the capital , nor amongst the eighteen 
millions of Italians , the si\ millions of Bel- 
gians or borderers of lIicRIiinc ; nnd tbennme- 
roiis populations of Germany, who, in this 
.solemn conjuncture, lia\c not pronounced his 
name w ithout a respectful recollection ; nor, in 
the bosom of the Englidi nation, indignant at 
the supposition, and whose hononrahle senti- 
ments disa^ow the language which has been 
dared to be pul into the mouths of the so\e- 
reigns. 

12. The people of Europe arc enlightened : 
they cvlimalc the rights of Napoleon, the right* 
of the allied prince’s, nnd l!io*c of the Bourbons. 

13 'riiej know tlmtthc con\cnlioi\ of Fon- 
lainblcan is a treaty between soNcreigns. Its 
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violation, th<^ entry of Napoleon on the French 
territory, could only, like every infraction of a 
diplomatic act, like every hostile invasion, 
bring on an ordinary war ; of whicli the result 
could not be as to the person, but to be con- 
queror or conquered, free or a prisoner of war ; 
not as to the possessions, but to preserve them 
or lose them, to increase them or to diminish 
them ; and that every thought, every measure, 
evei’y flagitious attack against the life of a 
prince at war with another, is a thing unheard 
of in the history of the nations and the cabinets 
of Europe. 

14. By the violence and passion, by the ob- 
livion of principles, which characterize the de- 
claration of the 13th of March, are recognized 
the envoys of the same prince, the organs of 
the same councils, which also, by the ordi- 
nance of the 9th of March, outlawed Napo- 
leon, also invoked on him the daggers of assas- 
sins, promising a salary to any person who 
should produce his head. 

15. And yet, what has Napoleon done? he 
lias honoured, by affording security to the 
men of all nations, charged with the infa- 
mous mission to which they were appointed. . 
He has shown himself moderate and generous. 
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c\en lownrds the per«5ons «lio had dcNOtcd 
liim to death. 

10 ^Yhcnhc ‘;poho to General E\cehnan*;, 
^^ha \\as marchin" towards the column ^NhicU 
closclj followed, Lo«i«;-Sta^lis!aus-Xa^^c^; to 
Gen. Count d'Erlon, who was to rccci\c him 
at Lille, toGcn. Ciauscl, who went to Bor- 
deaux, where the Duchess d’Angoidemc was ; 
to Gen. Grouchj, who marched to slop the 
ci\il troubles excited hj the Duke d’Angou- 
leme ; orders weroghen h.v the Emperor, that 
tlic persons of these indixiduals should he rc- 
Fpected and sheltered from c^cr 3 danger and 
xiolcnce, during their marclt out of the Frcncli 
tcrutor>, and until tho^ slimild quit it 

17. Nations and posterity will judge on 
what side a respect fur the right of nations has 
been in Uiis giwud conjunctinc, as well ns for 
tliosc due to a Fo^c^cign, and for the rules of 
war, principles of cWilization, and maxims of 
laws, chil and religious. Ycs>! it is for thorn 
to pronounce hetw cen Napoleon and the IIou^^ 
of Bourbon. 

18. If, after ha\ing examined the pretend- 
ed declaration of Congress, mnlcr this fir>t 
aspect, it is, di<cus«cd in it> rthlions witli the 
diplomatic conventions, the trcalv of ronlain- 
blcau of the 11th of April, ratified h^ the 
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French government, it will be found, that its 
violation is not to be imputed to any others 
than those ^vho reproach Napoleon with its 
tiolation. 

19. The treaty of Fontainbleau has been 
violated by the Allied Powers and by the 
House of Bourbon, in what relates to the 
Emperor Napoleon and his family ; as well as 
in all that touches the interests and the rights 
of the French nation. 

20. I. The Empress Maria Louisa and her 
son were to have obtained passports and an 
escort, to proceed to the Emperor ; but, far 
from executing that solemn promise, the wife 
was violently separated from the husband, the 
son from the father ; and this, wdiile Ire laboiii- 
ed under those painful circumstances, in which 
the strongest mind has occasion to seek con- 
solation and support in the bosom of its fami- 
ly, and in its domestic affections. 

21. II. The safety of Napoleon, of the impe- 
rial family, and of their suite, was guaranteed^ 
by all the Powers: yet bands of assassins 
were organized in France, under- the eyes of 
the French government, and even by its or- 
ders, (as will soon be proved, by the trial of 


^ Vide Art, I'l, of Treaty* 
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.De Mnubrcuil,) to attack the Emperor, his 
"brothers, and their >\i\cs: in (lefanltof the 
success ■N\hich they hoped, fiom this first 
branch of the plot, a seditious rao\cmcnt ^^as 
prepared at Orgon, on tlic route of the Empe- 
ror, to attempt his life, by means of some bri- 
gands stationed there. Thc> sent to Corsica, 
as go\crnor of that island, one of Georges’ 
emissaries, the Sieur Broulait, clc\nlcd. ex- 
pressly for the purpose, to the rank of }TarL- 
chal c/e Comp, \\ ell Known in Brittany, Anjou, 
Normandy, La Vendee, and England, by the 
blood nhich he has shed, in order that he 
might prepare and render llic crime sure , and, 
in fact, since his nrriv al at Elba, many assassins 
ha\c attempted to gain the guUt> and atro- 
cious .salar) which was promised them bj the 
murder of Napoleon. 

22. III. The Duchies of Parmaand Placen- 
tia \\crc gi^cn, in full piopcrtj, to Marla 
Louisn, for herself, hot son, and his descend- 
ants ; and, atlcr many refusals to put them in 
possession, they ha^c consummated the injus- 
tice bj an absolute simliation, under the illu- 
sory pretext of an exchange, ^^^thout valua- 
tion, proportion, consent, or sovcrcigntj ; and 
the documents cxi^sling at the Foreign olficc, 
which we have cau«cd to be produced to us, 
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prove that it is on the solicitations, and by the 
intrigues, of the' Prince of Benevento,^ that 
Maria Louisa and her son have been stripped. 

23. IV. There was to be given to the adopt- 
ed son of Napoleon, the Prince Eugene, who 
has rendered many services to France, where 
he was born, and won the affection of Italy, 
which adopted him, — a suitable establishment 
out of France ; and he has obtained nothing. 

24. V. The Emperor had stipulated (see 
9th article of the Treaty) in favour of the dis- 
tinguished soldiers of the army, the preserva- 
tion of their grants from the fund called Monte 
Napoleone; he had also reserved, on the extra- 
ordinary domains, and on other funds of the 
Civil list, means of recompensing his servants, 
of paying the soldiers who attached them- 

, selves to his destiny : all was swept away, and 
kept by the ministers of the Bourbons. An . 
army-agent, Mr. Bresson, went uselessly to 
Vienna to claim for them the most sacred of 
properties, — the price of their courage and of 
their blood. 

25. VI. The preservation of the properties, 
movable and immovable, of the family of the 
Emperor, is stipulated by the same Treaty, 
(vide 6th Art.) ; and it has been stripped of 
both species of property, viz. by force of arms 
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in France, and robbers commissioned to do so 
in Italy ; by the ^iolcncc of the militarj' chiefs, 
in both countries, as \\c]\ as sequestrations 
and seizures solemnly ordered 

20. VII. The Emperor Napoleon ns torc- 
ccive six millions, and his family 2,600,000 
francs a-jear, according to the distribution 
established by Art, C. of the Treaty. The 
French go^crnmcnt constantly refused to ful- 
fil this engagement, and Napoleon would ha^D 
soon seen himself obliged to disband his faith- 
ful guard, through want of means for its paj- 
incnt, if lie had not found, in the grateful rc- 
mcmbmnccs of the bankers and mcrclmnls of 
Genoa and Italy, (be honourable resource of a 
loan of twchc millions, which was oficred to 
iiim. 

27. VIII. Finally, it was not w itliout a mo- 
ti\c that they wished, by all moans, to remo>o 
from Napoleon these companions of his glory, 
models of dcNotion and constancy, undoubted 
guarantees ofhis safety nnd life. Tlic Isle of 
Elba was assured to him in full property, (3d 
Art. of thcTrcaty,) and (lie rcsolulion to strip 
him of it desired by the Bourbons, solicited by 
their ngonUs, w as adopted nt the Congress. 

28. If P^o^idcncc, in its justice, had not 
proNulcd otherwise, Europe would ln\c seoij 
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an attack made on the person and the li- 
berty of Napoleon, to be afterwards banished 
at the mercy of his enemies, far from his fa- 
mily, and separated from his servants, either 
-by being sent to St. Lucia, or by being sent 
to St. Helena, which they had assigned him 
as a prison. 

29. When the Allied Powers, yielding to the 
imprudent wishes and_cruel entreaties of the 
House of Bourbon, condescended to the viola- 
tion of the solemn contract, on the faith of 
which Napoleon had disengaged the French 
nation from its oaths ; when he himself, and 
all the members of his family, saw themselves 
menaced, attacked in their persons, properties^ 
aftections, and all their rights, stipulated in 
their favour as princes, in those even secured 
by the laws to the simple citizens, what could 
Napoleon do ?- 

30. Should he, after ha^^ng endured so 
many olfences, supported so many injustices, 
consent to the complete violation of the en- 
gagements entered into with him, on resign- 
ing himself, personally, to the lot which they 
prepared for him, and abandon his wife, som 
family, and faithful servants'? 

81. Such a. resolution seems above the 
strength of human will : yet Napoleon miglit 
have taken it, if the peace and happiness of 
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France ^^oul(l ha>cbecn tbc price ottlns^ new 
j^acrifice lie would ha\c de\oto(l him'^clf 
again for the French people , from \Nlioni. as 
he \\ishcs to declare to nil Europe, ho boasts 
of holding c^c^J thing; to whom he wiriics to 
refer c^c^y thing, to whom alone he wiriics 
to answ cr for his actions, and to dc^ otc his life 
82. It w as for France alone, and (o spire it 
the misfortunes of an intestine war, lint he 
abdicated the crown in 1814. Ho restored 
to the French people the rights which he held 
from them , he left them free to choose a new 
monarch, and to found thcii libertj and happi- 
ness on institutions calculated to protect both 
83 He hoped to sccuic to the countrj the 
prescrs'ation of all it had acquired bj iweutj- 
fwc 5 cars of combats and of glory, the o\cr- 
ci‘«c of its so^crcignt> in the choice of a dy- 
nasty, and the stipulation of the conditions on 
which it would be called to reign, 

31. He expected from the new go\cmmDnt, 
respect for the glory of the armies, (he riglds 
of the l)raxc, llic guarantee of all the new in- 
terests, of those interests bom and maintain- 
ed, for a quarter of a ccnlurx, resulting from 
all the laws, political and cixil, obscr^cd, and 
rc\cred, since that time, because lho> nrcqlcn* 
t8 
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tified with the manners, customs, and wants,, 
of the nation. 

35. Far from that, every idea of the sove- 
reignty of the people has been set aside. 

36. The principle on which has reposed al| 
the legislation, political and civil, since the 
Revolution, has been set aside equally. 

37. France has been treated, bv the Boiir- 
bons, as a revolted country re-conquered by the 
arms of its ancient masters, and enslaved anew^ 
to a feudal domination. 

38. Louis-Stanislaus-Xavier has disowned 
the treaty which, alone, had rendered the 
throne of France vacant, and the abdication 
which, alone, permitted him to mount it. 

39. He has pretended to have reigned nine- 
teen years; thus insulting both the govern- 
ments established since that time, and the 
people which have consecrated them by its 
suffrages, and the army which has defended 
them ; and even the sovereigns, who have re- 
cognized them in their numerous treaties. 

40. A charter, drawn up by the Senate, all 
imperfect as it was, has been put in oblivion. 

41 . They have imposed on France a law, 
pretended constitutional, as easy to elude as 
to revoke, and in the form of the simple royal 
ordinances, without consulting the nation; 
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M Idiout ilcaring c\cii, these corps become ille- 
gal, phantoms of national representation. 

42. As the Bourbons lla^c ordained without 
right, and promised without guarantee, so 
Imc they eluded treaties without good faill», 
and executed them without fidelity. 

43. The violation of a pretended clmrtcrlms 
not been restrained, except by tlic timidity of 
the gONcrnmcnt, and the extent of the abuses 
of authority has not been bounded but by its 
feebleness. 

44. The dislocation of the army, the dis- 
persion of its oflicers, the exile of many, the 
aba‘!cmcnt of the soldiers, the suppression of 
their grants, the pri^ation of their pensions, 
the reduction of the compensation awarded to 
the legionaries, the stripping them of theirbo- 
nou!N, the pre-eminence of the decorations of 
the feudal monarchy, tlic contemning of the 
citizens, dc'^ignalcd anew* under the title of 
the third clasSf the stripping, prepared and 
already commenced, of (lie purchasers of the 
national domain^, the actual diminution of tlic 
xnlncof thovc which persons were obliged (o 
sell, the return of feudality in its Ullcc, pri\i- 
Icgcs, and rights, tlic rc-ostabli«hmcnt of the 
ultra-montane principles, the abolition of the 
Galilean church, tlic nnnitiilation of (he Con- 



268 


MEMOIRS OF 


[appen- 


cordat, the re-establishment of the tithes, the 
intolerance reviving from an exclusive wor- 
ship, the domination of a handful of nobles 
over a people accustomed to equality : This is 
Vidiat the Bourbons have either done, or wish- 
ed to do, for France! 

45. It is under such circumstances that the 
Emperor Napoleon has quitted the Isle of 
Elba : such are the motives of the determina- 
tion which he has taken, and not the conside- 
ration of his personal interests, so . feeble, in 
his estimation, compared with those of the 
nation to which he has consecrated his -exis- 
tence. 

46. He has not brought war into ihe bosom 
of France ; he has, on the contrary, extinguish- 
ed that which the proprietors of the national 
domains, forming four-fifths of the proprietors 
in the nation, would have been forced to make 
against their- spoliators ; that war which the 
citizens, oppressed, debased, and humiliated, 
by the nobles, would have, been obliged to sus- 
tain against their persecutors. 

. 47. He has come to deliver France, and 
HE has been received AS ITS LIBERATOR I . 

48. He has arrived almost alone : he has 
travelled 220 leagues without obstacles 
or combats ; he has resumed the throne for- 
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salven by the Bourbons Mitliout resistance, in 
tlic midst of the capital, and attended by the 
ncclatnations of an immense majoritj of tlic 
citizens; and nil (his uliilc the dl^^cardcd fa- 
mily ha\c not been able to arm an indl^idnal, 
either in the armj', their household, in the Na- 
tional Guards, or amon^t the people, to en- 
force tlieir claims 

49 And now tliat he is replaced at the head 
of the nation, ^^hicll had already chosen him 
three times, ^^hicU designates liim a fourth 
time, bj the reception it has gi%cn him on his 
rapul march, and triumphal entry into the ca- 
pital; of that nation by >%hicb he wishes to 
reign : Wlmt docs Napoleon w ish? 

50. That which the French people wish: 
the indcpcndancc of France, internal peace, 
nmity with all nations, and the c\ccution of 
the treaty of Paris, concluded on the 30Ui of 
May, 1814. 

51. Wliat remains, then, to be changed in 
the state of Europe, and in the hopes of that 
repose which was promised to it? A\nmlaoicc 
is raised to demand those Miccours, which, ac- 
cording to the Declaration, w ere not to be given 
without being demanded? 

52. There isTioUiingcImngcd. If the Allied 
Powers return, as it is hoped they will, to just 
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and moderate sentiments ; if they recognize 
that the existence of France, in a respectable 
and independent state, as averse from con- 
quering as from being conquered, of domina- 
ting as from being enslaved, is necessary to 
the balance of the great kingdoms as to the 
guarantee of the small states. 

53. There is nothing changed. If, respect- 
ing the rights of a great nation, which wishes 
to respect the rights of all others ; a people 
proud and generous, that have been lowered, 
but were never degraded ; they suffer it to re- 
call a monarch, and give themselves a consti- 
tution and laws which suit their manners and 
interests, habits and wants. 

54. There is nothing changed. If the allies 
do not constrain France to return under the 
yoke of a dynasty which it can no longer wish 
for ; the feudal chains which it has broken, to 
submit itself to the signorial or ecclesiastical 
protestations from which it has freed itself ; if 
foreigners do not impose laws, or, meddling in 
its internal affairs, assign it a form of govern- 
ment, and give it masters, dictated by the will 
and interests, passions and prejudices, of its 
neighbours. " 

55. There is nothing changed. If, when. 
France is occupied in preparing the new so- 
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ciftl pact, which shall gimmntce the liberty of 
its citi/sens, the triumph of the generous itlcas 
whicli dominate in Btiropc, nnd uhich can no 
longer be stifled there, it is not forced to with- 
draw itself, to flgiit for independence, from the 
pacific thoughts and means of internal pros- 
perity, to which the people and their chief 
■v\isli to consecrate themselves in n happy 
unison, 

56. There is nothing changed: if, when 
the French nation demands no more than to 
remain in peace with nil Europe, nn unjust 
coalition docs not force it to defend, as It did 
in 1702, its will, rights, nnd indcpcndancc : 
■finally, the so>ercign ©fits own choice. 

(Signed) 

The Mimilcr ofSUtc Prcsidcot of tbe Section ofFlnanccs, 
Count DEFERMON. 

The Slinisler of Slate President of theScclion of the Interior, 
Count UEGN'AUU de St. JEAN D'ANGELV. 
Tlie President of the Section of Lcghlulion, 

Count EOULAY. 

TIjc President of the Scetion of Wnr, 

Count ANDKEOSSr. 

Cerlijifd hi/ (hr Minister 5'fcrf/ffi3r e/ Stttey 
The DukeofDASSANO. 
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No. VII. 

1 , 

Ordinance of the King, containing Measures 
of General Safety . ' 

Louis, by the grace of God, King of France 
and Navarre,’ to all those to whom these 
presents shall come ; greeting. 

The twelfth article of the constitutional 
charter specially charges us to make the re- 
gulations and ordinances necessary for the 
safety of the state; it would be essentially 
compromised, if we did not take prompt mea- 
sures to repress the enterprise which has just 
been formed on one of the points of our king- 
dom, and arrest the effect of the conspiracies, 
as well as crimes, tending to excite civil war, 
and to destroy the government. 

For these reasons, and on the report which 
lias been made to us by our trusty and well- 
beloved chevalier Chancellor of France, Le 
Sieur Dombray, commander of our orders, on 
the advice of our council, we have ordered, 
and we order, as follows : 

Art. 1. Napoleon Bonaparte is declared a 
traitor and rebel, for having introduced him* 
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self, arms in his hands, into the depart- 
ment of tlic Var, It is enjoined to all the go- 
>crnors, commanders of llio armed force, na- 
tional guards, ci%U authorities, and c\cn to the 
prh ate citizens, to fall upon him, arrc&t liim, 
and bring him immediately before n council of 
^^nr; \\liiclKancrha\ing ascertained his iden- 
tity, ^\il! demand tlic application of the pains 
pronounced hj thelau*. 

2. Tlic militarj men, and otherpnblic func- 
tionaries, of evorj ranlv,nlio may ha\c followt- 
cd the said Bonaparte in his invasion of the 
Frcncli territorj, will be punished >\ilh tc 
same pains, and considered as guillj of the 
same crime'!, unless that, on a delay of ciglit 
dajs from (lie publication of tliis ordinance, 
tlicj mal»c their submission to our go\eniors, 
commanders of military d^^ isions, geneml«, or 
cKil administration'!. 

3. All civil administrators, chiefs, and per- 
sons emploNcd in the said administratioir*, 
pijmo'^ten* and recehers of the public faxe", 
the private citizens even, who sUall^ lend, di- 
rectly orindircclK. nssHance to Bemparte, 
will be in liKe manner pursued and p mished, 
ns favourers and accomplices ofrclxl'ion and 
crime, tending to change tlic form of the go* 
vcnimcnl, and to ji’-ovoVe civil M'ax. 
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4. Those who, by discourses held in public 
.places or meetings, by bills posted up, or by 
.printed writings, shall have taken a share, or 
engaged the citizens to take any part iuthe re- 
volt, or abstain from repulsing it, will be pu- 
nished with the same pains, conformably to 
the 102d Article of the Penal Code. 

5. Our chancellor, ministers-secretaries of 
state, and our director-general of police, each 
in what concerns him, are charged with the 
execution of the present Ordinance, which 
will be inserted in the bulletin of laws, ad- 
dressed to all the governors of military divi- 
sions, generals, commandants, prefects -and 
sub-prefects, and mayors of our kingdom, 
.with an order to cause it to be printed and 
posted up, as well at Paris as elsewhere, and 
wherever it may be judged necessary. 

Given at the Castle of the Thuilleries, the 6th of 
March, 1815, and of our reign the hventielh. 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

% 

By the King, 

The Chancellor of France, (Signed) D’AMBRAY. 
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No. YIII. 

Mons. IX . Comte Grolciiv, 

The Ordinance of llie King, dated the Gth 
of March, and the declaration signed at Vien- 
na on the 13th, might nulhorisc me to treat 
the DuKc d’Angouleinc, ns that Ordinance 
and declaration ordered that I and my family 
should be treated. But, constant in the detcr- 
minalion which led me to direct that the mem- 
bers of the Bourbon family might qnitFmnco 
freely, my intention is, that >o\! shall gi\o or- 
ders that the Buhe d'Angouleme be conduct- 
ed to Cette, where he will be embarked; and 
that jou shall ha\c an ntlcnti\o eje to his 
safety, presen ing !um from rccching any ill- 
trcalmcnt. You will only take care to with- 
draw from him the funds which have been 
carried off from the public chests, nnd to de- 
mand tint he shall pledge himself for the re- 
storation of the diamonds of the crown, which 
aro the property of Uic nation. You will 
make known to him, nt the same time, the 
di‘5po«i(ions of the law s of the national a^^cm- 
bltc^, which ha\c been renewed, nnd which 
apply to the memlwrs of his family wlio may 
1 
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cnter the F rench territory. You will thank, in 
my name, the National Guards for the patriot- 
ism and zeal which (hey have displayed, and 
for the attachment they have sliown to me in 
these important circumstances. 

At the Palace of (lie Thuillcrics, April I5lli, 1S15. 

(Signed) NAPOLEON. 


No. IX. 

Address of the Cltanqjs de Mai. 

SlKE, 

Tho French people had decreed you the 
crown ; you liad deposed, it without their con- 
sent; their suffrages now impose on you the 
dtity of resuming it. A new compact is formed 
between the nation and your Ma-jesty. Assem- 
bled from all points of the empire around the 
tables of the low, on which we have just in- 
scribed the wish of the people, that wish the 
sole legitimate source of power, it is impossible 
for us not to make the voice of France re-echo, 
tiiat of which we are the rmmediate organs ; 
not to say, in the presence of Europe, to tiie 
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raigust chief of tho nation, ^^hat it expects 
from him, hat he slionld expect from it. Our 
^Vor^ls ^^iiI be as solemn as the circumstances 
■»\hich inspire them. 

What docs the league of allied kings mean 
by that display of \\’ar,v\Hh ^^hich it nffiights 
Europe, and atllicts humanity 7 

By what act oi xiofation have we proxoked 
their xcngcancc, or gixen a mothc for thed' 
aggrcssion'l 

llaxo wo, since the peace, cndcaxoitrcd to 
gi\c them laws? Our only wish is, to maKc 
those be followed which arc adapted to our 
manners. 

We do not w ish for the chief w horn our ene- 
mies would impose on us; and wc'xvanthim 
whom they reject. 

They dare to proscribe you personally ; you, 
sire, x^ho, so many times master of their capi- 
tals, haxc generously confirmed them on their 
shattcicd thrones! This hate of our enemies 
adds to our loxc for you. Were the least 
known of our citizens proscribed, xxc should 
defend him ^^ith the same energy : he would 
be, like y ou, under the mgis of the law’ and the 
pow cr of France, defended from the attacks of 
foreigners. 

They menace us with an inxasion ! And. in 

HOOK 1\. U 
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fli<‘ I'n nrlt (i-rrit.ry. Vott u Hl tlmnlc. in 
inv nruuf’, tin- Xntinn.il t »t!nrk!’> f-’r lli*' p:itno{- 
i’^tn mill '/i nl ‘.vhii'li Cli’-y linvr di'-pluvi'fl, nnd 
!ur Ui»‘ nf dn-v ^'ir'wn to nif: in 

(In'si- iin|H>rLin{ rirmnn'-fani o*'. 


At IVJ.’C,' «||;' fL.- 


Aj f:l t>;h, rM5. 
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Xo. IX, 

Addfi <s nj ih- ('itump'^ dv Mat. 

•Sir.t:, 

'i'liu I'l'cnrii pi-tiplt' liutl yuit she 

crown ; yon iiud dcpo'-ctl U withonf th.-ir con- 
.M'lit ; their MiiVnnccs nnw imp "-c t)n you the 
duly urrcstnninLT it. A in-w etunpuef iorinctl 
lu't ween the nation nnt! your Majc'-ty. A.s>etn- 
bled rnnn nil point.-- of ilu* enioire nnnjnd tlie 
of the !;n\A on which W(' luivc ju^t in- 
.scril)e(l the wish of t)je people, that wish tlic 
sole leptimate source of power, it is impossible 
for ns n<i( to make the voice of i 'ranee re-echo, 
that of wliich wt? arc tin* rnnnetlinte org-ans ; 
not. lo .-^ny, in (he presence of Kuropc, to tiic 
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raigiist chief of tho nation, what it expects 
from him, what he should expect from it. Our 
Words w’ill be as solemn as the circumstances 
which inspire them. 

Wliat does the league of allied kings mean 
by that display of war, with which it affiights 
Europe, and atflicts immanit) 'I 

By what act or ^io!at^on ha^c we pro\okcd 
their \cngcance, or gi\cn a moti\c for thed’ 
aggression'? 

Ifa\c we, since the peace, cndca\oitrcd to 
give them laws'* Our Only wish is, to make 
those be followed which are adapted to our 
manners. ^ 

We do not w ish for the chief w horn our ene- 
mies would impose on us ; and we want him 
whom they reject. 

Thej dare to proscribe you personally ; you, 
sire, who, so many limes master of their capi- 
tals, liaAO generously confirmed them on their 
shattered thrones! Tins hate of our enemies 
adds to our lo>c for you. Were the least 
known of OUT c’Wuens proscribed, we sbovAd 
defend him w ilh the same energy : he ould 
ho, like y ou, under the regis of the law and tho 
pow cr of France, defended from the attacks of 
foreigners 

They menace us with an in\i\sion ! And, in 

nooK IX. u 
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(lip incunlimo, r.onniupl us within frontiers 
wliieh Kainre has not iinposcfl ; wliicli a lone; 
time since, aTirl even before your reign, victory 
and fieacehad extended; we have not passed 
that narrow circuit, llirouirli respect for the 
treaties whicli you have not signed, and which 
you hav(‘ othacfl to respect. 

Do they not fear to recall to us other times, 
ami a slate of things lately so different, one 
which might again l)e rc-produced? Do they 
Old v demand guarantees I Thev arc to be found 
in all our institutions, in the will of thcFrcnch 
people, henceforth united to your wishes. 

It would not be for the first time that we 
iind conquercfl ail Europe, armed againstus. 

'idiosc sacred, imprescriptible rights, which 
the smallest population has never claimed in 
vain at the tribunal of justice and of lustory, 
it. is to the French nation that men dare to dis- 
jnile them in the nineteenth century, and in 
the face of the civili.scd world ! 

Because h'rance wishes to be France, must 
it be degraded ; or, at least, rent, dismember- 
ed 1 Do they reserve for us the lot of Poland*? 

Vainly do they wish to conceal fatal de- 
signs, in the single view of separating you 
from us, to give us masters with whom we 
have no longer anything in common, whom 
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wc understand not, and who can no longer un- 
derstand us ; who do not seem to belong to the 
age, nor to the nation, which 1ms not received 
them for a moment into its bosom, but to sec 
its most generous citizens proscribed and de- 
graded by them ! 

Their presence has destroyed all the illu- 
sions which were still attached to their name. 

They could no longer believe in our oaths, 
we could no longer believe in their promises. 
The tithes, feudal privileges, all that is odious 
to ns, was too evidently the end and substance 
of their thoughts, when one of them, to console 
the impatience of the moment, assured his con- 
fidential friends, that he answered to them for 
the future. 

What each of us had rcganlcd, during 
twenty-five years, as a title of glory, as scrs’iccs 
worthy of recompense, has been willi them a 
title of proscription, a seal of reprobation. 

Thousands of functionaries, magistrates, 
AN ho had for five-and-lwcnty jears fo^lo^vcd 
the same maxims, and amongst nn horn NNchaNc 
just chosen our representatives ; five hundred 
tliousand warriors, our force and our glorj' ; 
six millions of proprietors, invested by the Re- 
volution ; a still greater number of enlighten- 
ed citizens, ^vUo make a profession of these 
u2 
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menis, wliich liiivo l)econiopoli(ical dogmas for 

us. All (lioso worthy i’^renchnien wcrcisol, (he 

l''rcnchnH‘n of ihi? Ihmrhons; thov wished to 

' « 

rclerii r<M’ u handful of privileged persons, pn- 
jH>he<l or parrloned during: the last twenty 
years. 

ft. 

Oj)ini»))i, that snored properly of man, they 
pursued, p{?r.scented, even to the ^ ery sanctuary 
of literature and of the arts. 

Sire : a (lu nne founded hy foreign arms, and 
environed hy ineurahlc errors, lias given way 
in an instant before von : because von bronglit 
])aeb from retirement, which is fertile in great 
thouglits to great men only, all the traecs of 
our glory, and all the hopes of our prospci’ity. 

IIow much has not your trinmplial march 
from Cannes to Paris opened the eyes of all 
men? In the history of all populations, and of 
all ages, is (here a scene more national, more 
heroic, more capable of inspiring respect'? 
Tliis triumph, wliicli has cost no blood, is it 
not sufficient to undeceive our enemies'? . . .. 
Do they wish for olliers more bloody? Well, 
sire, expect fi’oni us all l.liat a lioro, the foun- 
der of our institutions, has a right to expect 
from a faithful, energetic, generous nation, im-. 
shakcabic in its principles, invariable in the - 
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object of its efforts, — external independence 
and internal liberty. 

The three branches of the Icgislalufe are 
about to act; one only sentiment will animate 
them. Confiding in Ihcpromiscs of j^oiir Ma- 
jesty, we give up to you, to our representa- 
tives, and to the Chamber of Peers, the care of 
revising, consolidating, of perfecting in con- 
cert, ithout precipitation or concussion, ith 
maturity and wisdom, our constitutional sys- 
tem, and the institutions by which it should be 
guaranteed. 

If we arc, in the meantime, forced to com- 
bat, let a single cry resound in every heart; 
‘*Lct us march to the enemy, which wishes to 
treat us as the meanest of nations ! Let us 
throng round the throne, on which is seated 
the father, the chief of the people and of the 
army.” 

Sire: nothing is impossible, nothing will be 
spared to secure honour and independence, — 
properties more dear than life. E'Ncrjthing 
will be attempted, cvc^^^ tiling will be exe- 
cuted, to repel an ignoinimous johe; we 
declare it to tlic nations: May their ebiens 
hear us! If they accept ^owv offers of peace, 
the Ficiich people w ill aw ait, from j our strong, 
Jiberal, and paternal iuhmmslration,moti\c‘5 to 
o3 
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console them for the sacri fines wliich peace 
has cost them. But, if they leave us only the 
choice between war and shame, the whole na- 
tion rises for war : it is rcadv to (lisonfrajre vou 
from the offers, too moderate, perhaps, which 
you have made, to spare Buropc a new con- 
vulsion. I'iVory Frenchman is a soldier: vic- 
tory will follow your arms, anrl our enemies, 
who calculated on our divisions, will very soon 
ivixfol that they have provoked us. 


No. X. 

Discourse r>^'onounced by his Majesty at the 
Chainps de Mai. 

Gentlemen, Electors of the Colleges of 
Departments and of Districts ; 
Gentlemen, Deputies of the Army and 
Navy, at the Champs de Mai : 
Emperor, consul, soldier, I hold every thing 
from the people. In prosperity, in adversity, 
in the field of battle, at the council, on the 
tlironc, in exile, France has been the sole and 
constant object of my thoughts and of my 
actions, 
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Like the Athenian Ling, I sacrificed my- 
self for my people, in the hope of seeing the 
promise given to prcscr\'e to France its na- 
tural extent, its honours, and its rights, 
realized. 

Indignation at seeing these sacred rights, 
acquired by tuenty years of \ictories, dis- 
owned and lost for c\cr; the cry of French 
lionour branded : the wishes of the nationj 
ha^e brought me back on that throne u Inch is 
dear to me, because it is the palladium of the 
independence, honour, and of the rights, of 
the people. 

Frenchmen I in crossing, amidst tlie public 
gladness, the diflferent provinces of the em- 
pire, to reach my capital, I had n right to 
reckon on a long peace: Nations arc bound by 
the treaties made by their governments, what- 
ever they may be. 

My mind llicrcforc directed itself entirely 
towards the means of founding our liberty by a 
constitution conformable to llie v\ ill and to the 
interest of the people: 1 convolved the Field 
of May. 

I soon a'^certained that the princes v\ho have 
disowned all principles, trifled with the opi- 
nion, and trampled on the dearest interests, of 
so many nations, wished (omakc war against 
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MS. They meditate an increase of the king- 
dom of the Low Countries, by giving it all 
our strong places of the north for a frontier ; 
and, to conciliate the dincrcnccs wliich still 
divide them, in partitioning Loraine and Al- 
sace between each other. 

It lias been necessary to prepare for war, 
However, before personally running the ha- 
zards of combats, my first solicitude was to 
constitute without delay the nation. The 
people has accepted the Act which I have pre- 
sented to tliem. 

■ Frenchmen! when we shall have repulsed 
these aggressions, and when Europe shall be 
convinced of what is due to the rights and tq 
the independence of twenty-eight millions of 
men, a solemn la^', made in the forms oir 
dained by the Constitutional Act, u'ill asscin-r 
ble the different clauses and component parts, 
at present dispersed, of our institutions. 

Frenchmen ! you arc about to return to 
your departments. Tell the citizens that the 
circu instances arc grand 1 that, with union, 
energy, and perseverance, we shall issue vic- 
torious out of this struggle of a great people 
against its oppressors ; that the generations 
to come will severely scrutinize our conduct j 
that a nation has lost every thing when it has 
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lost independence. Tell them, that the fo- 
reign kings, whom I have elevated to the 
throne, or who o\v^ the prcsei^'ntion of ihcir 
crowns to me ; wlio, in the time of my pros- 
perity, courted my nhiance and the protection 
of the French people, now direct all their 
blows against my person. If I did not see 
that it is tlic country whicli they aim at, I 
would place that existence nt their mercy 
against whicli they exhibit such rancour. But 
tell to tile citizens also, that, whilst the 
French shall preserve for me the sentiments of 
love, of which they now give mo so many proofs, 
this rage of our enemies will be powerless. 

. Frenchmen I my will is that of the people ; 
my riglits arc also their rights! My honour, 
njy glory, my happiness, cannot be any other 
than the honour, the glory, and the happiness, 
pf France! 
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i\o. XL 

Discour.'fe prononncrul hy Inn ]\IajeHly at the 
Jnqurial Session of the Slh June. 

Gentliimkn of ihc Ifousc of Peers ; 

And Gkntlkmhn of the House of Kc- 
prescnlalives : 

It is now llirec months since circumstances, 
and the confidence of the people, have in- 
vested me with an unlimited power. To-day 
is accoinpli.dicd tlic most pressing desire of 
my heart ; I come to commence the constitu- 
tional monarchy. 

Men arc powerless witli regard to futurity; 
iusUtiiiions alone fix the destinies of nations. 
Monarchy is necessary in France, to guarantee 
the liberty, the independence, and the rights, 
of the people. 

Our constitutions are scattered : one of our 
most important occupations will be to unite' 
them in a single frame, and to co-ordinate 
them in a single thought. This work will 
recommend the actual epoch to future gene- 
rations. 

I am ambitious of seeing France enjoy all 
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Uie liberty possible: I say possible, because 
anarchy always brings a nation bach to an 
ab^iolulc go\ orient. 

A formidable coalition of kings aims at our 
independence; its armies are arrhing on onr 
frontiers. 

The frigate il/e/pon»cne has been attached 
and taken, in thel^Icditerrancan, after a sc%erc 
contest against an English ship of the line. 
Blood has been slied during peace. 

• Our enemies calculate on onr intestine di- 
vision?.*"^ They cxcilc and foment civil nar. 
Assemblages ba\c taken place; communica- 
tions arc bold xvilb Ghent, ns in 1702 with 
Coblcntz. Logislatixc measures are indis- 
pensable. It is to >our patriotism, to jour 
clearness of mind, and to your aUacbmenl to 
my person , that I confide n ithout reser\ e. 

Tiic liberty of the press is inherent in the 
actual constitution ; noUiing can be changed, 
^\ilboul altering onr political system : but ro- 
prcssi\e laws are ncccssar^y ; aboNc all, in the 
present slate ofthe nation. I recommend Uiis 
important object to jour meditations. 

My ministers will succcsshely make known 
to jou the state of nffnirs 

The finances w’ould bo in a satisfactory 
«lulc, liad it not been for the increase of cv- 



28S- MK'MOIRS OF [aFPFI?-^ 

ponses whidi llic existing circumstances have 
rcrjnircd. 

Ilou-cvcrj we might face every thing, if the 
receipts cornprchoiidcd in the budget were all 
capable of being realized wilhin the year; and 
it is on the means of obtaining this result, that 
my minister of finances will fix your attention. 

It is possible that the first duty of the prince 
may call me very soon to head the children 
of the country. The army and I will do our 
duty. 

Peers and Representatives 1 it is for you to- 
give the nation the example of confidence, 
energy, and patriotism ; and, like the senate 
of the great people of anticpiity, be decided to 
die rather than survive the dishonour and thp 
degradation of France. The sacred cause pC 
Uic country -will triumpli ! 
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jiihh'ess of the Chamber of PecrSf on ihe llth 
Jtmc; ami his MajeshJs Answer. 

Sire, 

Your eagerness to submit to llie con&litu- 
tloiml forms, and the absolute power wliicla 
the circumstances, and the confidence of 
tlio people, had imposed on you ; the now 
guarantees given to the rights of the nation^ 
lIic devotedness which conducts you into the 
middle of the dangers which the army is about 
to brave ; penetrate all liearls with a profound 
recognition of jour paternal solicitude. 

Tlie peers of France come to offer to your 
Majesty the homage of that sentimenL 

You have manifested, sire, principles which 
arc* those of the nation: they should be ours. 
Yes, all power comes from the people,, and is 
iiislitutcd for the people : the consliluVionnl 
monarchy is ncccssniy to the French people, 
as the guarantee of its liberty and Its inde- 
pendence. 

Sire : whilst you arc on the frontier, at the 
head of the children of Uie country, the House 
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of Peers ^vill concur with zeal in all the legis- 
lative measures which the circumstances may 
require, to force the foreigner to recognize the 
national iiulepciulencc, and to malcc the prin- 
ciples consecrated by the will of the people 
triumph in the interior. 

The interest of France is iirseparablc from 
your.s: if fortune should deceive your efforts, 
rcvcr.scs, sire, sliall not enfeeble our perse- 
verance ; they u'oitld rather tend to redouble 
our attachment to you. 

If the succe.sses answer to the justice of our 
cau.se, and to the hopc.s which we are accus- 
tomed to conceive from your genius and from 
the bravery of our armies, France wishes no 
other fruit from them than peace. Oiir in- 
stitutions guarantee to Europe, that the French 
government can never be drawn away by the 
.scductioiKs of victory. 

TIis Blajesly's Answer. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen, Depu- 
ties of the House of Peers; 

The struggle in which we are engaged, is 
serious. The sweeping away of the rights of 
posterity, is not the danger which menaces us 
now. It is under the Caudinc forks that fo- 
reigners wish to make us pass. 
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The justice of our cause, the public spirit of 
llic nation, and the courage of the army, arc 
powerful motives to hope for success : but, if 
wc should sustain reverses, it is then, above 
all, that I would love to sec displayed all the 
energy of this great people ; it is then that I 
would find, in the Chamber of Peers, proofs 
of attachment to the country and to myself. 

It is in difficult times that great nations, 
like great men, unfold all the energy of their 
character, and become an object of admira- 
tion to posterity. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen, Deputies of 
the Chamber of Peers, I thank you for llic 
sentiments which you express to me, in the 
name of the Chamber. 


No. xm. 

Address of the Representafivesj and Ansxccr 
of his Majesty. 

SlUE, 

The Chamber of Representatives has receiv- 
ed willi profound emotion, tlie words ema- 
nating from the throne, in the solemn session. 
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in which your I\Injcsly, deposing the extraor- 
dinary powers you exercised, has proclaimed 
the coinincnccnicnt of the conslilulional mo- 
narchy. 

The principal basis of that monarchy, pro- 
Icclrcss of liberty, equality, and of the happi- 
iicss of the people, have been recognized b^' 
your Majesty, who voluntarily meeting all 
the scl'uples as well as all the wishes of 
your subjects, have declared that the care of 
oollecling our scattered constitutions, and of 
combining their arrangcmcnlsj was one of tlie 
hiost important occupations reserved for the 
Legislature. 

Faithful to its mission, the Chambers of 
ilepresentatives will fulfil the taslr which has 
devolved on it, in this noble employment. It 
demands that, to satisfy the public will, as 
w'cll as the wish of your Majesty, the national 
deliberation shall rectify, as soon as possible, 
v/hat the urgency of our situation may have 
produced defective, or left imperfect, in the 
general spirit of our constitutions. 

But, at the same time, sire, the Chamber of 
Representatives will not show itself less eager 
to proclaim its sentiments and its principles 
on the terrible struggle which threatens td 
cover Europe with blood. 
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After a train ofdisastrows events, the claims 
of inxadcd France were not fora moment list- 
ened to on the formation of n constitution, ex- 
cept to see itself almost immediately subjected 
to a royal charter, emanating from absolute 
power*, to an ordinance of reformation, always 
revocable by its nature, and which, from not 
Imving the expressed assent of the people, 
could never be considered as obligatory on the 
nation. Resuming to-day llie exercise of 
all its rights, rallying round the hero whom 
its confidence invests anew with the govern- 
ment of the state, France is astonished and 
afflicted to see sovereigns in arms interfer- 
ing with an internal change which is the 
result of llic national ;^vil), and which docs 
not attach cither the relations existing wdth 
other governments, or militnle against tlieir 
security. 

France cannot admit any of the distinctions, 
by the aid of which the coalesced Powers seek 
to veil their aggression. To attack the mo- 
narch of its choice, is to attack the independ- 
ence of the nation. It is armed throughout 
to defend tliat independence, and to repel, 
without exception, every family and prince 
whom foreigners shall dare to impose on it. * 

V No amhilious project enters into the minds 



ME.MOIUS OF 


2d4 


[appen*- 


of iiic French pco))lc; even llic will of tlie 
prince, if victorious, would be unable to 
draw the nation out of ihe limits of its own 
defence ; but it is ready to make every sacri- 
fice for the guarantee of its territory and the 
maintenance of its liberty, honour, and dig- 
nity. 

Why is it not permiUed, sire, still to hope 
tliat Htis ilhplny of war, formed perhaps by 
the irritations of jiride, and ])y illusions which 
every succeeding day ought todi.spel, will give 
way before the want of a peace so necessary 
for all Europe, and which would restore a 
companion to your iMajc.sty, to the French 
people an heir for the throne ! But blood has 
already flowed ; and the .signal for the contest, 
prepared against the indopcndence and the li- 
berty of France, has been given in the name of 
a people, which carries the enthusiasm of in- 
dependence and liberty to tlic highest degree ! 

In the number of comrannications which we 
expect from your Majesty, the Chambers will 
no doubt find proofs of the efforts you have 
made to maintain the peace of the world. 
If all these efforts should be ineffectual, let 
tlie misfortunes of the war fall on those who 
had provoked them. 

The Cliamber of Representatives only wait 
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for the documents which 5*011 Imvc named, 
to concur with all its means in the measures 
which the successful termination of a war so 
legitimate will require. In order to express 
its wishes, the Chamber is anxious to know 
the wants and resources of the state; and 
whilst your Majesty, opposing to the most un- 
just aggression the valour of the national 
armies and the force of your genius, will seek 
nothing in victory but a means of obtaining a 
durable peace, the Chamber of Representa- 
tives will believe itself to be marching towards 
the same end, by labouring .without remission 
at the improvement of that compact, the per- 
fecting of wliich will cement still more closely 
the union of the people and the throne, and, 
by the amelioration- of our laws, strengthen, 
in the eyes of Europe, the guarantee of our 
engagements. 

Ills i\Iajes(y replied asfolloics: 

> Mr. President, 

And Gentlemen Deputies of the 
CiiAMRER or Representatives ; 

I again find with satisfaction my own sen- 
timents in those which you express to me. In 
these momentous circumstances, my mind is 
absorbed by the approaching war, to tlie siic- 
x2 
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ccKS of which arc allached tlie independence 
and the honour of France. I will sel out to- 
night, and proceed to join iny armies ; the 
liiovcmcnls of the diflercnl corps of our ene- 
mies render rny presence indispensable. It 
will alTord me great pleasure to see that a 
commission of each Cliamber is occupied on 
our laws during my absence. 

The constitution is our rallying point : it 
should be our polar star in thcs2 stormy times. 
Every public discussion tending directly or 
indirectly to diminish the confidence which 
should be placed in its arrangements, would 
be a misfortune for the state ; we should 
then find ourselves in the midst of rocks, 
without compass or pilot. The crisis in Avhich 
we are engaged is perilous. Let us not imi- 
tate the example of the Lower Empire, which, 
pressed on every side by the Barbarians,, ren- 
dered itself the scoff of posterity, by entering 
into abstract discussions, while the battering- 
ram was raised against tlie gates of the 
city. 

Independent of the legislative measures- 
which the circumstances of the interior re- . 
quire, you will perhaps judge it useful to- 
occupy yourselves with the organic laws- 
destined to give effect to the constitution. 
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TheBc may without any inconvenience be tiie 
object of your public labours. 

Mr. President, and Gentlemen Deputies of 
the Chamber of Representatives ; The senti- 
ments expressed in your address, sufficiently 
demonstrate to me the attachment of the 
Chamber to my person, and the patriotism 
with which it is animated. In all the con- 
Kjcrns of the state, my conduct will be upright 
and firm. Assist me to save the country. 
First Representative of the people, I have 
contracted tlic obligation, which I now renew, 
to employ, in more tranquil limes, nil the prero- 
gatives of the crown, and the little experience 
wliich I have acquired, to second your cf- 
‘Xorls io ameliorate our inslilutions. 
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Ko. I. 

r^xpa^itinv (>f (ho JCvonfs vihio.h (ooh place in the 
South of FranoCy from the 2Uh Jlfarch 
Ib'1.5, to (he Mth April of (he same year. 

Orders bad Ijeen given, in all the depart- 
ments of the South, for the formation of the 
National Guards and corps of volunteers: 
many persons employed by the government 
used tlicir influence to prevent or retard the 
formation of these diflerent corps. • 

The persons of every class and age rvlio 
were employed in public situations, could riot 
be deprived of their functions immediately ; it 
became necessary to be satisfied with the 
goodwill of those whom, when employed for 
the service of the l^ng, no circumstances could 
aflect. All of these assured Mouseigueur the 
Dulvcd’Angouleme of their entire devotedness 
to his person. 

Lieut-Generals Ambert at Montpellier, 
Daricaud at Peipignan, Rey in the Upper 
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Loire, Saint Paul in the Lozerc, Cassagne in 
tlioj Upper Garonne, General Lafillc in liie 
ArdecUe, Ajmard at Montpellier, Gardannc 
in the Var, were those who most frequently 
renewed their protestations. The Lieutenant- 
generals Amhert and Cassagne had been 
more particularly honoured with the favours of 
11. R. Highness. 

The Sieur Desorches, prefect of the Drome, 
obeyed the orders of Bonnparlc, informed the 
Duke d’Angoleme of every thing, and certified 
that he preserved his place for no other pur- 
pose than to bo enabled the better to servo 
the King. 

The Colonel-General’s regiment of infantry 
was the only one which could bo depended 
on. -It received an order to march to Nismos. 
the 14th regiment of mounted chasseurs, of 
which some hopes were entertained, went 
there also. 

The points of assembly for the National 
Guards were fixed at Sisteron, Saint-esprit, 
and Clermont. 

The King had named IhoDuke d'Angoulcrae 
Lieut.-Gcneral of the Kingdom in the South ; 
the Duke dc Bourbon was named Governor 
of the provinces of the West. 11. R. High- 
ness was not informed of this until the 21th. 
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Tlie Lyonnais and Dauphiny had put up the 
tri-coloured cockade : all comraimication with 
the north was interrupted. 

A provisional government was established 
at Toulouse. 

Lieut. “General Ernouf was named com- 
mandant of the first corps of the army of the 
South. H. R. Highness was to command the 
second, in person, -and Lieiit.-General Count 
Corapans was to set out to take the command 
in chief of the 3d corps at Clermont. 

The first corps was to leave Sisteron, to 
march on Gap and Grenoble ; the 2d to march 
from Saint-esprit on Montelimart and Va- 
lence : both were to pass the Drome^ and 
move rapidly on Lyons. 

Lieut.-General Count Corapans was to 
maintain Auvergne, to facilitate the movement 
on Lyons, and preserve the communication 
wdth the Duke de Bourbon. 

The intermediate corps, under the order of 
Lieut.-General Rey, composed of National 
Guards of the Ardeche and Upper Loire, was 
to march on the right of the Rhone, between 
the second and the third corps. 

. The Generals Loverdo and Gardanne wera 
under the orders of Lieut.“General ErnouC 
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• Ijicul.-Gcncrals Merle nnd Moniiicr formed 
part of the 2d corps. Llcut.-Gcncral Soligimc 
and Brigadier-general Dariul were to net 
under the orders of Licut.-Gcncrtil Compans, 

Madame was at Bmirdcaux. 

The Marslial Prince d’Essling niado sure of 
tlie eighth military division. 

Ammunition of every species was to be 
fumi^hed to the right corps by Toulon nnd 
Marseilles, and to the centre nnd the tld corps 
by IMontpcllicr : magazines of reserve were 
established at Saint Fleur nnd Saint-esprit. 

The Generals commanding the military 
divisions, nnd those commanding the depart- 
ments, were charged with the prompt forma- 
tion and dispatching of the National Guards 
to reinforce the army. 

On thc2‘1lh, the Duke d’Angoulemc receiv- 
ed the news of the occupation of Paris by 
Bonaparte: his Highness made it known him- 
self to General Compans, who swore fidelity, 
except in the event of the Duke's cmlwrka- 
tion : the Duke d'Angouleme heard no more of 
General Compans. 

'I'hc corps of the army conimande<l by 
Dicut.-Gcijcral Ernouf was corn//>'cd of the 
/58lli and fcikl of the line, of the National 
Guards of M.arf-ullcs, arnouriling to llircc 
thousand men, and of mx yitos* of cannon. 
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The second corps was composed of the Na- 
tional Guards of the department of the Gardy 
Heraiilt, and Vaiicluse, amounting' to two 
thousand men of the. lOth of the line, nine 
hundred strong, of the 1st or royal foreign 
regiment, consisting of 350 men, of 70 mount- 
ed National Guards, of the 14th mounted 
chasseurs, consisting of 300 men, ■wdth 12 guns, 
of which two were served by National Guards. 

Tlie 10th of the line, the 14th chasseurs, 
and the staff, could not arrive at Saint-esprit 
until the 3 1st. Ilis Royal Highness went 
there on the 28th. 

Orders were dispatched ' to Lieut. -general 
Ernouf to move forward. 

General Chabert, with three or four hundred 
men, was the only force that could oppose his 
inarch. 

On the 29th, the advanced-guard of the 
second corps, commanded by the . Viscount 
d’Escars, occupied Montelimert. The corps 
commanded by Lieut.-general Monnier post- 
ed itself at Doiizere. 

On the 30th, General Debelle arrived from 
Valence, and attacked the advanced-guard of 
the second corps. It was repulsed ; but, of fifty 
men of the 14th, who were on the advancedr 
guard, forty-nine went over to the enemy, with 
their officers. 
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It became necessary to leave tlic Mtli chas- 
seurs behind. 

On the Slst, it was communicated that the 
Generals Rcy in the Upper Loire, Saint Paul 
in the Lozere, and LntitCe in the Ardeche, 
aflcr having disbanded the National Guards 
of these departments, had hoisted the tri-co- 
loured cockade. The first had also dismissed 
the battalions of National Guards which 
marched on Clermont. 

It became indispensable to secure Saint- 
esprit. A battalion of the royal foreign 
regiment, two battalions of the Guard, and 
six guns, were given to Licut.-gcncral Merle ; 
and endeavours were made to prepare tbo ci- 
tadel, in ease of a sudden attack. 

It was essential to cause the right bank of 
the Rhone to be observed. Colonel Magnicr, 
with one of the battalions Icll at the disposal 
of Licut.-gcncral Merle, ^vas charged to fol- 
low the march of tfic corps commanded by his 
Ro5*al Highness on the left of the river. ' 

On the 1st April, the head-quarters of his 
Royal Highness and all the disposable troops 
were removed toMontclimcrt. 

News was received that, in consequence of 
the orders wlucli had been given, Lieutcnnnt- 
gcncml Emouf was at Gap ; and that Gene- 
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ra.ls Gardaiinc and Loverdo, commanding his 
advanced-guard, had taken possession of the 
smporlant defiles of Traver-de-Corps and La 
Mure. 

On the 2d, the corps commanded by his 
Royal Highness marclied on Valence. 

A battalion, under the orders of Colonel 
d’Hautpoul, secured the right, by marching 
on Crest. 

The enemy was attacked in front at Horiol, 
and turned by the heig’iits between that vil- 
lage and the road of Crest. 

Being pursued, the enemy retired beyond the 
Drome ; and, occupying the bridge, he took a 
position on the heights which border the right 
bank of that- small river. 

Here another action took place ; but, whilst 
a battalion of the National Guards crossed the ' 
Drome by fording below the bridge, a com- 
pany of voltigeiirs of the 10th and some Na- 
tional Guards, supported by two companies of 
grenadiers, precipitated themselves on the 
bridge, which they carried, as well as a gim 
destined to defend it. 

The village and the height of Lucron did 
not hold outlong. A second gun was taken by 
twenty-five chasseurs of the 14th, who served 
as an escort to his Royal Highness. Colonel 
Noel, commanding the enemy’s corps, the 
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commandant Cliataigncr, almost all the ofli- 
ccr«, and three hundred men, ^^e^e made pii- 
soners. The remainder of the enemas corps 
dispersed. 

Bonaparte’s journalists ha\c said that the 
company ofioltigcurs of the 10th precipitated 
thcinschcs on the bridge, erjing “Li\c the 
Emperor I” that the passage ha\ing been 
thus opened to them, tlicy look possession of 
the biidgc ^^ithollt striking a blow. It Mas 
quite the rc\ erse : the troops posted on the right 
of the Drome cried Vive h Rox; thcvolti- 
gcurs, having advanced, Mere surrounded; 
M lien ON cry efibrt m as made to make tlicm cry 
Fite tCmpci cur ! They attacked them ; and 
many mcto Mounded, Two compamea of 
grenadiers, destined for their support, rescued 
them. All the prisoners cried “ Live the 
King.” 

The forces of the enemy Mere, during the 
action, from ImcIvc to fifteen hundred men; 
the position M Inch he occupied Mas asdifiiciiU 
to attack as it mos easy to defend. 

At Crest, the commandant d’llautpoul 
had in like manner met the enemy. The 
bridge Mas abandoned in the night. 

The corps commanded hj his Rojal IHgli- 
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ness halted at the village of La Paillasse, a 
league from Valence- 

On the 3d, his Royal Highness entered 
Valence: the bridge De Romans, and all the 
left of the Isere, were occupied, in spite of the 
efforts of the troops which were there. 

The 14th regiment of chasseurs was ordered 
to rejoin the army. 

On -the 4th, Colonel Magnier occupied 
Saint-Peray, on the right of the Rhone. 

News was received that General Gardanne, 
who commanded the advanced-guard of the 
first corps, had gone over to the enemy, with 
the 58th of the line, which was under his or- 
ders ; that, in consequence. General Loverdo 
fell back on General Ernouf, who returned to 
Sisteron. 

All offensive movement now became impos- 
sible. It would have been difficult to main- 
tain a position at Valence, if it had been 
known that General Ernouf, sure of the 83d 
and his National Guards, had resumed the 
offensive. 

Gn the 5th, news was received that Lieut.- 
general Ambert had caused the government 
of Bonaparte to be recognized at Montpellier 
and in all his division. It was in vain that 
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Licut.-goncml Bridie nnd the Brigadicr-ge- 
ncrnl Pclissicr ^visllc(l to oppose it at Nismes : 
overpowered by the troops, they were ar- 
rested. 

General Grouchy had quitted Lyons with 
2,500 men, troops of the line, and advanced 
by forced marcbes oh Valence : otlicr troops 
came to sustain him. 

General Emouf could not pass Grenoble ; 
and the nature of the country did not permit 
of opening a direct communication with liim. 

• On the 2Gth, in the morning, a letter from 
General Merle made hnown to his Royal 
Highness that troops of the enemy came from 
Montpellier to lake possession of Saint-esprit, 
which General Merle was not prepared to 
defend. 

A vigorous demonstration was made in vain 
by the enemy to pass the Iscrc. 

Means of corruption, long prepared, were 
employed at Valence to seduce nnd alarm the 
royal troops : there were also many desertions 
there. 

The retreat was ordered on the 7th. His 
Roj-al Highness transferred his head-quarters 
to Montelimort. Colonel Mngnicr, who was 
on the right, acted in consequence. 

On the same day, the colonel of the 14lh 
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chasseurs reported that he ' ivas no longer ca- 
pable of managing his regiment ; and it became 
necessary to send it back to Liwon. . 

On the 8tb, in the morning, the colonel of 
the loth of the line declared that the ma.jor 
part of his soldiers were unwilling’ to fight. 
All the officers were at a loss how to act : they 
obtained a promise that his Royal Highness 
should be escorted by them to Marseilles. 
Some soldiers, however, swore they would not 
serve Bonaparte. 

The artillery refused in like manner to 
serve the King. , 

The royal foreign regiment, and seven or 
eight hundred National Guards, were all that 
remained to his Royal Highness; when he 
learned that Toulon and Avignon had hoisted 
the standard of revolt. 

It was also known that the Duke de Bour- 
bon had quitted France, and that Madame 
had embarked at Pouillac. 

Lieut.-general Merle had abandoned Saint- 
esprit. 

The regiment of Berry, light infantry, had 
moved on the route from Avignon to Saint- 
esprit, to oppose the passage of his Royal 
Highness. 

The royal foreign regiment was also 
2 
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>Tca];cnc(l : liowevcr, the corps moved on to- 
•\vnrds Palliid. 

Lieut.-gcncrald’Aullannc, chief of the staff, 
set out for Saint-esprit, with full po^Yers to 
treat for the safe passage of his Royal High- 
ness to Marseilles. 

He agreed with Colonel Saint-Laurens, that 
his Royal Highness, escorted by the lOth regi- 
ment, of the line, should repair to Marseilles, 
in order to embark there. Lieiit.-gencral 
d’Aultanne was detained ns a hostage. 

An hour later, a letter from General Gilly 
made known to his Royal Highness that the 
first convention would not bo obscrx'cd. The 
brigadier and second in command of the ge- 
neral staff, was sent W conclude a second. 
The movement on Palliid was counter- 
manded. 

It was besides agreed between Gcricral 
Gilly and the Baron do Damas, that no troops 
except the escorts should be found on the 
passage of his Royal Highness. 

In consequence of the abave-mcntloned 
convention, a courier was sent to General 
Grouchy to suspend his march. Orders were 
dispatched, to stop the effusion of blood whcrc- 
cver any corps still held out for the king. 

On the 9th, the National Guards were dis- 
rooK IX. Y 
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missed. The artillery joined the corps of 
Lieut. -general Gilly at Saint-esprit : the 10th 
regiment of the line, and the royal^ foreign 
regiment, remained' alone to" guard his Royal 
Highness. 

The Duke d'Angouleme, after having ful- 
filled all the conditions agreed upon, entered 
his carriage on the 9th, at nine o’clock about 
night, to repair to Cette. 

His Royal Highness was astonished^^to find, 
notwithstanding the convention made between 
Lieut.-general Gilly and the Baron de Dainas, 
posts on the route between Pallud and Saint- 
esprit. 

Arrived at Saint-esprit, General Grouchy 
gave the Baron de Damas the following note, 
not signed : 

The Duke d’Angouleme having capitu- 
lated with General Gilly, and the general-in- 
chief, who has this moment arrived at the bridge 
of Saint-esprit, not having participated in the 
capitulation, is forced, by his instructions, 
not to approve of it until after he shall have 
taken his Majesty’s orders on the subject. 
Until that shall be done, his Royal Highness 
is requested either to remain at the bridge 
Saint-esprit, or to proceed by short stages to 
Cette.'’ 
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In’ consequence of tliis intimation, his 
Koj’al Iliglmcss was conducted to the liousc 
destined for him. A strong guard was placed 
there ; and it was only by giving his parole 
of lionour not to absent liimsclf, that his Royal 
Highness obtained permission that there should 
not be placed any ofliccre of gendarmerie in 
his chamber. 

On the llth, it was communicated that 
Colonel Magnicr citlier bad not received, or 
conformed to. the convention : tlic Baron do 
Damas immediately sent an order to maintain 
the parole given. 

On the 16th, at night, Licut.-gcncrnl Cor- 
bineau, aidc-dc-carap of Bonaparte, scut for 
the Baron de Damas. 

General Corbincau said, that he bad an or- 
der to send away his Roj’al Highness, on con- 
dition that he would engage to procure the 
restitution of the crown jewels. 

llis Royal Highness not being able to en- 
gage for the restitution of these objects, the 
above-mentioned articles were added. 

In consequence of these articles, it was con- 
cluded, that his Ro\ol Highness should quit 
Saint-cspril on tlie lotli. 

A few faithful individuals had proposed to 
the Duke d’Angoulemetogain the mountains, 
y2 
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and endeavour to get into Piedmont; but, 
in that case, his Royal Highness would either 
have set out alone, or been only accompanied 
by the few persons on whom he could depend. 
In the first case, Monseigneur the Duke d’An- 
gouleme would have abandoned to the mercy 
of the enemy, without convention or security 
of any kind, the troops which had combatr 
ted under his orders : in the second, nothing 
could insure a march of eighty-four leagues 
through a difficult country, of which almost all 
the’ principal points were occupied by- the 
enemy. 

Certifi ed as true by the Lieutenant-general 
second in command of the Staff, 

(Signed) The BARON DE DAMAS. 


No. II. 

Account of the Events at Bourdeaux, towards 
the end of March 1815. 

I have not now to describe brilliant fes- 
tivals or days of happiness. In the midst of 
those transports of joy which Madame excited 
at Bourdeaiix,— in the midst of the feasts 
which succeeded each other at the approach 
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of ihc i2lli of March, Uinl anniversary so dear 
and so glorious to the Bordelais, — a cry of 
alarm was heard, and gaiety disappeared. 
But 'tlic boundless devotedness, IIjc zeal 
without parallel, of these very Bordelais, ns 
soon as this new cry of alarm was heard, arc 
the subjecs which I like to dwell upon 
Bourdeaux will always be Bourdcaiix !— 
Such was their watch-word at the aspect of 
new danger ; and they have been faithful to 
it. Animated by a double ardour, by the pre- 
sence of Madame, all wished to enrol .them- 
selves for the defence of the country. Each 
offers his fortune, children, blood, and life. 
It is to Madame they como with transport, to 
renew the oath of dying for the King. Even 
the troops of the line (they ^vere not then led 
astray) take the oath of fidelity anew, and 
seem to partake the spirit which animates 
the people of Bourdeaux for the royal cause. 
In the meantime, the storm increased rapidly 
in the north, and extended with an incredible 
swiftness. We at length learned that the tri- 
coloured flag was displayed at 2 Vngonlcmc,and 
tlmlGcncral Clauscl prepared to come and lake 
possession of Bourdeaux. This alarming news, 
far from abating the courage of llic Bordelais, 
increased it still more. They arc ready for 
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every thing, and fear nothing ; the presence of 
Madame electrifies all hearts 1 Under her eyes, 
they brave' all dangers • they are s^ire of being 
victorious, if her Royal Highness remains in 
the town : she is supplicated not to abandon 
it. They need her presence ; it is required by 
all. She appeared that very day, as usual, to- 
wards two o’clock, in an open carriage ; and 
her countenance, calm and firm, inspired the 
most confident security. They pressed in 
throngs on her passage, as they were accus- 
tomed to do every day at the same hour, 
when she left her palace, to drive out in the 
emdrons of Bourdeaux. The workmen and 
shopkeepers quitted their business, as if it 
had been the first time they had seen her. 
With equal precipitation did they hasten to 
see her again on that day, blessing- her more 
frequently, and forming a thousand wishes for 
her happiness. In all the villages whicl^’ she 
passed through, the same earnestness was ma- 
nifested ; troops of young girls went to offer 
her bouquets ; and, on her return from the pro- 
menade, she found, as usual, the M^ay strown 
with flowers. The more the perils augmented, 
the more they redoubled their attachment for 
her ! 

Feelingly alive to so many testimonies of 
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love, Madame had determined not to quitBour- 
dcaux, and to leave nothing untried to pre- 
pcrve that faithful town to the King ns long as 
possible. Tiio utmost zeal and activity was 
employed to organize dificrent corps of troops, 
chosen amidst the flower of the National 
Guard ; they were equipped in haste ; and, on 
the news tiint Gen. Clanscl advanced, one of 
these corps was immediately dispatched to de- 
fend the passage of the Dordogne, at St. Andre 
do Cubzac. A contest look place ; and I shall 
never forget the cry of joy that extended itself 
to the palace, in repeating tliesc words, ^*Thcy 
fight at length 1” Onr little troop had the ad- 
vantage; and Gen. Clauscl had some of Ins 
men killed by our artillery. Night suspended 
the combat, which was to commence again at 
the dawn of day; but an incident, unhappily 
loo much , to be feared, supervened, and was 
the principal cause of our losing Bourdcaux. 

Tlic garrison of Blayc, a fortress so impor- 
tant for the defence of that city, had just re- 
volted ; Uie tri-colourcd standard was hoisted 
there, and the troops of the line went out of 
the fort to join Gen. Clauscl, which gave him 
forces very superior to those that could be op- 
posed to him ; so that he no longer found any 
obstacle on his route, and on Saturday the 1st 
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of April, he appeared with his troops on tlie 
riglit bank of the Garonne, opposite Bourdeaiix, 
Having- posted himself at tlie Bastide, there 
w^as nothing' but the river between him and 
the town. It was thence that he proposed a 
capitulation. As, according to him, Madame 
was the sole cause of hostile measures, he 
promised that, if the city ivould submit 
proraptlj', the inliabitants would not be dis- 
turbed; nor sliould any one liave to fear for 
}iis security. All would be perfectly tranquil ^ 
the head of Mons. Linch was alone excepted 
from these pacific conditions. A general cry 
of indignation resounded through the town ; 
and, with an unanimous voice, was heard, re- 
peated, To arms ! to arms ! Let us all fight 
to save Bourdeaux.” The tumult augmented 
every instant. Madame did all she could to 
sustain so courageous a disposition. 

But, to assure the success of the enterprise 
against Gen. Clausel, the concurrence of the 
troops of the line in garrison in that town 
W’as necessary : the National Guard alone was 
insujfiicient. In spite of the oath of fidelity 
which these troops had renewed, as I have al- 
ready said ; in spite of a grand and magnifi- 
cent repast, at which these regiments and the 
National Guard had a few days before frater- 
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niscd, glass in hand, by drinking the King’s 
health together ; — there no longer existed the 
same spirit : they were totally changed. Per- 
fidious agents of Bonaparte had excited them 
to revolt ; and, according to the report of the 
general odicers, the sedition was at its height 
in the barracks. Tlic military authorities held 
a most alarming language on the dispositi6n 
of the troops, even witli respect to Madame 1 
Chiefs of battalions declared that the conversa- 
tions were become so threatening, that they 
could no longer answer for the safety of her 
Royal Highness. .They added, that it was to 
bo feared that even her life would be in immi- 
nent danger, if she did not speedily quit Bour- 
dcaux. A very difTcrent opinion was enter- 
tained among the chiefs of the faithful Guard *, 
they were so persuaded that nothing could 
resist the sight of Madame : they did not 
doubt that, if she only showed herself to the 
troops of the line, she would bring them back 
under the colours of the King ; and that, ral- 
lying their force to that of thcNationalGuard, 
Bourdcaux might be saved from the shameful 
submission, of which tlicy could not think 
without shuddering: — somuchdid they hold in 
horror the idea of seeing the tri-colourcd flag 
lioislcd in their city. 
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In this diversity of sentiments, Madame did 
not hesitate a moment to adopt a decisive reso- 
lution. “I shall visit the barracks, (said she,) 
and judge by myself of the dis'position of - 
the troops.” She entered an open carriage 
at two o’clock : a numerous escort of general 
officers accompanied her on. horseback. I 
assure you, that this warlike march had in it 
something very striking. Tliey arrived at the 
barrack of Saint-Raphael. A profound silence 
reigned on the entrance of Madame. She de- 
scended from the carriage, and, passing twice 
through the ranks, with that dignity which you 
Imow her to possess, she afterwards placed 
herself in the centre, announcing her intention 
to speak to the officers ; and, in a very ele- 
vated tone, addressed to them these words : 

Gentlemen ; You are not ignorant of the 
events which are in progress. A stranger comes 
to take possession pf the throne of your legiti- 
mate king. Bourdeaux is menaced by a handful 
of rebels : the National Guard is determined to 
defend the town. This is the moment to show 
that you are faithful to your oaths. I come 
here to recal them to you, and to judge by 
myself of the sentiments you entertain for our 
legitimate sovereign. I desire that you will 
speak with frankness : 1 require it. Are you 
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disposed to second the National Guard in tlie 
ofTortR ^^Iuch it \\ishcs to make to defend 
13ourdcau\ against those who come to attack 
it'* Answer franUj. "Wlmtl absolute si- 

lence ! Then jou no longer recollect the oaths 
which jou renewed, in my hands, so short a 
time since. If there still exists amongil jou 
any who rememher them, and who remain 
faithful to the cause of the King, let them ad- 
•\ancc out of t!ic ranks, and express it openly.” 
Somcsw'ords w ere then draw n, and brandished 
in the air.—** You arc axerj small number, (re- 
plied Rfadamc,) but no matter; we know', at 
least, those on whom we can depend,” Protest- 
ations of attachmcntlo her person were addres- 
sed to her bj some soldiers. — ^ Wo will not 
sutTer any iujurj to be done to yon ; wo will 
defend you:* cried many xoiccs — "It is not 
I wlio am in question, but tlie King's sera ice, 
(replied Madame with xehcmcncc :) Will you 
sera c him'*” — *In aUthatour chiefs shall com- 
mand us, for the sciaicc of (ho country, we 
w ill obey : but w c do not w ish a ci\ il w ar, and 
we will nc\er fight against our lirothcrs.* — It 
was in xain tint jMadamc recalled to tlicir re- 
collection what duty and honour required of 
them: they were deaf to her xoicc Before 
her departure, she made them promi^-c tliat 
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they would at least contribute to maintain or- 
der in the town, if it was entered, and that 
they would also bike care tliai no injury should 
be done to the National Guard, if evil inten- 
tions were entertained against it. This was 
promised. ^^Hicn Madame went away, she 
felt deeply afTected with what she had just 
witnessed. 

But even tliis was nothing. The visit which 
.she paid to the second barrack, was much more 
painful. The spirit of revolt showed itself 
there a thousand times more ; and it was with 
still less effect that Madame endeavoured 
to bring the troops there, back to the path 
of honour. Notwithstanding the little success 
which her Royal Highness could hope for'from 
a third attempt with such troops, she wished 
to neglect nothing, and it was at the Chateau 
Troinpeite that the last efforts of Iier Iieroic 
courage were carried to the highest .point. 
What a reception they prepared for the au- 
gust daughter of so many kings ! I shall ne- 
ver forget it, I have suffered so much from the 
event. After having passed the gloomy vaults 
of that strong castle, represent to yourself the 
view that struck us, on entering the inte- 
rior of the place, transformed, into a real den 
of robbers, with their fierce air and sullen 
countenance, bursting with rage, as-if at the 
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’ moment of seizing tiicir prey. Such were tlic 
mutinous soldiery, drawn up under arms at 
tills place. With a spirit timt could only be 
equalled by her cnci^', ^ladamc addressed 
them in language calculated to move the most 
hardened hearts. At any other time, they 
would have been softened by it. But, to what 
an excess of disorder had they not been push- 
ed, since their rage seemed to redouble, whilst 
tlicy listened to language so noble and touch- 
ing ! The more the emotion of Madame aug- 
mented, tlio -more her eloquence increased: 
tears inundated her checks.— “ ^^^lat ! (said 
she to them,) is it to the regiment of Angou- 
Icmc that I spcaUI Have you so soon forgot- 
ten the favours witli whicli you have been 

loaded by the Duke d'Angoulcmc'? Do 

you no longer regard him, then, os your chief? 
he whom you called your princci I, uhom 
you named your princess ; — Do you no longer 
recognize me? — Oh God! (added she, with 
an accent of the mo<!l heart-rending grief,) af- 
ter twenty years of misfortune, it is cruel in- 
deed to be expatriated again! I have not 
ceased to make vows for tbe happiness of my 
countrj'; for I am a Frenchwoman, and you 
arc no longer Frenchmen.** — *Go away! re- 
tire!’ ^\*as the reply. — Could it be supposed 
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(lint (here could he found a being sufficiently 

vile (o iiivc ntlernncc (o such ironv. I can 

* » 

say nodiing, because .1 know how to respect 
inisfoiiune. At the recollection of so much 
insoicnccj my blood boils within me: never 
did I feel so stronix a feclin<]r of indignation* 
I^radame gave (he signal of departure. A roll 
of the drum was given ; andj as we re-passed 
under (he batteries of this gloomy fort, our 
hearts were still more distracted than the3^ 
wore ^vhcn we entered. 

To soften the bitterness of the poisoned cha- 
lice, it seemed that Madame had reserved for 
a last attempt the review which she proposed 
to make of the faithful National Guard, which 
was drawn up in line on the superb quay that 
runs along the banks of the Garonne. A 
scene very different awaited her there. When 
slie appeared, a general cry of Five le Roi! 
Vive Madame! was heard on all sides. At 
siglit of the profound grief which overspread 
her countenance, the manifestations of attach- 
ment to her was redoubled ; the beholders ex- 
pressed themselves with transport. She had 
much difficulty in making herself heard amidst 
these cries. Having at length obtained silence, 
and standing up in her landau, in order to be 
the better Jieard by the numerous body Avllich 
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fiiirroundetlher, slic freely opened her heart to 
these brn^c men ; and, in a strain of eloquence 
the most noble and pathetic, expressed how 
much she ^^as affected by their zeal and de- 
xotedness for the king. 

I come, (added she,) to demand of jou 
a last sacrifice. Promise to oboj mo in all 
that I shall order .” — ^ We sw cai it !’ — ■“ Well, 
then, (continued Madame,) after ^^hnt I haxc 
seen, \\o cannot depend on the assistance of 
the garrison ; it is useless, therefore, to endca- 
xour to defend our«cl\cs.*’ 

“You ha\c done enough for jour honour. 
Presen 0 joursches as good and faithful sub- 
ccts for better times. I lake cxciy thing on 
myself, and order >ou to fight no longer.”— ^ 
* No, no I absoU c us from our oaths : n c u ish to 
die for the king, ^^c^^ish to die for>ou !’ — ^I'he 
multitude now pressed around her carriage; 
thc> seized ^Indamc’s hand, Ihcj kissed and 
inundated it ith tears, demanding, as a su- 
premo fa^ou^, that thej might be permitted to 
shed their blood for the king. The cnlhusia'sm 
extended almo«;t to delirium ; all the tou n par- 
ticipates in it, and mingles its cries of T^<ic le 
Jio{ ^\Uhtho«co^ the National Guard, Nc\cr 
^\as a position more singular tlian that in 
pinch Madame found herself at the aljo\c mo-. 
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rnent. She was placed exactly in front of that 
Gen. Cliuisel who, on Ihc other hunk, was 
witness of (he homage which surronnded her 
Royal Migliness. IJe conid notlos’e one of the 
(cslinionie.s of love wliicli were lavished on 
Madame, for the sound of them must have 
reached him most distinctly. He was much 
alarmed by it, and catised cannons to be point- 
ed in that direction : Mliitc daijs floated at all 
the windows, and formed a most disajrreea- 
ble pcrs])cc(ivc for the traitor. N'ever did 
the (o^^^^ prc.scnt a finer sight. It could not 
liavc been more brillianton the finst day of her 
entry in manife.sUitions of loyalty. Thepopu- 
.lation appeared doubled ; and, when Madame 
returned to the Palace, .she was accompanied 
by a faithful people, who blessed her with tears 
in their eyes, and united themselves most sin- 
cerely to her regrets and sorrows. 

We had scarcely returned, when a fire of 
musketry commenced in the town. Persons 
were brought in wounded ; some were killed. 
Every moment conveyed still rvorse news to 
Madame; and this was announced to be 
merely the prelude to a massacre. The regi- 
ments,.!!! a state of insurrection, quitted their 
barracks ; some troops drew up on the Place 
de la Comedie, and showed so much violence, 
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Uiatlhc generals and sevcrnl ofiiccrs went to 
supplicate Madame earnestly to tliink of pro- 
viding for her safety. Nothing could induco 
her to abandon the unhappy town. She could 
not sustain the thought of the frightful falo 
which was perhaps rcscr\*cd for its inhabi- 
tants : after her departure she >vas over- 
whelmed with grief, when persons came 
to warn her that, if she prolonged her 
stay, far from being useful to Bourdcaux, sho 
would be the cause of General Clausel’s treat- 
ing it much worse. Sothat, what could not 
he attained by speaking to her of the personal 
dangers which she incurred, she yielded to as 
soon ns the safety of the town and its inhabi- 
tants became the question. 

At eight in the evening, siie received liio 
visits of nil those at Bourdcaux who, not being 
able to follow, did not remain llic less entirely 
devoted to her. She then entered her carriage ; 
and set out, escorted by the same faitliful 
guard which had mounted of its own accord, 
in order to watch over her safety, and protect 
her rclrc*at. A sad and profound silence 
reigned in the town ; every one sl^ut himself 
up at home, while all Uic windows were 
hermetically sealed. These were the prepa- 
rations for Uic reception which they reserved 

LOOK IX. z 
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for General Claiisel. In fact, we have since 
heard, that, on entering the town, he asked, 
if there w^ere no longer any inhabitants in 
Bourdeaux. But, at the passage of Madame, 
in spite of the doors and windows, being 
closed, the cry of Vive Madame was heard, 
and re-echoed bn every side. 

The sky became overcast as we W’^ent out 
of the town, and the rain began to fall in tor- 
rents. The night was one of the most obscure 
I ever saw, insomuch that our little escort 
found* it difficult to recognize each other. It 
is thus that we set out, on a sandy road which 
conducts to Pouillac. We travelled all the 
night, and were not able to arrive there until 
eight o’clock in the morning, on Sunday the 2d 
of April. On quitting her carriage, the first 
thought of Madame was, to hear mass. The 
succours of heaven were more necessary than 
ever. So many sacrifices to make, in quitting 
France ! So much disquietude, and all that was 
left there so dear ! So^many dolorous recollec- 
tions,. and so many trials to support! All 
w^as placed under the eyes of God, ’and Pro- 
vidence has shed its benedictions on prayers, 
so fervent. 

Every thing being ready for the embarka- 
tion, we went into the English Captain’s boat, 

5 
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and, under a pelting sliowcr, proceeded on 
board of the Wanderer sloop of war, uhicli 
was to convey Madame to Spain, wliere she 
wished to go. 

But nothing can paint the despair of the 
faithful guard which had escorted her Royal 
Highness from Bourdcaiix, when tlic moment 
of final separation arrived. They accompa- 
nied the boat in small punts, and rowed round 
the Wanderer, demanding with earnestness 
to see Madame again : jwhen she appeared on 
the deck, a general cry of grief was licard. 
To soften her regret, every one wished to 
Iiavc something wliich had belonged to Iicr 
Royal Highness; some oflicr ribbands were 
shared amongst them ; but, as there was not 
enougli ofthese, she look off the white feathers 
which were on her hat, and distributed them 
AYilh what transports ofgratiludc did they not 
receive the precious relies! and how consoling 
the hope which they carried away, in think- 
ing that this plume would rally them once 
more in the road of honour. 

"We soon after set sail, and fled from the 
coa«5ls of France. 
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No. III. 

Rpporl of Lien tenant -General Count cle La- 
horde j to his Excellency the Marshal’ 
Prince d' EcJanidh, BUnislci* of TEar. 


Toiihiisr, Ath April, 1815. 

MoxseigneuRj 

I received the orders of the Emperor and 
yours on the Isl instant. Informed ofthe ivon- 
dcrfiil events which succeeded each other so 
rapidly since the 1st of March, I would not 
have wailed for orders to give the Emperor a 
new proof of my sentiments, but I bad only a 
small number of officers and soldiers around 
me. The 69th of the line, and the greater 
part of the third regiment of artillery, also 
the 15th chasseurs, 'had been directed on 
points out of my command. I found myself 
in a town containing a population of fifty 
thousand souls, where the presence of the 
Baron de Vitrolles, the pretended commissioner 
of the King, repressed the zeal of the good 
citizens, who form a great majority of the inha- 
bitants here . My forces were reduced to a mere 
slieleton, tlie Baron de Vitrolles adding to his 
by levies, which, though circumscribed and 
ill commanded, yet procured him some .com- 
panies. 
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It was under these circumstances, that the 
Count Datnas-Crux arrived at Toulouse. 
He was soon followed llicro by Marshal 
Perignon, whom the DnUe d’Angoulemc had 
appointed to the command of the tenth divi- 
sion. This nomination appeared very singu- 
lar; biitjWhilstM. Perignon received my com- 
munications coldly, I convinced mjsclf that 
his indifference, nhichdid nolescape the royal- 
ist party, heightened its confidence ; and 
ihcrcforc concluded that all further delay bc- 
'Camo pernicious. 

Four companies of artillery, uliich they lind 
despaired of attaching to a cause that is totally 
lost, returned from Nlsincs towards Toulouse, 
The Baron dc Vitrollcs ordered them, through 
^larshal I’crignon, to retrograde on Naibonnc. 
I eluded this order, and sent officers to dircc- 
these companies to return in the direction of 
Toulouse ith all possible dispatch, notu ithstand- 
ing the orders of M. Perignon, uhicli I took 
upon myself to disown. My arrangements being 
thus made, I Inuc caused llie Baron dc Vitrollcs 
to be arrested this morning at da^’-break, and an 
inventory is to he made of his papers. I have 
also caused the Count dc Damns to be arrested. 

I judged it proper to visit Gen. IMrignon, 
■although his powers had ceased since those 
z 3 
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whicli H. M. has been pleased to confide to me. 
I proposed that he should put himself at the head 
of the movement which I had in preparation, 
consenting willingly to sacrifice to him the honor 
of that day, which would thereby become the 
more I'cmarkablc. The General having used eva- 
sions, and shewn much indecision, 1 did not in- 
sist on his acquiescence, but gave the signal my- 
self; and at 5 o’clock in the morning the tri- 
coloured fiag iloated on the towers and public 
monuments : the garrison assumed the national 
cockade at the same hour, amidst the acclama- 
tions of an immense multitude. 

At twelve o’clock the enthusiasm was at its 
height. The proclamations of the Emperor 
produced the most lively sensations ; no excess 
was committed, or any symptom of opposition 
shewn. 

The Count de St. Aulake, prefect of this de- 
partment, conducted himself extremely well. 

iM. de Damas and the Baron de Vitrolles 
earnestly demanded permission to go away. I left 
M. de Damas, whose capacity is not very dan- 
gerous, at full liberty to pursue his way towards 
Spain, by the Upper and Lower Pyrenees. 
This is, besides, conformable to the Emperor’s 
decree respecting the emigrants. 

As to Monsieur de Vitrolles, I thought it 
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important to detain liim, on account of the cha- 
racter uhich he had dbplaycd here, and of his 
infamous conduct; I shall therefore an ait the 
Emperor’s orders relative to him. 

Another dispatch, which lam preparing, will 
give you frcsli details, as well as a summary view 
of our position, which is very good. It will 
also transmit you tlic names of the citizens wlio 
have seconded me in this o])crntion ; as to the 
officers, it would be ncce=sary to name them all. 

The letters and orders which you have trans- 
mitted (0 me for the Generals commanding 
the sub-div isions and the departments, have been 
regularly sent to them. All the departments of 
the division will promptly imitate the example 
ofToulousc, which will, no doubt, have great 
influence. 

Enclosed your Excellency will find the only 
numbers of the ^fonitenr which arc printed licrc. 
I thought it would be curious for you to see 
how they impose on llic Southern provinces. 

I have to observe, in conclubion, that, since 
the entrance of tlic Emperor into Paris^ nil the 
dispatches winch may have been addressed to 
me, have been Intercepted by M. dc Viirolles. 

1 trust you will be pleased to remedy this without 
loss of time. 
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Marshal PcSrignon has told me, that he is 
about to retire into the country. 

I ought to report to you, that General Chaiv 
tran M’as near being arrested by the agents of 
the Baron de Vitrolles. I think, however, 
that he will have succeeded in his project of 
bringing two regiments which had set out from 
the army under the orders of the Duke d’ An- 
gouleme, back to Toulouse. 

Generals Cassagne and Cassan have perfeefly 
seconded me in the operations which have just 
taken place ; I considered it necessary for the 
service of the Emperor, to give the command 
at Toulouse •pro tempore to General Cassan, 
The population is numerous; and that General 
appears to possess the talents required for such a 
post. 

The adjutant-general Noel Girard, chief of 
my division, is the person whom I have charged 
to arrest the Baron de Vitrolles, 

I have the honour to he, with respect, &c. 

Comte de LABORDE, 
Eicut.'Gen. 
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No. IV. 

JlcJiori of the Ufarslml prince iV Essliiig, dated 
Uth April, 1815. 

SiBE, 

Your Jliijesty’s orders have c\pcricnced in- 
surinounlable del.ays, oningtolliepccul'iarily of 
niy situation. 

The inovemenU excited in tliecightli division, 
and particularly at Marseilles, were maintained 
there by the presence of the Duke d’Angoulimt^ 
the character of the first civil authorities, and 
by the constant relations which the agents of the 
I’rmecs maintained with foreign minislera, and 
by false reports, one more alarming than the 
others to the peaceable citizens. 

On the other hand, the Duke d’Angouletno, 
who had already taken away from me three regi- 
ments, also wished to take those which were at 
Toulon ; and he caused it to be announced to 
me, by jSI, do Hivicrc, Ibal his infcnlion iiaslo 
give that port in deposit to the English, who 
would furnish, in return, money to the King of 
Trance. 

Under circumstances so diflicult, I deter- 
mined, after having pul zkniibts in a stale of 
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siege, in order to withdraw it from the autho- 
rity of the prefect of the Var, to repair to 
Toulon, to preserve that place and its shipping 
to his Majesty. 

At length, on the 10th of April, I learned 
that the 6th regiment had resumed the national 
colours at Avignon. I ordered General Leclerc 
to maintain its discipline, and to order it to hold 
itself in readiness to march. 

On the 1 0th, I published the proclamation, of 
which a copy is annexed. An express carried it 
to the four departments of the division, with an 
order that it should be published and proclaimed 
by sound of trumpet, and during a salute of 
twenty-one pieces of cannon ; to cause the na- 
tional flag to be hoisted on all the forts, munici- 
palities, and public buildings ; and to make the 
troops, military and naval, resume the tri-co- 
loured cockade. 

. I also gave an order to the prefects in all the 
divisions to dissolve the National Guards levied 
by the Duke d’Angouleme, to return their arms 
to the arsenals of the empire, and the clothing 
and appointments which they had received into 
the military stores. 

T have already forbidden the prefects and 
receivers- general to give any pay to the Na- 
tional Guards, or make any payment which 
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%\ould not be in the interest of jour sen ice, or 
to oiiej any order of the romiuandauts of the 
King. 

Iba\c ‘‘Cnt the Baron Shray, chief of my 
staff, to Draguinnn, to cause M. Bonthilier to 
be arrested and consejed to Fort Lamalgnc. 
This gentleman is the prefect of the Var, naIio 
has Fho^^ n liimsclfan ardent partizan, and ho 
had taken siolcnt measures, sxhicli I haso 
been obliged to resist. 

I lm\o caused the abo\c prefect to be pro- 
\isionall> replaced b> the sons-prcfect Ri'card. 

I ha\c ordered that all acK, jiuhcial or nd- 
ininistralisc, legal contracts or publications, 
&c. shall be made in the name of the Emperor, 
as \\ ell ns the pra> cr-* n Inch the Church should 
offer up for the so\creign. 

On the 1 1th, the nnlioiinl colours >> ere hoisted 
at Toulon, and in all the departments of the 
Var, amidst the cr^ of Lon^ L\\ c the Empe) n ) , 
a thou'iand times repeated Nothing could 
describe the joj ^^hich ns manifested hj llic 
armj and na\j. The fcslhul continued two 
da\s. 

At Toulon I released Uie grenadiers of the 
imperial guard, >>ljo had been arrested at 
Antibes. 

Thc'C I wiW send to I^jons. 
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I have also enlarged all the persons who 
were detained for mere matters of opinion. 

1 have sent a schooner from Toulon to 
• the chateau d’lf, with an order to the com- 
mander of that place to give up all the per- 
sons detained for similar causes. 

Rear-admiral Gourdon, charged with the 
command of the frigates, having appeared 
to me as being a suspicious character, I have, 
in my quality ofLieutenant-general of your Ma- 
jesty, charged the maritime prefect to bring him 
on shore, and to confide the command of the 
frigates and corvettes to the senior captain, 
M. Senes. 

I have also given the last-named officer the 
command of the Ariane, intend of M. Garat. 

The Count Lardenoy, commandant of Tou- 
lon, being included amongst the emigrants 
comprehended in the decree of your Majesty 
of the 13th March, 1 have sent him a passport 
for Nice. 

I have sent by express to all the com- 
mandants of the department, an order to con- 
form to the dispositions of the dispatches of 
the Minister of War, under the dates of the 
25th March and the Sth April. 

I requested Admiral Gantheaume to come 
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to Toulon, to tnkc ihccomnmnd of llic* na>y, 
us cxlmortlinnrj -commissary ; and, on liis ar- 
rival, I made Known to him the instructions 
of your Majesty, 

On the 11th, at night, the city of Marseilles 
had not as yet suhmitlcd. I gave it to the 
12th, and announced that I would be there on 
the 13th ; in fact, iny arrangements were 
made at Toulon and Avignon, but 1 had no 
occasion to net on tbcin. 

On the 12th, the Municipal Council of 
^larscillcs deputed three of its members, 
A\lio brought me (he submission of tlmt 
city, ' 

I received the deputation ; and, in tlio 
night of the I2th, the prefect of the Mouths 
of the Rhone announced to me, by an express, 
that the tri-coloured ilag floated at the ton ii- 
Itousc, that of the j)rcfect,on the fort, and on all 
the public buildings; that the greatest calm 
reigned iii that fortre^js ; that he had for- 
warded my orders and proclamations to tlic 
under-prefect'', in order that all the inhahi- 
Innts of the depaitincnt should follow the ex- 
ample of their chief city, 

I have ordered Messrs, de Bndard and Dc 
Ri\ierc to he j-ci7c<l, iffomnl. 

Ilia\cpulan end to the functions of tho 
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prefect of the Mouths of the Rhone, of hrs 
secretary-general, and of the mayor of Mar- 
seilles ; ,and I have replaced them provision- 
ally. 

I have ordered that the extraordinary 
impost of twenty-five centimes, directed to be 
levied by the council-general of the depart- 
ment, for the service of the Duke d’Angou- 
leme, should continue to be collected for the 
profit of the imperial treasury. 

I have called to Toulon the Brigadier 
Gen. Eberle, to take the command of that for- 
tress instead of M. Lardenov. 

mf 

I shall have the honour of sending your i\'Ia- 
jesty a list of the changes in the administration 
which will have taken place here. 

The knowledge which I have acquired of 
this part of France, enables me to select 
men of good repute, and who are devoted 
to your Majesty. I' therefore humbly request 
your approbation of my appointments. 

It has occurred' to me, sire, that I ought not 
to repair immediately to Paris, as his Excellency 
the jMinister of War authorizes me to do ; ray 
presence being still necessary in the 8th divi- 
sion, to consolidate the happy change which has 
just occurred. 

The minister left me the liberty of choosing, 
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whether I should go there myself, or send 
Count ^liollis. I cannot dissemble to your 
Majesty how ambitious I am of seeing you 
again, in order to assure you of my unbounded 
attachment. 


I am, with profound respect, 

Sire, 

Your Majesty’s 

Most faithful and Ocrotecl Serrant, 

Tlic MARSHAL DUKE DE RIVOLI, 
LietitcnanLGcocnl of (he Emperor, in (he nth and 23(1 
Military Dhmons. 

(Signed) The PRINCE D'ESLING. 
1815. 


END OF THE WE'IOIJtS, &C. 
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niCTATE» 


IN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION^ 

Whether the J?tthlicaiion entitled T'he 
Manuscript from Si. Helena f printed at Lon^ 
don in 1817, is the Work of Napoleon or not P 



ASSERTIONS IN 
THE PRETENDED 
MANUSCRIPT, j 

I. I. PROOF IN ANSWER. 

I obtained a NapOLEON entered in qua- 
Lieutenanep at lity of second-lieutenant into 
the commence- the regiment of La Fere, in 
ment of the Re- October 1785, and joined 
volution. (/;. 4-) that regiment at Valence, in 

Dauphiny. 

ir. ir. PROOF. 

I was em- Napoleon was never em- 
ployed in the ployed in the army of the 
army of the Alps, and he never was upon 
Alps, ip.l.) Monte Genevre. 
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ASSF.KTIOXS IN 
TIU: I'liETENDED 
fllNUSCKIIT. 

III. III. PROOr IN ANSWER. 

Because it ob- Niipoleon was promoted 
tained the rank to be a captain in 1789, four 
of captain for yeais before the coinmenee- 
me. (p. 7.) ment of the war. 

IV. IV. PROOF. 

imadeknoxen Napoleon, chief of a bat- 

my plan to Bar- talion of artillery, command- 
ras. (p. 10.) cd that corps at the siege of 
Toulon. He was not at all 
acquainted then with Barras, 
who, at that time was either 
employed upon a mission at 
JIarseilles, or witli thearmy of 
I taly. The representative of 
the people, who first distin- 
guished and supported by 
his authority the plans which 
succeeded in anecting the 
captureof Toulon, was called 
Gasparin, deputy forOrange, 
a very warm conventi- 
onalist, an old captain of 
dragoons ; a man greatly en- 
lightened, and who had re- 
ceived an excellent educa- 
tion. He was the deputy 
uho first divined the great 
military talents of tlie com- 
mandant of artillery. It was 
not until the well-known day 
2 A 


BOOK IX. 



.MiiMfiir.*. or [.U'MiN*- 

i.\- 

'IHJ I'Kfll.'.Din moor IN' A^.*-*.V^;f5. 

MAM' ' jrJiO. 

o(* \’«fif!<in;iirr fltal TSapo- 
l»'on was uuih'd with Barms. 

V. V. rnof)!'. 

J ?^aj,f?h on novor was with- 

hut i.tthnni CM- out uiiplovnicnt. After the 
pb>unur.t,l\,int .'•irije of 'loulon, hc was 

/<' VttiU, ji, n. naiia-tl conunandanl of the 

aitillory fd'the nrniy of Italy, 
and direried that armv: the 

^ , •i' 

e>:(‘eutif)n of his plans pro- 

cured to I’mnce the capture 
5 >f S;ior"io, Oreille, the Coi 
lie; 'JVnde, and Ormca. In 

a similar manner he directed 

the armv of Italv, in Octo- 
«> « 

her, in its movements upon 
the Bormida, at the action of 
Oego and the capture of Sa- 
■rona. In February 1795, 
j)o commanded at Toulon 
the artillery of the maritime 
expedition, destined first for 
Corsica, and afterwards for 
Home. Fie recommended 
that the convo}^ should not 
sail until the French squa- 
dron liad driven off the Eu"- 
lish one ; which gave rise to 
the naval action at NolF 
where the O^ira was takeiv 
and the French squadron 
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PROOF IN ANSWER. 

returned. The maritime e.v- 
nedition was countermanded. 
During this time, by means 
of Iiis influence over the 
minds of the gunners, he ap- 
peased an insurrection at tlic 
arsenal, and saved the lives 
of the representatives Jla- 
riette and Chambon. In 
May 1795, at the work of 
Ombri, lie w.-^s placed upon 
the list as general of inlan- 
try, and to serve in the army 
of La Vendee ; but this was 
to continue so only until there 
was a vacancy in the corps of 
artillery. He went to Paris, 
and refused to serve in the 
armj'of La Vendee. About 
ten days afterwards, how- 
ever, Kellerman having been 
beaten on the coast of Genoa, 
and the army of Italy obliged 
to retreat, Napoleon w.as rc- 
miired by the Committee of 
Public Safety, tlicn com- 
posed of Sicyes, De le Tour- 
neur, and Dc Pontccou- 
lant, to draw up instructions 
for that army. Shortly af- 
terwards arrived the l.'Jth 
Vcndeniiairc, and he com- 
2 A 2 
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THE PRETENDED PROOF IN* ANSWER. 

MANUSCRIPT. 

manded in chief the army of 
the interior at Paris. 

VI. VI. PROOF. 

A handful of It is notorious, that, on the 
ineiij and two 13th Vendemiaire, the con- 
pkces of cannon, vention had 6,000 men, and 
{p. 12.) 30 pieces of cannon to de- 

fend them. 


VII. VII. PROOF. 

The army of Napoleon was called to 

Italyy “ etaiten the chief command of the 

rebut.” (/). 15.) army of Italy, by the desire 

[Synonimous with of the officers and soldiers 

being dilapidated, or executed his plan 

the refuse of an . i 

army.] Ill 1793 at Toulon, in 1794 

and 1795 in the Comte de 


Nice, as already stated. This 
array cost a great deal of 
money, and the treasur}?- was 
empty ; a strange kind of 
rebuff certainly, to be ap- 
" pointed commander-in-chief 
of a frontier and a large 
army ! 


VIII. 


VIII. PROOF. 


By good for- Malta could not have held 

tuncy they sur- out against a bombardment 
rendered even of twenty-four hours. It 
more shamefully had certainly immense phy- 
than I .could sical powers of resistance, 
have flattered but no moral ones. 
myself, (p. 22.) 
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Tin; I'RirrENDED 

JIANUSCmiT. ^ 

IX. ' IX. PROOF IN ANSnXR. 

On my return After the battle of Abou- 
to Egypt, I re- kir, on the 3d of August 
ccived newspa- 1799, Sir Sydney Smith sent 
pers by the way English newspapers, of the 
ofTunis.(p.23.) montbsof April and May, to 
Alexandria, in which were 
niciitioncd the disasters of 
the armies of the Rhine and 
of Italy at tlis commence- 
ment of the campaigns of 
1799. 

X. X. PROOF. 

^ny general NapoleiSn returned to 
wasgood enough Vta.ncc'. 1st. Because he 
to sign a capita- was autliorized to do so by 
lalion, which his instructions. 2d. Be- 
time xcould ren- cause his presence was nc- 
dcr incFfVflWr ; cessary to the republic. 3d. 
and I departed Because the army of the cast, 
without any victorious and numerous, 
other design had no longer an enemy be- 
than that of re- fore it, and the first object of 
appearing at the the expedition had been ful- 
head of the ar- filled. The second object 
mics, to bring could not be obtained, ns 
baet victory a- long as the Republic was 
gain to them, beaten upon the frontiers, and 

(p. 24.) torn to pieces in the interior 

by anarchy. The army of 
the cast was victorious over 
2 A 3 
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the armies of Syria com- 
manded by Djezzar Pacha, 
which had been neai'ly de- 
stroyed successively at the 
battles of El-arisli, Gaza, 
tTaiVa, and at Acre. At the 
battle of iMonnt Tabor, from 
oO.OOO to 60,000 Ottoman 
troops had been either killed, 
taken, or dispei'scd, as well as 
their park of artillery of 40 
field-pieces, all tlieir stores, 
and their Geneml-in-chicf 
Abdallah, The French army 
was equally victorious over 
ihearmyofH bodes, whichhad 
perished, partly at St. Jean 
de Acre and partly at Abon- 
kir, where 40,000 had been 
killed, taken, or dispersed, 
us well as their park of ardi- 
lery, consisting- of 5:2 pieces 
of cannon, witli the vizier of 
the Tinks, I\Iustapha Pacha, 
who commanded them. The 
French army was numerous, 
because it mustered more 
than 5,000 iisfhtins; men, of 
whom 5500 were cavalry, 
and had a very considerable 
force of hold and sieii'e artil- 
]ery. The libels have said 
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that Nnpoleon ran away, and 
deserted his army; that he 
abandoned it, because it was 
in distress ; that it had no more 
artillery, no more clothing, 
and was reduced to 8000 
combatants. Tlicse false re- 
ports influenced the British 
cabinet so much, that it re- 
fused to ratify the conven- 
tionofEl-arish. On the 20th 
of March, 1800, the Grand 
Vizier was beaten at Helio- 
polis, nine months after Na- 
poleon's departure; and 21 
months afterwards, 19,000 
or 20,000 English troops dis- 
embarked at Aboukir, 6000 
more arrived at Suez from 
India, and 20,000 Turks, 
under the orders of the 
Grand Vizier and the Cap- 
tain Pacha. These 45,000 
men were obliged to make a 
campaign of six months, and 
to fight several battles. Tliis 
exjxidition cost the lives of 
about 10,000 of the choicest 
troops in England, as many 
of the Turks, and several 
millions sterling to the go- 
vernment; and had it no^ 
been for tlie silliness of Me- 
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ilou, who had succeeded by 
seniority after the assassina- 
tion of Kleber, the expedi- 
tion would have failed. Such 
were the consequences pro- 
duced to the English nation 
by their having given faith 
to hbellers. In Octoberl 80 1 , 
nearly three years after the 
departure of Napoleon, the 
army of the east disembark- 
ed at Marseilles and Toulon, 
in number 24,000 men, of 
whom 23,000 were in a fit 
state to bear arms. It had 
been originally composed of 
32,000 men, on its departure 
from Toulon in 1798 ; 4G00 
were left in Malta, but, in 
place of them, 2000 Maltese 
troops were incorporated 
with the French army, which 
was 30,000 strong, on its ar- 
rival in Egypt, and received 
there 3000 men, the remains 
of crews of the French squa- 
dron, and then was 33,000 
strong, composed of French, 
Italians, Poles, and Mal- 
tese, amongst whom there 
were 24,000 real French- 
men. Thus then the loss 
sustained was about 9000 



NAPOLEOX. 


319 


DIX.] 


AssEnnoxs tn 
TIIF, niETENDED 
MAXDSCniPT. 


moor IS AXSWER. 
men ; from whicli must be 
deducted about 2000 rvbo 
returned individual!}', or in 
convoys of u ounded, rvhich 
reduces the difference to 
7000; counting all losses 
by discascsduringfourycars, 
and those sustained at the as- 
sault of Alexandria, at the 
battles of Cbcbreiss, the Py- 
ramids, the actions at Sal- 
bieh, the campaigns of Sy- 
ria, that of Desaix in Upper 
Egypt: in fact, during the 
command of Kleber at tlio 
actions of Damictta, the bat- 
tle of Hcliojiolis, the sic^o 
of Cairo; under Menou, m 
the actions in the month of 
March 1801, against the 
English, and until tlie sur- 
render. It is rvell knoivn 
that Napoleon, in leaving 
Egypt, firmly believed it to 
biuong for ever to France, 
and hojied to ho able to real- 
ize the second object of the 
cx]x:dilion. 


XI. XI. PROOF. 

Jlc had our At the moment of crossing 

fortune to maU. Jlount St. Bernard, in May 
(p. 31.) and June 1800, Napoleon 

had fought tirenty pitched 
battles; in every oueof which 
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he had been victorious: — ■ 
conquered Italy : dictated 
peace to Austria, at twenty 
leaiiiues distance from Vion- 
na : negocialed at Kadstadt 
with Count Cobcnzel the sur- 
render of the stronsr city of 
lave nee: raised near C>00 
inillions of contributions, 
which had served to feed, 
clothe, and furnisli witli ne- 
cessaries. the armr durine; 
two years : and to create the 
Cisalpine army; to pay the 
the army of the illune. the 
squadron of Toulon at Brest, 
and even to pay some- of the 
cilices of government in Pa- 
ris. He iiad sent to the mu- 
seum 500 clit' d\v:rcn's, an 


cicut Grecian statues or pic- 
tures, nVc/'tfc'urrcs of the age 
of the ^Medici, He had con- 


quered Eg\'pt : had esta- 
blished the Fi'cnch power 
there upon a hrm basis, after 
having surmounted what was 
then, in Volney's opilniom 
the greatest didiculty, 'ciz. 
to conciliate the precepts laid 
down in the Koran mid the 
i^Iohanmiedau religion, with 
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the presence of a foreign 
nrm^’. For six months he 
had been at the head of the 
Republic, by the choice of 
three millions of citizens, 
and of which he had ro-csta- 
htished the finances, calmed 
the factions, eradicated the 
war in La Vendee, and mo- 
' derated that in the west. 

After so many occurrences, 
how is it possible to say that 
he had his fortune to make ? 

Ml. Ml. moor. 

The fuctlons It is notorious, that, from 
npjicaicd lo //c hlarengo until the iNrcilXAl. 
sUcncccl. (ii.S3.) jiACliiN'E, tliat is to say, 
daring the last six months of 
1 800, the factions a ere more 
actiic than ever. 

Xm. XIII. PROOF. 

Unfortunate- The Duke d’lingliicn pc- 
Ij/, at this (kei- risked, because he was one of 
sivc moment, one the principal actors in the 
of those chance consjiimcy of Georges, Pi- 
stioUsuhichttc- chegrii, and Moreau. Piclie- 
stroy the best gru a as arrested the 28th 
sesolnlions, jne- of Fehnian'; Georges llic 
sented itself /o gth of March ; and the Duke 
me. (/». .10.) d'Eiigliicii the 10th of March, 

1804. - 
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XIV. XIV. PROOF IN ANSWER. 

My advanced- At Ulm 80,000 Austrians 
guard encoun- were made prisoners, from 
tered the ylus- 26 to, 30 generals, 60 to 80 
irians at Ulm, colours, and from 200 to 300 
and ovenvJielm- pieces of cannon. Truly, this 
edihem. (/;.59.) was a notable rencontre of 

an advanced-guard ! 

XV. XV. PROOF. 

The Russians The Russians made no re- 
rclircd in good treat: all their park of artil- 
order, and aban- lery was taken. The wreck 
doned the Aus- of their army which was 
trian empire to saved had abandoned their 
me. {p. 59.) wallets and their arms. The 

Emperor Alexander, sur- 
rounded in Holich, would 
have been made prisoner, if 
he had not given his word to 
evacuate Hungary by such 
dail}/^ routes as were pointed 
out to him. 

XVI. XVI. PROOF. 

The campaign The campaign did not re- 
re-commenced. I commence. The French did 
pursued the re- not follow the Russians into 
treat of the Rus- Poland. The Russians re- 
sians. I arrived treated with the greatest pre- 
z 7 zP£'/fl?zd.(p. 60 .) cipitation beyond the Nie- 

men. Peace was signed 
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\\ itli Austna at Vienna, an 
agreement n as liken ise sign- 
ed Mitli Prussia, and Napo- 
leon returned to Parts. Al- 
though he nas in Poland, it 
was not in eonsequence of 
the battle of Austerhtz, but 
after the eampaign of Jena, 
and not by the route of Vi- 
enna, but by that of Berlin. 
Tiiere is an anachronism of 
a ycat. The battle of Aus- 
tcrlitz took place on the 2d 
of December, 1804 ; that of 
Jena tlio 14th of October, 

1 806 ; that of Eylau the 8th 
of February, 1807; that of 
Friedland, tlie 14th of June, 
1807 ; the peace of Tilsit, 
the 7tli of July, 1807. 

i.\II. \MI. PROOF 

Iflheliiissmm Tlic Russians had it not 
had attached us in their power to attack the 
the morning af- morning after the battle of 
temards, tic EOau, that is to say, the 9th 
uould haie been ofFcbruarj'; because, at fne 
beaten, (p 62.) o’clock in the ci ening of the 
8th, they irere no longer on 
the field of battle, winch was 
occupied by the third corps 
of the French army. At 
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three o’clock on the morning' 
oflhc Pth, the Russian army 
was under the ramparts of 
Konigsberg, at six leagues 
distance irom the field of 
battle, having abandoned all 
their wounded. This suppo- 
sition therefore is inadmissi- 
ble. But even supposing 
that the Russian army had 
remained upon the field of 
battle, and that it might have 
made an attack the morning 
atlcr, the corps of Marshals 
Ncy and Bernadotte, which 
had taken no part in the bat- 
tle, arrived during* the night. 
If the Russians had been 
beaten by tlie Prench army 
during the absence of those 
two corps, how is it to be 
conceived that they would 
have been victors, after the 
arri^*al of a reinforcement of 
six divisions against them,? 

XVni. XVIII. PROOF. 

The 7/ou?igest Jerome was the cadet who, 
xvas sfill young at the. moment the autlior is 
cno 2 igh to tcafi, speaking of. was King of 
(p. Cfe.) Westphalia, and therefore 

had no occasion to wait. But 
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the writer is continually ^ed 
astray by bis anachronism, 
in supposing that Jena was 
after Tilsit. 

XIX. XIX. PROOF. 

The nculrnl- Two days before the battle 
ill/ if Prussia of Austcrlitz, Count Haug- 
scould have been -witz, first minister to the 
above all esseii- King of Prussia, came to 
lial to me in the Brunn in Moravia, where 
last campaign, lie had two audiences with 
In order to as- Napoleon. Butthe advanced 
sure mtjself of posts were already engaged j 
it, some over- and Napoleon told him to go 
Uires were made and await at Vienna tlie rc- 
to him about the suit of the battle, saying. “ I 
cession of a part will beat them ; therefore wait 
of Hanover. (j>. and say nothing to me. To- 
74.) day I will know nothing.” 

Haugwitz was no novice in 
affairs; he did not renuire to 
be told so a second time. 
The battle of Austcrlitz took 
place, Napoleon returned to 
Vienna, and a convention 
was signed the 15th of De- 
cember lOOS.betwecnFrance 
and Prussia, in order to tran- 


quillize the last with respect 
to the treaty which her king 
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ror of Russia some weeks be- 
fore. Prussia promised to 
disarm; and, in return, ob- 
tained a promise from France 
that the latter would not in- 
terfere or oppose her annex- 
ing Hanover to her posses- 
sions ; and, in exchange for 
so doing, required Wesel, 
Bareutb, and Neufchatel. 
Prussia could not demand 
Flanover at Tilsit : Tilsit was 
after Jena. This mistake in 
the date throws an air of ob- 
scurity over a great part of 
the pamphlet. 


NX. XX. PROOF. 

I refused eve- The convention signed 
iy thing, and with Haugwitz at Vienna, 
Hanover recciv- in December 1805, onlyre- 
cd another des- ceived a conditional ratifica- 
iination. {p.JQ.) tion at Berlin; which being 

contrar}^ to custom, gave 
, room to a discussion during 

the exchange of ratifications, 
and produced difficulties 
which occupied a portion of 
1806; but which were final- 
ly removed . Prussia declared 
.. war in the month of Octo- 
ber, without any reason, and 
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notill consequence of cabinet 
councils, or tlic will of tlie 
king, but bytbeefren’csccnco 
of passion. It is a fact, fliat 
at tlic end of the summer of 
1 80 (>, Prussia fleir to arms, 
dccciied by a false dispatch 
of the Marquis Luchesmi, 
Mho assured the Court of 
Beilin, that m the treaty 
M Inch had been lUst signed 
at Pans bctiiecn France and 
iliissia by Ibo Count d’Ou- 
bril, these tno great Poners 
had entered into engage- 
ments fcontrary to the inte- 
rests of Russia. In tlie first 
moment of alarm, the Court 
ofBcrlintoohup arms against 
botlithcRussiansandFrcncIi, 
but were not long, houcier, 
before an explanation took 
place, and Prussia uas per- 
fectly nell assured on the 
part of Russia, as this last 
disat ouedn hat d’Oiibril had 
done, and refused to ratify 
the treaty, in which, more- 
01 cr, there was no question 
of Prussia. After haiing 
so gallantly arineil against 
both Russia and France, the 
2 11 


HOOK. IX. 



S58 


MEMOinS OF 


APPEN" 


ASSKRTrONS 

THE IMIRTKNDKD PROOF IN ANSWER. 

IMANUSCIUPT. 

court of Prussia finding that 
there was only occasion to 
fight with France, and being 
moreover assured of assist- 
ance from Russia, made sure 
of ■victor}'. Some weeks af- 
terwards, however, the battle 
of Jena, which took place 
the 14th of October 1806, 
decided the question. 

XXI. XXI. PROOF. 

7 zem desirous The Confederation of the 
of at least cor- Rhine preceded the battle of 
rccimg lohat I Jena. It was formed on the 
had done in 12th of June, 1806. It was 
Prussia, by or- not therefore, as appears to 
ganisingiliccon- the author, after that battle 
federation of the and after Tilsit, that it was 
Rhine. {/;. 80.) organized. 

XXir. XXII. PROOF. 

Nevertheless, The capture of Magdeburg, 
after the battle Spandau, Custrin, and Stet- 
of Jena, I did tin, the battle of Pultusk^ the 
not feel zvithin capture of Dantzig, Glogau, 
myself that pie- Breslau, Brieg, Schweidnitz, 
-nitude of conji- the battle of Friedland, and 
dence, nor that the conferences at Tilsit, took 
contempt of fit- place in 1807, and poste- 
turity, to zvhich rior to the battle of Jena, 

I zvas indebted which happened on the 14th 

* 1 
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for SO 7110711 / of of October, 1805. Tlie enp- 
my first S 71 CCCS 5 - tore of Madrid, the battles of 
es.{p- 87.) Espinosa, Burgos, and Tiidc- 
la, tlic operations against Sir 
John Moore’s army, srere in 
1808. The battle of Alens- 
berg, the manoeuvres of 
Landslifit, tlie battle of Eck- 
infihl, the capture of Vienna, 
the battles of Esling and Wa- 
gram, the peace of Presburg, 
Tvere in 1 80£), and three years 
subsequent to the battle of 
.Tena. The battle of Alcns- 
berg, the manoeuvres of 
Landshut, and the battle of 
EcUmfihl, ■were the most 
brilliant and skilful manoeu- 
vres of Napoleon, 
xxm. xxni. moor. 

In revenge, The archduke Charles did 
the Arehdnke nothing else than co.mmit 
performed on faults during that campaign ; 
fj eellcnt march: he was beaten when be had 
he guessed my four times the numbers of 
project, ond zcos his opponents; he cid not 
hejbic handxeith proceed rapidly upon Men- 
7itc ; he proceed- na, but he plzesd himself 
ed rapidly upon opposite to if, waira is essen- 
T'ieuua by the tially difiereaa The plan ef 
left bank of the tlie French nfer sms tot^ 

2 z2 
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Danube, and that capital, to disengage his 
/oob up a posi- army of Italy, and to join it 
lion at the same to his own. He succeeded im 
time that I did. all : he took the capital, 
(/E 09:) turned the army of Italy 

commanded by Prince John, 
and established himself in 
communication with Prince 
Eugene by Styria, Carniola,.. 
and Carinthia. 

XXIV. XXIV. PROOF. 

Tbe yirch- The arrival of the Viceroy- 
dp/re, instead of upon the Danube, was sig- 
opposing at all nalized b}'’ the battle of Raab,. 
yisI'sPrince Eu- which took place after the 
gcjie, alloived battle of Esling, and not be- 
hhnsclf to be fore, as the author appears ' 
(/;. 100.)' to believe. The battle of 
Esling took place on the 22d 
of May 1819 ; that of Raab 
on the 14th of June, on the 
anniversary ofMarengo, after 
an interval of 22 da 3 ^s. It 
was not the Prince of Esling- 
who debouched first at the 
battle of Esling, but Marshal 
Lasnes. The army was 
formed in the Isle of Lobau. 
on the 2 1st , the bridges werc^ 
thrown over the river on the- 
eveningofthe20th,and.oiithe- 
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21bt tlie ad\ anccd-guard 
made thcmsehcs mastcri of 
Ehling. About two o’clock 
]). VI. a smart combat took 
i)lace ; and on the 22d the 
battle was fought. On both 
these daj's the field of battle 
Tcmained m jiossession of 
the rrench army. The ene- 
my attacked the Milage of 
■Esluig a great manj' times, 
and took it, hut were always 
dincn out again. At four 
o’clock in the ereniiig the 
battle ceased, and the Milage 
remained in possession of 
General llapp and Count 
Lobaii, who by their perso- 
nal brarerv decided the day. 
Hoivcrcr, Itlarshal Dai oiist’s 
corps was still on the right 
hank, the bridges baling 
been broken down by the 
sudden rise of the Danube 
three limes ii ilhin 48 hours, 
and haling been as many 
timesrc-esl.ibhshcdhj tlicac- 
tiiity of Gencnil Eerlrand; 
but still Daioust’s corps and 
the parks ol artillery had not 
passed, and w hen the bridges 
lure curried away a fourth 
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time, about 2 o’clock in the 
morning, and the Danube 
continued to rise with great 
ra))idity. General Bertrand 
signified the impossibility of 
re-establishing them again ; 
upon which Napoleon or- 
dered the army to resume its 
position in the island of Lo- 
'bau, b}'^ crossing the branch 
of the Danube, which was 60 
toises broad, and veiy deep. 
The Isle of Lobau is very 
large, and separated from 
the right bank by the great 
branch or arm of the Danube, 
500 toises broad. In this 
position he could not be at- 
tacked. Even in the morn- 
ing, several boats laden with 
ammunition were passed over 
to it. The old Guard re- 
mained in reserve during 
the whole of the battle of the 
22d appiiyant the village, 
and did not lose more than 
100 men by the cannonade, 
and it was entire in the Island 
of Lobau. Prince Charles 
and the Austrian Generals 
in this day, did all that 
could be expected from 
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The English 
attcmpudanci- 
peditton against 
Anhui p, ithich 
stoiild hme suc- 
ceeded, had it 
not heen for their 
incapncitn. (p. 
101 .) 


PROOF IN ANSV^EIl. 

them, nnd, if they had at- 
tempted to pass the arm of 
Lobau, they vould haic 
terminated by causing the 
destruction of their aimy, 
uhicli had c\cn then suffer- 
ed an enormous loss. 

XXV. PROOF. 

Antwerp was surrounded 
by bastions, its ramparts w ere 
covered with artillery ; the 
garrison consisted ol 3,000 
men, recruits certainly. In 
the maritime arsenal’ there 
were two battalions of mili- 
tary, andSlOOciAilworkmcn. 
The squadron, manned with 
from 9 to 10,000 sailors, pro- 
ceeded up to the city. Ant- 
werp was entirely out of the 
reach of a coup de main, 
Jiaving more than 15,000 
men to defend it ; besides, in 
a few w ceks a great number 
ol National Guards arrired. 
Antw er|> could not ha\ c been 
t.iken unless by a siege; nnd 
in consequence of its local 
situation, it is extremely dif- 
iicull to in\ cst. In order to 
base taken that city, the 
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English ought to have sur^ 
prised it, which was impos- 
sible, after they lost so much 
time before Flushing, and 
after having failed -in cutting 
off the squadron from the 
city. The fleet once in 

Antwerp, that city was no 
longer to be taken, 

XXVI. XXVI. PROOF. 

I assisted my- General Bertrand threw 
self at this pas- three bridges upon piles 
sage, because it over the Danube, and the 
gave me some Frencii armj^ instead of 
uneasiness, {p. passing over in one night, 
102.) passed at its leisure. It was. 

formed in the Island of Lo- 
bau. 

XXVII. XXVII. PROOF. 

The intrepi- The change of front of the 
dity of our troops left wing in the rear, was 
and a hold mar effected by Prince Eugene. 
nceuvre of Mac- 
donald, decided 
'the c?ffj/.(p.l02.) 

XXVIII. XXVIII. PROOF. 

The Austrian It is evident that this pas- 
army defiled in sage has been dictated 63^ a 
disorder, in a man who is unacquainted, 
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long plain, [p. \\ ith the proiind ; nlio was 
}0^.] not ])ie!>ent at tlie battle of 

AVagram, and nhois igno- 
rant of the inoi ement « liicli 
Napoleon caused General 
Marmont and Marslial Da- 
■\oust to make upon Ziiaim. 

WIN. XXIX. PROOF. 

The Court of The writer does not know 

Austria com- the secret articles in the treaty 
incnccd by tic- of alliance, concluded at 
ranging my Paris at the commencement 
plans upon Po- of 1812. 
land, by refusing 
torcstorexehatuc 
had taken from . 
that poncr.W 

AXX. XXX". PROOF. 

I retire sloio- TIic author of this aork 
ly. (p. 127.) has never been present at 
any battle. Napoleon eom- 
manded in sixty jatched b.it- 
tlcs, all of abicb, except 
tao, he gained. 

XXM. XXM. PROOF. 

I uas prisoner. At Fontaiiibleau Napo- 
(p. 135.) Icon had still sciend armies . 

at bis dhposal, and all the 
stroiig-holds in France and 
Italy, 
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Our passage The passage from Elba to 
lasted Jive daps, the Gulf of Juan lasted sixt 3 '' 
(/?. 146.) hours. 

XXXIII. XXXIII. PROOF. 

j]/y pacific at- It cannot he said that Na- 
tiiude lulled the poleon, who for three months 
nation asleep, laboured fifteen or sixteen 
(/I. 146.) hours dail}", was lulled 
asleep.” Never, in any epoch 
of the history of nations, was 
there so much done in two 
months. It was necessary 
to arm and provision anew a 
hundred fortresses, and to 
repress tlie ciini war at Mar- 
seilles, Bourdeaux, and La 
Vendee. The army was in- 
creased from 80,000 men to 
500,000 ; of whom 200,000, 
not clothed or completel}'' 
organized, were collected in 
the fortresses, in order to gar- 
rison them ; and, hy these 
means, render the troops of 
the line disposable. In June 
tlieline had 0,000 men rea- 
dy for battle, and 80,000 not 
clothed, who were getting 
ready in the depots. These 
220,&00 men formed first the 
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army ofthcNorth, composed 
of the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4tli, and 
Cth cor|)s, tile Imperial 
Guard, and the car airy of 
the rcseire, 

rotintng, 120,000 

The tliinl coqi} in Aisjce, .. 25,000 
Ihc 7tli at Clumbcns, ...... C5,COO 

' — - — La Vcndie ...... 25,000 

TIic 4lli of oLserra- 1 

lion at Htfori, for Ton. I 25,000 
louse, Ilourdcius, J 


220,000 

The cavalry rvas rc-moimtcd 
from about 14,000 to 40,000, 
the artillery from 2,000 
horses to 30,000. iManufac- 
lories of arms rrere con- 
structed, which surpassed by 
far in their products any ot 
those which had been formed 
during the Ucrolution. The 
nation, far from being asleep, 
nerer manifested more ener- 
gy; but the time was too 
short by a month. In the 
course of another month, the 
army of the line would have 
amounted to 80,000 men 
more; onc-balf of the troops 
who were forming in the forts 
w ould hat e been able to hat c 
f.dlen in w ith the troojB of 
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the line, which would then 
have amounted to 400,000 
. men; 100,000 in the forts, 
and 300,000 men who were 
raising in the departments, 
and had already begun to ar- 
rive in the depots. 

XXXIV. XXXIV. PROOF. 

I was deceiv- Napoleon entered Paris 
^d in believing the 20th of March in the 
that it was pos- evening : on the 24th the 
sible to defend Count d’ Artois dismissed the 
the straits of guard at Bethune. On the 
Thermopylae, 1st of April the tri-coloured 
en chargeant flag waved at Lisle, and all 
les armes en the northern parts of France, 
douze temps."’ Louis XVIII. established 
147.) himself at Ghent. On the 
8th of April the Due d^’An- 
gouleme passed by main 
force the bridge ofLaDiAme, 
and entered Valence. On the 
12th he was made prisoner, 
and was pardoned by Napo- 
leon. On the 10th of April, 
Marseilles submitted, and 
hoisted the tri-colourSd flag ; 
on the 20th of April, 100 
pieces of cannon announced 
to France that the Imperial 
flag waved over the whole 
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extent of its territory. On 
tlic 15tli of June Napoleon 
commenced liostilities, and 
])assed the Sambre;thnt is to 
say, six weeks after the paci- 
fication : but it ought to have 
been done a month before, 
that is to say, on the 15th of 
Maj’. However, France then 
flattered herself with a con- 
tinuation of the peace, and 
the entire national opinion 
would have disavowed such a 
premature attack ; and be- 
sides, the army of tlic line 
was not then suflicient to 
guard the forts, above all 
those to tlic northward, witli- 
out great risk of losing them. 
It could not have been pos- 
sible to have entered Bel- 
gium with more than 40,000 
men. Lord Wellington and 
Bluchcr had alrcadj- more 
than 180,000 : it would have 
been one against four. When 
the attack was made, in the 
middle of June, it was done 
with 120,000 men. Lord 
At'ellington and Bluchcr had 
about 220,000 men. ill al- 

ters were changed, and it 
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was only one against two, 
supposing them to have 
united their forces. If Na- 
poleon had deferred the at- 
tack, he would have had a 
stronger army, and better 
organized; but information 
had been received and cre- 
dited, that the Russian and 
Austrian armies, 400,000 
strong, would attack on the 
1st of July. It was intended 
to beat the English and 
Prussian armies separately. 
This w^as well understood ^ 
the operations of the 13th, 
14th, 15th, l6th, and 17th 
of June, were conducted with 
skill. At first. Lord Wel- 
lington and Blucher were 
surprised and attacked in 
detail: — Blucher beaten, and 
Lord Wellington obliged to 
retreat. The inconceivable 
sluggishness of Grouchy 
caused the loss of the battle 
of Waterloo, which 69 or 
70,000 French had gained 
until five in the evening, 
against about 36,000English, 
44,000Belgians and Hanove- 
rians, and 30,000 Prussians, 
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of Bulow'fi corjw, « Ill'll 
32,000 of Bliiclii'r’n tiio 
oorpi, llic 1st iind dlli, iir- 
ri\t(I upon tlic fiolil oflialllc, 
mIiIcIi Groiicliy liml tin; 
initl ailrcssc not to do. 
'J'lie cncinv tlitn consislid 
of 140,000 mi’ll ii(,’.'iiiisl 
67,000. Iiidrpi'iidant of llii' 
fauhs on till; part ofGroiicliy, 
many ollii r caii'f s liad ijri.it 
inlliieiicc upon llii- forlimi' 
of that day. In otln rlimr-a, 
tlio rrciicli, allhongli to in- 
ferior in mimlK-r, v.oidd liavo 
pained llic rirtorv; ttliirli 
imkui, llif fj)Mmntr utrl 
imji'ldmp Inaw-ry of lli" 
Lnplidi foojB alnne pr'- 
etnleej Ih'iri from oOtaininp. 
J-omc eLiy or rrie/iii-r, tli'; 
ctljoT eri' -e-s vill ty; node- 

e-.i'int to the V'jVl, 



A FRENCH EDITION 

OF * 

THIS NINTH SOOIC, ’ 

Printed liltrally from the Original Manuscript, 
Appears at llie same time, and may be had of all Booksellers^ 


THE SEVENTH 

AND THE EIGHTH BOOKS, 

Are about to be put to Press, and will appear without 
loss of time. 


The repeated impositions which have been practised oil 
the tvorld in the name of the illustrious Author of these Me^ 
moirs, seem to render it necessarp, on the part of the Pub- 
lisher to state, that, if the high character of the Editor, Mr. 
O’Me AKA, and his own pledges as guarantees for the authen- 
ticity oj these Eooks, should by any persofis not be considered 
as satisfactory, the original Manuscript may be, seen at his 
Office, accompanied by Letters written in St. Helena, in the 
samehand-wriling; and persons connected with the Ministerial 
Offices may verify the same, by comparing these Manuscripts 
with that of Napoleon's Observations on Lord Bathurst's 
Speech, transmitted to Lord Liverpool from St, Helena, also 
in the same hand- writing, and signed by Napoleon himself. 


J, and C. Adlnrd, Printers, 23, Bartliolomov-Close. 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE FRENCH ARMY, TO 800,000 MEN, 1st OF SEPTEMBER, 1815. 
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Bcsidv.-’ 12,0s>0 GciuKirtucs for the police of tlic interior of the empire, and 10,000 Veterans. 
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